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Since taking over the library the Werrington 
Community Volunteers have seen a big increase 
in requests from residents for information on 

a wide range of topics because they do not 
know where to go and so the service has 
developed into an information point. The 
volunteers  are pleased to answer your queries 
or pass them on to the relevant authorities 
and so will help wherever they can. Telephone 
01782 302706 or E-mail - werrington.library@
staffordshire.gov.uk

. . . it’s that man again! . . . and the good lady 
Fryer is still poppying as I write but also is a 
little under the weather at the moment which is 
why you have the pleasure (!) of me again. But 
fingers crossed she will be back soon. As I write 
the secret poppy structure  looks amazing and 
now you all know what it is - a Windmill -  and 
certainly gave us a landmark display. Like last year 
the project was the brainchild of the Werrington 
Community Volunteers Group under the direction 
of Jean Fryer - the huge 8ft high Windmill was 
constructed by Chris Lewis and decorated by the 
WCVG ladies. The group would like to thank the 
numerous folk who donated 1,000’s of poppies 
- knitted, crocheted, plastic, felt, ceramic and 

just about 
every other 
material you 
can think of. 
The response 
was amazing 
which makes it 
a truly village 

achievement. It was erected on 
Tuesday 8th November 2016 
all ready for the Remembrance 
Service at the Rock Monument 
at 2pm on Sunday 11th. This 
was followed by a service at 
St. Philips Church and then 
a special reception in the 
Village Hall which was specially 
decorated. There was music from Pat Johnson 
and John Woodward and a full free buffet kindly 
sponsored by Jason at Funky Fillerz. So why a 
Windmill? - because it’s part of our local history. 
It stands at the highest point in Werrington 
approximately 880 ft. (268 metres) above sea 
level, is thought to date from around 1730 and is 
recognised as the main feature of Werrington.  It 
is the insignia on the Chain of Office of the Parish 
Council. The last miller was a Mark Greatbach 
around 1851. Towards the end of its life it was 
used for the grinding of coal to make briquettes. 
During the 2nd World War it was taken over by 
the local platoon of the Home Guard, modified, 
and used as their headquarters, and a lookout 
post. It was taken over by the M.E.B. in 1952.                   
   Be seeing you – David
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WERRNGTON 
POPPIES GO TO USA! 

As part of the poppy fundraising by the 
Community Volunteers Group local arti st Jean 
Fryer, yes that Jean Fryer, produced this poppy 
painti ng which she put on social media to sell 
to the highest bidder.  A bid of £50 won the 
day from a lady in Seatt le USA who made the 
off er as she wanted it for her daughter who is 
named Poppy and so it will be on display the 
other side of the world. The lady’s parents 
sti ll live in Werrington which had made the 
transiti on straight forward and so the painti ng 
was delivered to her mother who will take it 
on her next visit or the buyer will collect next 
ti me she comes to  Werrington. Werringtons 
fame spreads far and wide. Well done Jean.

Generous customers at the Windmill Inn 
raised over £800 towards a minibus for 
Werrington Primary School at a fun Race 
Night organised by Zoe Weston and her team.
The pub football team then made a further 
donati on to bring the total to £1000. The 
headteacher of the school, Philip McLauchlan, 
said that everyone in the school was 
extremely grateful  and thanked all who had 
organised and supported the event. 

Seeing is believing?
Last winter we 
considