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From the Editor

HEAR WE ARE AGAIN! Once more into the
breach . . . . or something as we go to press
once again. Village Life is said to be the best
community magazine in Staffordshire, and
further afield if we only knew. So thanks to
our contributors, advertisers and readers for
helping to create this remarkable accolade. Our
advertisers are very important as they fund the
magazine and so enable us to deliver it free to
homes throughout the area. It is good for them
too as recently I spoke to two regulars who
both said that the response is excellent , one
commenting that it literally kept their business
going and the other who joined us a short while

ago said that it had doubled their customer
base. So Village Life works for everyone. In
this issue I am saddened to report the passing
of Jean Fryers husband Dick who has been
with Village Life from day one, although you
might know him better as short story writer
Theo Racle (The Oracle). We
will miss his tales and support
at the library where he was
one of our fully trained
volunteers. Cheers Dick and
thanks for the memories.
Be seeing you – David

Next issue of Village Life is Summer 2017, Submission deadline is 16th May
2017 for distribution in early July.
Please email articles to: david@dsaimaging.co.uk
Editor & Advertising: David Shaw e-mail to – david@dsaimaging.co.uk
Administration: Jocelyn Morrison (01782 303192 jocelynmor@btinternet.com)
Group Co-ordinator: Barbara Hughes (07725 760868 hughes321@ntlworld.com)
Design and Print: by VAST (0300 303 8606) www.vast.org.uk

Jiffy Bear is hiding somewhere in Village Life. Can you find him? >>>>>>>

WERRINGTON LIBRARY EASTER CLOSING DATES
The Library will be closed on Good Friday 14th April, open Saturday Morning 15th and closed on
Easter Monday 17th April 2017
PLEASE NOTE FROM THE 1ST OF APRIL THE LIBRARY WILL BE CLOSING ON MONDAY EVENING AT 6:00PM

wherever they can. Telephone 01782 302706
or E-mail - werrington.library@staffordshire.
gov.uk

HELP US STOCK UP

The Community Shop in the library has proved
to be a great success, so much so that we are
running out of stock as more and more folk
come into buy. So if you have things you no
longer want drop them around to the library
or we can pick them up if you call 01782
302706. Sorry no clothes.

Since taking over the library the Werrington
Community Volunteers have seen a big increase
in requests from residents for information on a
wide range of topics because they do not know
where to go and so the service has developed
into an information point. The volunteers are
pleased to answer your queries or pass them
on to the relevant authorities and so will help
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WHATS ON WITH WENDY

would like to offer an activity or put on a session
please contact Wendy Sandbrook on 01782
302493.
The Village Hall continues to be a very
popular venue for meetings such as, the
Women’s Institute, Endon Players Dramatic
Society, the RSPCA, Weightwatchers, Slimming
World, Werrington Parish Council, Werrington
Village Hall Committee and the Werrington
Young Persons’ Support Group as well as a range
of activities for all levels of abilities i.e. Yoga,
Jujitsu, Ballet & Tap, Kick Boxing and, Judowhich is now available on Monday evenings
as well as Fridays. There is also a wide range
of 50+ activities - Sewing & Craft, Table Tennis,
Sequence Dancing and, Art classes. During
the school terms, Pre-School, which caters for
2-4 year olds, is available Monday, Tuesday,
Wednesday mornings and Thursday and Friday
mornings and afternoons.
For further information on; the Village Hall
schedule, contact details for the activity
organisers, how to make a room booking for
a private event or to offer an activity please
contact Derek Fielding on
01782 303093

The Library and Wellbeing Centre

has a busy and exciting programme of events
and activities including: Library Services,
Computer access, and the following regular
sessions; Baby Bounce, Mum & Baby chat,
Werrington Breast Babies, Hairdressing- ladies &
gents, Staffordshire Police drop-in, Knit & Natter,
Werrington Primary & Moorside High Schools
Buddy reading, Friendship mornings, Creative
Writing, Chess, Dementia Support Group
meetings, Support Staffordshire volunteering
drop-in and, District Councillor surgeries. On 1st
December we had a lovely mince pie and tea/
coffee morning which was kindly sponsored
by Wrights Pies and all those who came really
enjoyed the refreshments and the chance to
catch up with acquaintances and make new
friends.Our small Community Shop was very
popular in the run up to Christmas and is still
proving to be successful. Thank you to all
those who have kindly donated such a wide
range of items and books for sale, all further
contributions will be greatly received. Call in
to see what is on offer - the stock is constantly
changing and Mother’s Day is not that far away!
For further information on session times and
contact details please call into the Library to
view the schedule of events or call the Library on
302706. You can also visit our website – www.
werringtoncommunitylibrary.co.uk - If you

To have your venue or
event included contact
Wendy Sandbrook on
01782 302493

RENEE IS 100 NOT OUT!

On 5th January my husband Tony and myself
took some flowers on behalf of the Parish
Council to Mrs Irene (Renee) Lowndes as it was
her 100th birthday, and my word did she look
great. Her nephews from Peterbough were
there, Roger, Richard, & Robert, (later we met
Russell) & their glamorous wife’s, Val, Jane, &
Trudy. They were joining friends at the Red Cow
for a celebration meal.
Jean McNicol
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Gardening with Joe Smith

PUT A SPRING IN YOUR STEP

make mistakes which reduce yield, growth, or
flower display. The moral here is if you don’t
know don’t cut. One years observation WILL
TELL YOU how the plant grows whereas a bad
decision can set you back for up to 3years.
Also by learning how to divide herbaceous
plants or take softwood cuttings means that
you can multiply the stock for ZERO COST.

A well kept garden can be a thing of beauty
which is easy to look after and it’s a pity that
quite a number of people get poor results
and think that the whole thing is an expensive
drudge. Given that a few simple measures,
(if followed) can improve things massively
the object of this article is to point the way
to achieving a position where the average
gardener can look at the garden with pride,
enjoy time there and know that a fortune is
not being spent on it.

3. Buy plants for planting at the right time!
NEVER buy and plant tender annuals/
perennials all risk of frost has passed (usually
the first week in June in this area), or buy
“bare root” evergreens for planting in January
and February when the ground is frozen they
can’t take up water and will usually die.

1. Get the basics right!

Firstly recognise that unless your soil is really
heavy you don’t need to dig once a border is
planted. I haven’t, for the past 4 years, using
mulch to control weed and the worms to
“pull down” the organic matter two tasks are
completed in one exercise! I use a variety of
mulch types according to the crop from forest
bark by hedge bases, to well rotted manure
beneath roses and spent hops (usually free
from a local micro brewery) for mixed borders.

4. Join a good horticultural society!

Locally the Cellarhead & District Horticultural
Society meet at Wetley Rocks Village Hall on
the first Tuesday of each month between 8
and 10pm, the 8 talks given by a garden expert
are FREE. WHAT HAVE
YOU GOT TO LOSE.
Have a good gardening
season in 2017, follow
the advice above, and
you WILL walk down
your garden path with a
spring in your step.

2. Find out how your plants grow!

This is especially important with regard to
roses, shrubs, and fruit trees where the
pruning varies according to type. Here, a little
background reading via the internet, or a
good library book will ensure that you don’t
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Friendly, Reliable
& Affordable

Cars, 4x4s & Light Commercials

All Makes & Models
> Mechanical Repairs > Diagnostic Testing

> Air Conditioning > Tyres & Exhausts
> MOT Preparation > Clutches & Brakes

> Servicing > Cambelts > Welding

Give us a Call On: 07739 570094

DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier | Caverswall Common | Stoke-on-Trent | ST11 9EU

Make a date of Friday 7th April 2017 in
the Library from 3 to 4pm. Meet Emma
our local Slimming World consultant who
is celebrating twelve months success
in Werrington. Hints, ideas and tips on
healthy living. Future dates are Friday 5th
May and Saturday 3rd June 10.30 to 12
noon. DELICIOUS FREE BUFFET
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The Red Cow Golf Society played its fourth
annual charity event on Saturday, 17
September 2016. This was again sponsored
by Craig and Michael from the Red Cow, and
aims to raise funds in support of Werrington
children. This time we were down on
players, which was a little disappointing, but
thanks to the sponsorships and fund raising
efforts of all involved, we managed to raise
a whopping £3,000 on the day. A special
thanks to Phil Hawksworth, main fundraiser
again. Winner of the competition was
Malcolm Telwright, second Andy Milward
and third Martin Massey.
Michael and Craig presented the cheque to
Jean Fryer, representing the chosen charity,
Werrington Young Persons Support Group
Kidz2Kidz Project, for which the RC Golf
Society has now raised £8,000 since our first
charity game in 2013. The group provides
Christmas presents to disadvantaged
children, financial support for distressed
mums, toiletry packs for mums in refuges
and a wish list for children with disabilities.
In the past 5 years with K2K nearly 1,000
children from the local community have
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received gifts they never expected
and over 250 mums have received life
changing financial Christmas Boxes. All
applicants are vetted by special social
services units.
Thanks again to everyone. A special thanks
to Craig & Michael for their unstinting
support over the last 4 years. It’s business
as usual for the Red Cow Golf Society.
Dates for 2017 are Fun Day - Saturday,
6 May and Charity Day - Saturday, 9
September.
Contact Tony Simpson, 07837 272765 for
any further details.
See also notices in the Red Cow.

Cheque presentation – L-R – Martin Massey,
Jean Fryer, Jean Shaw, Michael Smith, Tony
Simpson, Craig Latham and Jocelyn Morrison

50 PLUS GROUP £1,200 DONATION FUNDS WERRINGTONS FIRST DEFIBRILLATOR
The Werrington 50 Plus group have joined
forces with the new volunteer run Library
& Wellbeing Centre to fund the villages
first 24/7 defibrillator unit which is fitted
to the front of the library. Voluntary Group
Chairman said that he was delighted with
the offer which demonstrated a wonderful
community spirit as it came out of the
blue and has helped to establish the
fundamental ethos of the Wellbeing Centre.
Our photograph shows Fifty Plus members
and library volunteers alongside the unit.

KNIT & NATTER

Every Wednesday morning from 10 - 12
noon there is a Knit and Natter group held
in the Library and Wellbeing Centre to
which all are welcome. If you don’t want
to knit bring your sewing or just come for a
natter a cuppa and a biscuit or two. The pic
shows the group being industrious!

WETLEY ROCKS W.I.

Wetley Rocks WI members welcome visitors
to come along and enjoy our evenings
in the Wetley Rocks Village Hall on every
2nd Tuesday evening of the month. April’s
speaker is Miss Pitchy Patchy who will be
delivering her talk ‘ Women on the Homefront ‘ dressed in the costume of the 50’s.
May is our AGM but we will have a lady
from ‘Approach’, who will be judging our
members many knitted Sensory Mittens,
and then taking them to local day centres
for people suffering from Dementia. June
13th is our Open Meeting when everyone
is welcome to come along at the earlier
time of 7pm, to listen to the Choir of St.
John’s School, Wetley Rocks. July we have

a speaker from the National Arboretum
showing us a film and telling us about her
volunteer work at the centre.
Anyone requiring further information can
contact Secretary, Pat Axon on:
01782 303684.
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Sixth Form
Business Diploma | Engineering Diploma
Traditional A-levels
Mix and match your subjects.

Our ﬂexibility enables you to study a diploma and two A levels
at the same time, giving you a real bespoke learning experience.

www.jcbacademy.com/sixth-form
Rocester, Staﬀordshire ST14 5JX
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VISIT YOUR MP Karen Bradley IN
PARLIAMENT

As your elected
representative in
Westminster, I am in a
unique position to speak
up for the people of
Staffordshire Moorlands
and make sure that
Government policy works
for you. This role is a huge
privilege and a terrific
responsibility, and I take it
very seriously. I love meeting my constituents,
and I think it is vitally important that you are
given the opportunity to meet me - after all I
speak for you. I also think it’s really important
for Moorlanders to see how Parliament works,
and of course, to find out what I do all day!
Having pondered for a while about the best
way to make this happen, I came up with
the idea of a coach tour. Every few months, I
send out an invitation to all my constituents

inviting you down to London for a tour of the
Houses of Parliament and a Q&A session with
me. The most recent one took place at the
end of last year, and it was great to meet so
many residents of Werrington and to listen to
all the great ideas you have for your town. I
will be holding another coach tour at around
Easter time (exact date to be confirmed) and
I would like to encourage all the residents of
Werrington to get involved. If you would like
to put your name down for the next coach
trip, please contact Erika in my constituency
office by calling 07564 341 669 or email
hegewalde@parliament.uk.

HOME READER SERVICE
WERRINGTON LIBRARY
Calling all bookworms!! Do love to
read or listen to audible books but are
unable to access the library because of
mobility or transport issues?
As part of its continuing commitment
to the residents of the village the
Werrington Community and Wellbeing centre is offering a home reader
service. Volunteers who have been
DBS checked will be happy to select,
deliver and return library books
on your behalf. If you or someone
you know may be interested in this
service please contact Werrington
library Tel no. 01782 302706 or email
werrington.library@staffordshire.gov.
uk for further information.
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CATTLE WILL BE LOOSE ON WETLEY MOOR COMMON AGAIN THIS SPRING
By Sue Fraser (on behalf of the Wetley Moor
Safety Group)

managing the Moor than ‘invisible corralling’.
A public meeting, where users of the
Common can be consulted about alternatives,
is needed as a matter of urgency, before cattle
are released again. To get involved or just
find out more go to: Facebook: http://www.
facebook.com/groups/Wetley Moor Safety
Group (where you can join the Group, read
our correspondence with councillors, council
officers and Karen Bradley MP), Twitter:
Wetley Moor Safety @wetleymoor Email:
wetleymoorsafety@gmail.com

The idea is that they’ll graze down unwanted
vegetation, helping to conserve its 70
hectares of rare lowland heath, a site of
special scientific interest (SSSI). The cattle,
wearing electronic collars are ‘trained’ not
to cross an electric cable buried around the
perimeter of the Moor – so called ‘invisible
corralling’.Wetley Moor Common has long
been a beautiful and safe community amenity,
enjoyed by families, children, walkers, dog
owners, horse riders and picnickers, among
others.

EDITORS NOTE - As I understand it Staffs
Moorlands District Council have a legal
obligation to care for Wetley Moor which is
a designated Site of Special Scientific Interest
(SSSI) which needs cattle grazing balanced
against people’s understandable fears of large,
curious, animals. The cattle used are chosen
for being docile and are neither bulls nor a
suckler herd. This programme is designed to
protect the area’s natural environment for
future generations. As a point of interest I do
know that SMDC grazes most
of its SSSI’s and have done for
many years without issue.

Now many people are intimidated by the
experience of being faced by cattle they’ve
met alongside footpaths and near the car
park as well as out on the Moor. If you’ve had
alarming encounters, report them to Mark
Preece, Staffs Moorlands’ Countryside officer:
mark.preece@staffsmoorlands.gov.uk, and
post them on our website (address below).
Keith Parker, Head of Operational Services
responsible for the scheme, wrote, not very
reassuringly: “Officers have been made
aware of only two instances when cattle have
escaped from the Moor.”
The Council must find safer methods of
11

Bill wins Werrington Creative Writing Group award for winter 2016
The Group, which meets at Werringtons new volunteer run Library & Wellbeing Centre,
has awarded the winter 2016 prize to Bill Webb for his short story “The Old Abbey”. Here
is an extract: - “Then I heard the sound of a drum and marching feet drawing closer. Then
the soldiers appeared dressed in medieval-style uniform. They marched quickly towards
the Abbey and came to a halt outside the huge wooden doors. What next I wondered?”
Congratulations to Bill! A few places are still available on the Group, for details please
contact Dorothy on 01782 303698.

Murial turns 90
Murial Clark 90 on Tuesday 17th January 2017. She has lived in the
sabe house in Werrington for 61 years. She lost her husband, Harry,
14 years ago. He was a Yorkshire man. She has a daughter Susan
who is a retired teacher. Murial worked at Moorside High School
on school meals for about 30 years a job she loved and says she
wouldn’t want to live anywhere else other than Werrington as the
local people are so nice. To celebrate her special birthday Murial had
THREE parties. What a lucky lady and we’ll deserved. The picture
shows Murial with flowers presented to her by Cllr Jean Fryer on
behalf of Werrington Parish Council.

LET’S KEEP ASH BANK SAFE

the Police with the aim of educating drivers to
reduce their speeds.

WITH ROSS’S POSSE

Volunteers receive appropriate training, and
are supported by neighbourhood policing
team (NPT) staff. The scheme aims to cater
for the problem of real or perceived speed
related offending, and through partnership
with the community it is to be used in
circumstances that are necessary, justifiable
and proportionate in order to: - Reduce death
and injury on the roads - Improve the quality
of life for local communities - Reduce the
speed of vehicles to the speed limit - Increase
public awareness of inappropriate speed.
Speedwatch is a proactive solution to improve
the safety and quality of life for everyone in
the community. The operational centre for
this project will be the Werrington Library and
Wellbeing Centre.

Because not enough people have been killed
or injured on Ash Bank the County Council
have refused to deal with speeding issues
on the road. The Werrington Community
Volunteers Group does not think this makes
sense – what we should be doing is making the
road safer so preventing future catastrophes.
As a result group member Ross Ward is to
spearhead the introduction of the Community
Speedwatch initiative which has been so
successful in other areas.
Community Speedwatch (CSW) is a locally
driven initiative where active members of
the community join
together with the support
of the Police to monitor
speeds of vehicles using
speed detection devices.
Vehicles exceeding the
speed limit are referred to

If you would like to know more or join
Ross Ward’s Speed Posse e-mail him at rossdavidward@googlemail.com
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on Tuesday 18th April 2017, 2.00 - 3.00 pm
The sessions will include stories, action rhymes
and songs. There will be drinks available for the
children who will be supervised at all times. This
is brought to you free of charge! Parents can
leave their children if they wish and collect them
later as the sessions will be led by a qualified
teacher. Please book you place(s) as soon as
possible as numbers will be limited.

Allsorts Club
Werrington Library and Wellbeing Centre is
introducing a new exciting venture for young
children called the Allsorts Club which is aimed
at 4-6 year olds and the first session will be held

To book either call into the Library or phone on
01782 302706

Christmas Shoe boxes for Romania

Europe to their destination. The excited
children gather in a hall to receive their boxes
and the looks on their faces as they open the
boxes and see all the gifts inside is a delight.
The items in those shoe boxes are probably all
they will get for Christmas so it was certainly
worth doing.39 shoes boxes were sent along
with £ 41 towards their transportation. A
huge THANK YOU to all who contributed in
any way ( even making the tea !! )

Once again Wetley Rocks and St. Andrew’s
Methodist church from Cheddleton got
together in November to pack shoe boxes
for children in Romania. Encouraged by lots
of tea and biscuits we packed boxes with
Christmas gifts of toiletries, toys, games,
woolly hats and scarves as well as stationary
items for children aged between 4 and 14yrs.
Mr Chris Longhurst from the New Life Centre
in Cheadle who regularly sends all kinds of
goods including the shoe boxes to Romania
kindly lent us a DVD which we showed during
a locally arranged service. It showed what
happens to the boxes from when they are
collected from homes, schools and churches
around the Staffordshire Moorlands. They
are taken in his van to load onto a large lorry
which takes them 2 days to travel across

Surprise present for Werrington
Youth Group
Werrington caterer Jason Edwards who
owns Funky Fillerz on Ash Bank is a great
supporter of the local community as is shown
by his latest boost for the members of the
Werrington Young Persons Support Group
Friday Club where he donated 40 tickets for
the Ice Skating Rink at Trentham Gardens.
Chairman David Shaw said that he was
delighted to have received such a generous

gesture and thanked Jason on behalf of
the younger generation of the village. Our
photograph shows Jason presenting Young
Persons Group Treasurer Jean Shaw with the
tickets.
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A Christmouse Tail 2016
(based on a true story)

“Yes, but only if it is completely finished by
Christmas,” said Diane. Harry looked at
the water damaged ceiling and said “No
problem I will start tomorrow, half an 8 by
4 plasterboard sheet should do it. “ The
extension roof had been damaged in the
October storm and although the builder
had retiled the roof the ceiling had yet to be
done.
“Just come and look at this” said Harry the
following day, after he had removed the
damaged plasterboard. “It looks as though
a mouse or something has built a nest in
the insulation above the ceiling.” “Well you
will just have to get rid of it, we can’t have
mice running between the ceiling and the
bedroom floors” said Diane so Harry set a
mouse trap. However after 3 days there was
no sign of anything and he then decided to
put down some rat poison and complete the
job. He replaced the damaged plasterboard
and skimmed it over with plaster and then
painted the ceiling and walls. “There you
can’t see the join. Jobs a good’un “ Harry
declared.
Two weeks later Diane came downstairs and
said “There is an awful smell in the spare
bedroom!” Harry went to investigate and
sure enough there was a very unpleasant
odour in the bedroom. They opened all the
windows but the smell seemed to get worse
day by day and no amount of air freshener
could remove it. Harry then said “It’s
possible that the mouse or whatever, had
eaten the poison, then died and was now
decomposing under the floorboards.” “Yuk!
Oh how disgusting.” said Diane “You’ll have
to do something, and quickly, its Christmas
next week and remember Clive, Sue and
the kids are stopping for 3 days.” “Well I’m
not removing the new ceiling, I’ll have to lift
the floorboards.“ So they made a start by
clearing the bedroom. There was a large pile
of empty assorted Christmas decoration

boxes, some Christmas presents from
Harry’s sister Hazel in Essex and a couple
of bedside tables to move. The bed was
pushed to the far wall.
Very reluctantly Harry started to pull up the
carpet only to find that the foam backing had
disintegrated and was now a black dust that
went everywhere. The built in wardrobes had
been installed on top and across the line of
the tongue and groove floorboards, so he
had to saw across 3 boards. He then sawed
between the boards and with a crowbar
prised up the 6 foot lengths of boards.
Inevitably the boards split, Harry cursed and
thought that he would now have to buy new
boards as well as new carpet. “More work,
more expense.” he groaned.
Meanwhile Diane had gone into the front
spare bedroom and she noticed the smell
was also there. “I can smell it in here as well”
she shouted to Harry. She investigated and
moved all the boxes from the back and then
when she lifted one of Hazel’s presents the
smell was intense. She immediately went
downstairs and phoned Hazel about the
present. “Oh yes, I thought you would both
enjoy the Special Reserve Port and the Extra
Mature Gorgonzola Cheese.” said Hazel.
“Harry stop !” shouted Diane as she dashed
up the stairs. “Well!” he said. Catching her
breath she smiled and said, “I do so hope
you like Port?”
Malc Pierce
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Werrington Methodist Church Ash Bank Road
“You can choose your friends but you can’t choose your family” so the saying goes but it is
not entirely true. At Werrington Methodist Church we often speak of our ‘Church Family’
but everyone who comes, for whatever reason, does so of their own choice. Like any other
definition of the word family we are a mixture of ages and shapes, thoughts and dreams,
ideas and plans. We are not even sure that everyone who comes into our building is a
committed Christian but it would be nice to think that that will come in time.
In addition to our Sunday Service we offer a range of meetings and groups and other
organisations make use of our facilities:• Sunday Service – every Sunday at 10.40am usually lasting for about an hour and is
followed by coffee and biscuits.
• Bible Fellowship 10.30am every Monday.
• Mens’ Breakfast Group at 9.15 am second Saturday in the month – ring John
Summerfield 01782 303995 to book a place.
• Ladies Group 7.45pm third Monday of the month
• Coffee Morning 10.30am to 12 noon third Tuesday of the month
• Girls Brigade 6.30pm to 8pm every Thursday
• Bible Study Group 7pm most Thursdays.
• The Ash Cafe 10am to 1pm every Thursday.
Also using our building are :• ‘Zumba’ Tuesday evenings
• ‘Slimming World’ Wednesday mornings and evenings
• Werrington Young Persons’ Support Group for a youth club on Friday evenings
There will be additional services for Easter :• Tenebrae 7pm Thursday 13th April
• A service of meditation 2pm Good Friday
• Easter Day service at our usual time of 10.40am
So, as you can see, we try to provide something to interest all members of our Church
Family. The true family spirit is, of course, based on love. We all love our parents, our
children, our brothers and sisters – well it’s the same in our church, everyone feels better
for a hug or a handshake. Nobody should be lonely and we try to include those who can no
longer manage to get to church. Perhaps one of us will visit or make a ‘phone call and for
some services we will try to arrange transport. Our ‘Church Family’ is, truly, a loving and
caring family. A family you could be a part of it if you choose to be.
You will be made to feel very welcome.

John Smith
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Werrington Pre-School
has been running within
Werrington Village
Hall since 1976 and
cares for children aged
from 2 to 5 years. We
are Ofsted registered
and in our last inspection in September
2016 we recieved a
good outcome from
them for the care
and education we
provide for children.
We plan a range of
activities for children
in our care based around the Early Years
Foundation Stage curriculum. Our activities
are fun for the children and are based
around play at all times but support the
children’s learning and development. Our

aim is to provide high quality, affordable
childcare for
families with fully
qualified early years
practitioners caring
for the children.
We offer both two
year and three to four year funding for
eligable children. Alongside our Pre-School
we also run a before and after school club
and holiday club
within Werrington
Primary School.
For more
information on
the services we
provide or to arrange a visit please email werringtonpreschool@hotmail.co.uk or call
07929 904175.

Need support setting up a voluntary group
to work with children or young people?

Are you interested in setting up a non-profit
organisation to deliver support to children,
families or young people but do not know
where to start? Staffordshire Council of
Voluntary Youth Services (SCVYS) is a charity
that supports the start-up of new non-profit
youth (5+ years), children and family groups
(0-5 years) and also supports existing groups.
We are committed to supporting excellent
outcomes for children and young people
within the County since being established in
1982.
SCVYS will support you to develop a governing
document along with policies and procedures
to ensure the safety of children, young
people and volunteers. We can also support

you with the following to ensure you run
safely: - Continued support from a designated
Development Worker - Volunteer Recruitment
- Funding applications - Programme Planning
- Free DBS checks for volunteers - Free
training (Safeguarding, First Aid, Youth Work,
Food Safety) - Young Leaders Training Opportunities for young people - Networking
Opportunities. For further details please see
our website www.staffscvys.org.uk or contact
Claire John on 01785 240378 or Claire@
staffscvys.org.uk
If you are looking for
somewhere to hold your
activity contact Wendy about
the Library & Wellbeing
Centre on 01782 302493 or
Derek at the Village Hall on
01782 303093

NEW WERRINGTON SILVER SURFERS
COURSES FOR 2017
computer operation including e-mailing, word
processing, surfing the internet and powerpoint
presentations. The courses are organised by
the pupils themselves and form part of their
Citizenship Course Work. Support Group
Coordinator Jean Fryer said that once again
she was delighted with the response - “Each
time we run a course it is wonderful to see the
pleasure on the ‘computer pupils’ faces as the
‘Moorside pupils’ show how easy it is to open
up a whole new world of communication”.
In addition to tuition the pupils also help the
Silver Surfers with any specific computer
problems they might bring and help and advise
in any way they can.
To book in contact Jean on 01782 304890.

This partnership project between Moorside
High School and the Werrington Young Persons
Support Group has proved to be a great
success with more senior citizens that ever
attending the last course. Visitors are taught by
pupils on a one-to-one basis with the four
week course giving a basic grounding into

NEWS FROM WERRINGTON
VILLAGE SURGERY

community ‘’. In other news from the surgery..
from March patients who have previously had
to travel to ‘INR’ clinics in Hanley and Bentilee
will be able to attend a clinic at Werrington
Village Surgery. Also as the weather gets
warmer and people start to think about holidays
make sure you book in early for your holiday
jabs!

Welcome Dr Deepa Muthu Manickam Dr Deepa
Muthu Manickam has joined Werrington Village
Surgery as Partner GP.
Dr ‘Deepa ‘as she is known has been working as
a locum at the surgery for a while prior to taking
the partnership position. She was so impressed
with the professionalism and friendliness of the
surgery she decided to apply for the permanent
position. Dr Deepa’s husband is a consultant
anaesthetist and they have a young family
Dr Deepa says ‘’ thank you to the patients for
making me feel so welcome. I am looking
forward to becoming part of such an active

exercise group at St Philip’s Church, Ash Bank
Road, and has places for new members.
Wednesdays 2pm-3pm (with refreshments
after) The first session is free and then £2.50

Gentle Exercise in Werrington

Increasing your exercise, if even only a
little, is one of the best things you can do
to maintain health and reduce your risk of
falling. Exercise can help you stay mobile
and independent– go shopping, play with
grandchildren, or get out in the garden.
Regular exercise can help you feel better
too. Experienced volunteers from the
church, supported by Age Uk, run a gentle

each week.
For more information please contact:
Jayne Preece on 01782 200739
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS.

Rev Darren Edge. Curate St.Philip’s
and St.John’s

News from St. Philip’s and St. John’s

Since I last wrote so much has happened in the
life of our two churches and
we are thrilled that so many
members of the community
have felt welcomed to come
and join in some significant
services and events.
Whether you attended the
Remembering Service at Christmas held in St.
Philip’s or went along to the Community Carol
service at Moorside, the musical evening in St.
John’s or were one of the 160 who attended
the Christingle service on Christmas eve, or any
other service; we hope that you were able to
find a sense of joy and peace during the Advent
and Christmas season.
It was also good to be able to invite families
from our Christingle Service to return for
a special Children’s Society Service at the
end of January. Many people had taken the
opportunity to use the candle collection boxes
to collect coins found around the house and
add this to our usual support for the important
work of this charity. We were pleased to
welcome Maggie Warford from The Children’s
Society to share information on the work of the
charity.
Looking forward to the next few months,
we continue to await news relating to the
appointment of a new vicar to the benefice,
however in the meantime we have much
planned as we move towards Easter. Some of
the special services that are planned are noted
below and you’d be made very welcome at
any of these events. Our café continues to be a
busy place on a Monday morning 10:00-12:00
in Werrington and if you’re available for tea/
coffee, cake and a warm welcome, then please
pop-in. There is much else that goes on in
both St. John’s and St. Philip’s during the week
and if you’d like to find out more then there is
information on the noticeboards or get in touch
via the www.achurchnearyou.com website.
I pray that you will know the joy of the risen
Christ as we celebrate Easter 2017.

Upcoming Services:
March 1st Ash Wednesday: Service of Ashing
and Communion: St. John’s 10:30am & St.
Philip’s at 7:30pm
March 5th Messy Church at St. Philip’s 4:006:00pm
March 12th 6pm United Holy Communion with
Werrington Methodist Church at St. Philip’s
April 9th (Palm Sunday) 11:00 Joint Open Air
Service under the rocks with Wetley Rocks
Methodist (St. Philip’s service as usual).
April 13th Maundy Thursday. 6.30pm. Benefice
Agape Bring and share meal at St.Philip’s
April 14th Good Friday. 10am Benefice Messy
Church at St.Philip’s 2pm at both St. John’s and
St. Philip’s Last hour Reflection
April 16th Easter Day. ‘He is Risen!’ Celebration
at both churches 10:15 : Werrington, 10:45 :
Wetley Rocks. 6:30pm Joint Benefice Songs of
Praise at St. John’s
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news from werrington parish council
TEAM EFFORT SCORES FOR WERRINGTON AFTER SEVEN YEAR WAIT!

A partnership between Werrington Parish
Council and Staffordshire Moorlands District
Council is on track to improve and develop
new football and sporting opportunities
at the Malthouse Sports Facility which has
four football pitches, changing rooms and
car parking. One of only three sports venues
in the Moorlands scoring a 100% rating in
facilities offered.
Parish Council Chairman, Nigel Meakin, said
“Joint investment by the Parish and District
Councils will provide a first class sports facility,
something residents called for in extensive
consultations organised by the Parish Plan
Group seven years ago. The Parish Council
hopes to complete purchasing the site in May
this year.”
With Government approval the Parish
Council has secured a loan to purchase the
site and the February council meeting voted
unanimously to increase the precept to meet
annual maintenance costs. For the equivalent
of 20 pence a week (on a B and D home)
Werrington will at last have football pitches fit
for competitive matches that meet the needs
of local junior and adult teams and capable of
being developed for other sports.
The District Council is ring fencing £81,000 of
developer contributions from a local housing

development to provide open space, sport
and recreation facilities and will provide its
expertise in fundraising to try and lever in
external grants from other bodies to develop
other sports activities at the Malthouse venue
and elsewhere in Werrington.
Local Moorlands District Councillor Ross Ward
said ”I welcomed the opportunity to help
the parish council forge links with the District
Council and opportunities for sports activities
to be developed for all ages at Malthouse and
other local venues.”
Cllr Meakin said “Pitches at Meigh Road
Playing Fields don’t meet the standards
required for competitive matches but will
still be available for informal use. The Council
recently completed a £100,000 scheme in the
Playing Fields including new play equipment,
refurbishing the multi-use games area and
installing a trim trail.”
To find out more or to let the council
know what sports
activities you think are
needed contact the
Clerk (Andy Boys) at
werringtonparish@
binternet or ‘phone
07740 965278.

FAREWELL TO DICK

a librarian. His short story writing skills will
also be missed as he appeared in Village Life
under the pen-name Theo Racle (The Oracle)
since the very first edition. Jean would like to
thank everyone
who sent
condolences,
messages of
sympathy and
donations which
totalled £223.90
for Epilepsy
Research and
£240 for the
British Lung
Foundation.

As many will know from hearing or just
missing him around the village Jeans husband
Dick Fryer passed away before Christmas
which came to a shock to us all. Dick had been
involved in the community in a number of
ways over the years including helping to put
the roof on the Scout Hut and building the
cupboards at the back of St. Philips Church
using wood from old pews. You will have seen
him at our Fundays manning stalls and more
recently at the new volunteer run Library &
Wellbeing Centre. Dick always had faith in this
volunteer project so much so that he was one
of the first to come forward to be trained as
20

FREE websites for voluntary
and community groups

having previously spent eight years working
in a similar role for a charity based in Stokeon-Trent. Mr Caine said,
“I know from previous experience of
working in the voluntary sector how
difficult it is for these small groups to
afford a professional website. It’s a great
opportunity for both parties, the voluntary
and community groups get a free
professional website and the students at
the academy learn how to build them.”

The JCB Academy opened its doors in
September 2010 as the first of a brand
new kind of school in the UK, with a focus
on delivering high-quality engineering and
business education. It prides itself on a
unique curriculum and learning, allowing
students to combine theory with practical
activities which encourages a structured
and effective use of time, meaning that
there should be no homework, or very
little at least. The long school hours are
more like business hours, rather than
most schools, but students and staff are
rewarded every Wednesday afternoon for
their hard work when they have the chance
to all participate in one of the academy’s
extension activities: Go-karting, Airsoft, Hair
and Beauty, Robot Building, Photography,
Golf, Ten Pin Bowling, Fishing, Mountain
Biking, Clay Pigeon Shooting, 3D Design and
many more.

Groups can apply through The JCB
Academy website and if successful their
website project will be assigned to one of
the students. If you are a voluntary and
community group based in Staffordshire
and would like a free website built by one of
The JCB Academy students then please visit
the news section at www.jcbacademy.com
For further information, please contact:
Peter Caine on 01889 506100

HMYOI WERRINGTON LITTER
PICKING SCHEME

The latest addition to the list of activities is
website design, where students have the
opportunity to learn how to design and
build a website over a six week period.
However, instead of building a website for
themselves, and under the guidance of the
tutor, students will be producing websites
for Staffordshire based voluntary and
community groups.
The website design activity was initiated
and is also taught by Mr Caine, The JCB
Academy’s PR and Marketing Manager. Mr
Caine joined The JCB Academy in June 2016,

The Parish Council has worked with the
Young Offenders Institute to begin a litter
picking scheme around Werrington and the
surrounding areas, including Wetly Common
and Blue Bell Wood.
A small supervised group of young men has
already tackled Blue Bell Wood where they
removed numerous bin bags of rubbish! The
YOI will continue this work throughout the
year to help to keep our community clean
and free from rubbish.
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Howard Rylands

Werrington

Scarecrow Weekend
9th & 10th September


Theme:

Heroes and Villains

Create and display your themed
scarecrow to join in the fun!
Open to families, individuals, schools,
groups and local businesses

Entry forms/Event Rules
available from Werrington Library,
Ash Bank Fish & Chips,
Werrington News, Just For Kids
Trail Maps from Werrington Library

*Scarecrow Trail Map/*Refreshments (*Charges apply)
Alison Morgan
alimorg@ntlworld.com
01782 766753
Barbara Hughes
hughes321@ntlworld.com
01782 302497
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Werrington Scarecrow event brought to you courtesy of WCVG

MADE WITH LOVE
At Carmountside Cemetery
and Crematorium
For those forever in our hearts
(Home service avalable)
T. 07854 594577
E: madewithloveflowers2017@gmail.com

Baking with Kate
BLUEBERRY RING CAKE

INGREDIENTS FOR THE CAKE – 4oz selfrising flour – 4oz of Stork or Butter (at room
temperature) – 4oz caster sugar – 2 large
eggs – ½ teaspoon baking powder – 8oz
fresh Blueberries – ½ teaspoon full Vanilla
essence. INGREDIENTS FOR THE FROSTING
– 4oz soft cream cheese (cold) – 2oz Butter
(at room temperature) – 10oz icing sugar
(sifted). You will also need a greased 20cm
Ring Cake Tin.

Nails by Becky
Fabulous nails in the
comfort of your own home.

METHOD FOR THE CAKE – Preheat oven
to Gas Mark 4 – cream the butter and
sugar until light and fluffy – add eggs one
at a time whisking well – add flour, baking
powder and Vanilla and whisk until all are
combined. Then stir half the Blueberries
gently into cake mix and pour into prepared
Ring Tin and bake for 25 – 30 minutes until
golden brown. Still in the tin place on a wire
rack to completely cool.

I cater for all ages and occasions.

Mobile: 07530 447400

SAVE ON SAWS
& MOWERS
Why buy new when we can sharpen,
repair and service your saws, mowers,
chainsaws and Strimmer’s?

METHOD FOR THE FROSTING – Mix the
icing sugar and butter until combined then
whisk in the cream cheese until light and
fluffy. Do not over beat – place cake on a
plate and cover with frosting – sprinkle the
other half of the Blueberries then dust with
icing sugar. Enjoy!

We also sharpen tungsten tip blades.
AWG, 185 King Street, Fenton, ST4 2LT
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01782 335000

Spring Cleaning!

will help efficiency and reduce engine wear
to a minimum.
Secondly fuel. Petrol will also ‘degrade’ if
not used so a bike or car which has been
‘laid up’ over the winter may well not
run very well when first started. Adding
fresh fuel could well save hours of head
scratching trying to solve uneven running
on your first excursions of the year.Lastly
brakes. If unused over the worst of the
weather there is real potential for these
to seize up or perhaps more seriously not
release properly! Riding or driving along a
wet road and a wheel ‘locking up’ as you
pass over a metal drain cover can be at the
least disconcerting! An hour spent checking
over the brake systems to make sure
everything is clean and operating properly
is time well spent. Enjoy your days out –
we have wonderful countryside very near
worth the exploration!

The winter weather will be
past us for now (we hope)
and our thoughts will no
doubt be to dust off the
bike, or the car, that has
been sitting wrapped up
in the garage away from
the cold and frost. Even if it has been used
for regular commuting, this is great time to
make sure everything is working well and
efficiently which ultimately means safely!
I’ll mention a few things which benefit from
a check at this time of year. Firstly the oil!
Whether the engine has been in regular use
through the winter or not, the oil will be
dirty and degraded which means it won’t
be able to cool and lubricate as efficiently.
Engine oil is designed to flow easily at low
temperatures and ‘thicken’ up as it warms
up to maintain good engine protection. An
oil change can be an easy DIY job. Run the
engine to warm thoroughly before starting
and drain the oil into a sealable can. You
can dispose of the old oil at the council
waste centres free of charge. Don’t forget to
change the filter and run the engine again
after filling with new oil for a few minutes
before topping up to the correct level. This

Ride and drive safe!
David Gray

Are you an informal Carer of someone
with memory loss or Dementia?

For more information or support please
contact Sandra or Christine at North Staffs
Carers Association on 01782 793100

Join us for a light hearted chat and coffee at
Werrington Library and Wellbeing Centre
The next meeting is on Tuesday 18th April
at 2pm. No need to book, just come along.
You are welcome to come alone or with the
person that you care for.
24

MASTERCRAFT
WINDOWS

Werrington Village Surgery
Patient Participation Group
Meeting Dates 17/18

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES,
REPLACEMENT UNITS, GUTTERS & FASCIAS

Can you help your local surgery?
Werrington Village Surgery has a very active Patient
Participation Group (PPG) who meet quarterly to
provide feedback from a patient perspective to help
improve the surgery. We also have a range of guest
speakers on health related topics.

Argon Filled
K Glass
‘A’ Rated Doors

There is no formal invite, everyone is welcome.
The meetings are held at the surgery from 1.30pm
-3.00pm

‘A’ Rated Windows
70mm Frames
Sculptured Featured
Beads

Thursday 6th April 2017 with Dr Turnidge
Thursday 6th July 2017 with Dr Roach
Thursday 10th October 2017 with Dr Bradley
Thursday 18th January 2018 with Dr Gubbi

Free Quotes
10 Year Guarantee
Windows
All Windows
‘A’ Rated

FENS A
Registered Company

tel/fax: 01782 303189

(Rated as an example of outstanding practice by
CQC)

Cellarhead
and District
Horticultural
Society
Plant Sale Saturday 27th
May 2017, Wetley Rocks
Village Hall 9am -1pm.
Come and buy your good
quality plants at a fraction
of the cost of garden
centres.
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THE
ROOFING
SPECIALIST
QUALITY RELIABLE SERVICE
FLAT ROOFING

• New & Re-roofing
• Kemperol Cold Liquid Roofing
• Fibreglass Roofing
• Re-felting
• Rubber Roofing

TILED ROOFING

Relay
Existing
Tiles

OPTION 2

OPTION 1

• Roofs Tiled or Slated
• Roofs Re-felted & Lathed
• Chimney’s Re-pointed
• Lead Work & Flashing
• Soffits, Fascias & Guttering
Fit
New
Tiles

All work guaranteed | No job too big or too small

For a FREE estimate call TLH Roofing Ltd

01782 926526 | 07583 487771
Email: tlhroofing@gmail.com | www.tlhroofing.co.uk

WHISTON EXECUTIVE TRAVEL
Whiston Executive Travel in Stoke On Trent, Sta ordshire is a fresh and exciting executive travel company that has been
established for 10 years. Fully licensed by the local authority, we provide a rst class travel service. Our aim is not just to
provide executive transport for our customers but to make any travelling as comfortable, exible and pleasant as possible.
We pride ourselves with our excellent customer care services and have many testimonials from satis ed customers
from corporate to public. We provide a complete executive travel and transport service for all types of occasions
and events whether it be an important business trip, airport journey or special occasion. All of our drivers are reliable,
punctual, friendly and smartly attired and will cater to all of your needs. Our prices are competitive and we o er
account facilities .
We are based in Stoke On Trent, Sta ordshire and our executive travel services cover the whole Midlands area.
For private, executive and airport transport, we chau eur our clients across the whole of the UK .

TEL: 01782 304698
MOBILE: 07845 471611
SUZANNE'S
HELPING HANDS

ASH BANK

Don't struggle on your own,
I can help you with:

Established 24 years
Freshly prepared food with a
guarantee of high quality, voted
in the Top 3 Take-Away shops in
Staffordshire.

• General house work
• Laundry / Ironing
• Bed changing
• Shopping

Extensive menu and friendly
atmosphere with Steve, Helen
and Staff who thank you for
your support.

Or anything else you need help
with. We can do the jobs together
OR I can do them for you.

Orders taken for collection on

01782 302365

Tel: 07870 728522

CRB Checked and fully insured.
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child health clinic, dementia support, weight
management and smoking cessation groups
to baby yoga, primary school reading sessions,
ceramic workshops, knitting, creative writing ,
counselling, hairdressing, chess and a tea and
coffee cafe. The volunteer team operate both
the full library service and its computing and
internet facilities.
“This money is something of a ‘life saver’ for
us and will play a vital part in our plans to
continue to expand the Library and Wellbeing
Centre,” says David Shaw, the Group’s
chairman. “The new storage unit will free
up a tremendous amount of space, giving us
more storage and helping a range of different
groups use our premises because they will
have space to store their equipment. The
increased storage will also free up space in the
main centre building, enabling us to introduce
new activities and events, including more
functions.
“We’re very grateful to Lovell. What
particularly impressed us was that we didn’t
have to approach the company for support –
having heard about the centre and its role in
the community, they came to us and asked
what they could do to help.” The Community
Volunteers Group is interested in hearing from
other organisations or individuals willing to
offer support – please contact David Shaw on
01782 302019.

Lovell support helps pioneering Staffordshire
village library and community centre
continue to expand
A pioneering community-run library in
Werrington, Staffordshire, has received a
funding lifeline for its ambitious expansion
plans. Members of the Werrington

Community Volunteers Group – who stepped
in to save the village library when it was
under threat of closure – are celebrating
securing a £2,000 boost from local housing
developer Lovell. As well as continuing
to successfully run the village library, the
Group’s 50 volunteers have transformed it
into Staffordshire’s first library and wellbeing
centre hosting a wide range of social activities,
classes, events and health and wellbeing
services and a fundraising community shop.
Lovell’s donation will enable the Group
to develop the premises even further by
helping them to create a brand-new storage
facility. The new storage building, set to
be constructed behind the Ash Bank Road
building, will enable even more groups
and organisations to use the centre for
community activities. The centre – which
attracts over 500 visits a week - is used for
activities ranging from the police surgery,

Housing developer Lovell is currently
building the successful Scholars Way housing
development in Russell Grove, Werrington,
creating 31 new two-, three- and fourbedroom homes for sale.
Lovell community liaison officer Helen Murphy
says: “When we heard about the Library
and Wellbeing Centre, we were keen to do
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everything we could to help this incredible
community resource which is entirely run by
volunteers and is a fantastic tribute to the
hard work and enthusiasm of local people. As
a company committed to making a difference
in the neighbourhoods where we build, we
aim to support community organisations like
this wherever we can. The success of the
village’s Library and Well-Being Centre reflects
the energy and community spirit which make
Werrington such a great place to live and
we’re extremely pleased to be able to play a
part in the project’s continuing development.”

The Willow Veterinary Clinic
State of the art diagnostic facilities including colour
doppler ultrasound, endoscopy and bronchoscopy,
in-house blood analysis.
Years of surgical experience
with modern fully equipped surgical suites.
Special interest in treating eye cases - the practices
are equipped with a vast array of ophthalmic equipment.

24 hour on-site EMERGENCY service
provision for our registered clients.
C.D.Curry BVSc GPCert
(Ophthal) MRCVS
V.Poole MA VetMB GPCert
(EM&S) MRCVS

Feel free to call the practice for more information
or to arrange a visit to tour our facilities.

385 Leek Road, Endon ST9 9BA

01782 503166

Scotia Road Business Park, Burslem ST6 4HN

01782 826738

Accountancy services
from a local charity

To find out more about Lovell’s new homes
at Scholars Way, visit the sales and marketing
suite and show homes at Scholars Way,
Russell Grove, Werrington, Stoke-on-Trent,
Staffordshire ST9 0E, open on Thursday to
Sunday from 10am to 5pm and on Mondays
from 11am to 5pm. Call 01782 484 935 for
more details or visit www.lovellhomes.co.uk

VAST is a registered charity in Stoke-onTrent providing a professional accounts
and payroll service.
• Accounts
• Payroll
• Bookkeeping
• Independent Examination
• Training and Support
• Healthchecks

How much is your
home worth?
Find out now by visiting www.whitegates.co.uk for a

ACCOUNTANCY

FREE Instant Online Valuation

Whitegates Estate Agents & Lettings.
01782 209935
www.whitegates.co.uk

Tel: 0300 303 8606

No Sale No Fee

£894 Fixed Fee

www.vast.org.uk

Including vat

Full Estate Agency Service
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vast

INVESTING IN
COMMUNITIES

Ladies Only Toning & Fitness Centre
Allen Street, Cheadle
Using 6 Powertone and 6 Easytone machines plus the added value of the world
famous Pilates techniques creates Shapemasters unique 30 minute exercise system.

• Full fitness workout in 40 minutes a day
• Range of membership options
• Full range of Shapemaster toning chairs and beds
• New range of cardio exercise machines:
Cross Trainers, Treadmills and Vibration Plates

The combination of the Tummy Crunch
machine firms and flattens the entire
abdominal group of muscles while
strengthening the lower back, mobilising
hips, knees and tightening buttocks.

Whatever your age, weight or fitness we can shape you up and help you roll back the years

Call Now to arrange your free visit 01538 753 897
Ladies Only Toning & Fitness Centre, Allen Street, Cheadle, ST10 1HJ (opposite leisure centre)
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NEW VOLUNTEER LIBRARY TO SUPPORT VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK RESCUE FUND
Since taking over the library
in Werrington to prevent
its closure the Community
Volunteers Group has
become acutely aware of
the remarkable asset the villagers have in the
Village Hall Car Park with its capacity to hold
nearly 100 vehicles. Without this facility the new
Library and Wellbeing Centre would not be able
to operate to the extent to which it has rapidly
developed due to the limited number of parking
spaces at the Centre itself.

this figure could double and the cost become
unsustainable. Sadly there are no grants
available for car parks so this will have to be
a community project. It is hoped that other
enterprises will follow the library’s lead and
make donations to keep this vital amenity open
and fully operational.

Some weeks over 25 new activities are taking
place so that more and more people are
benefitting from the wide range of wellbeing
services with an average of over 500 visitors each
week. This dramatic improvement in the Centres
fortunes has also had the effect of stemming the
decline in library use as more people are being
exposed to the book service and the number of
new members shows a marked increase over the
previous period..
It became clear that without the ability to
use the Village Hall Car Park development of
the wellbeing services, which have been so
well received by residents, could be seriously
curtailed.
Because of this the volunteers have taken the
decision to pay for the use of the car park and
after the first six months have made an initial
payment of £150 which will be added to the
car park rescue fund. Further payments will be
scheduled in the future to not only help cover
re-surfacing cost but also maintain it for future
generations.
One of the main considerations over this
decision is that the car park will soon be in
urgent need of a major re-surfacing as it is
wearing out and if it should become unusable
then effectively the village would become
gridlocked with parked vehicles, especially during
school run times. It is important therefore that
action is taken as soon as possible to maintain
the car park for the benefit of all.
Currently the car park could be re-surfaced
for around £25,000 but if it is left too late
31
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The Village Hall & Car Park are administered by
a committee of charity trustees on behalf of the
people of Werrington as they are community
assets. District Councillor Ross Ward, who has
been heavily involved with the development of
the library and is a Civil Engineer and Building
Projects Manager, has volunteered to oversee
the project and so that the committee can move
forward on a professional basis.
Local businesses and enterprises who would
like to join with the library to save the car park
can contact David Shaw for more information
on 01782 302019 or david@dsaimaging.co.uk
Civil Engineer Ross
Ward (left) with Derek
Fielding of the Village Hall
Committee examining
one of the latest holes to
appear in the Werrington
Village Hall Car Park.

PAUL SUNDERLAND
High Class Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
Paper Hanging Specialist
Quality Guaranteed
Prompt Attention
O.A.P. Rates 25 years’ experience
For a FREE ESTIMATE
call 01782 766884 or 07779 393896
E-mail - paulthepainter@ntlworld.com

ASHBANK GARAGE LTD

Supporting car owners since 1969
Repairs, MOT and Servicing to any make of vehicle
www.ashbankgarage.co.uk • 01782 303926

SYDNEY T. ALCOCK
FUNERAL SERVICES

K2 Plumbing & Heating

Funeral Director/Carriage Masters

FEMALE PLUMBING & GAS ENGINEER

For all your funeral arrangements call:

All aspects of domestic natural gas
and plumbing work.

(T): 01538 751594

Small and large jobs welcomed.

(M): 07714 588635

Reliable, Reasonible, Quality Work.
Gas Safe Qualified & Registered.

24 Hour Service for All Areas

Water Regulations Qualified.

Tel. 07584 093788

15a Ashbourne Road, Cheadle,
Stoke-on-Trent Staffordshire ST10 1HF

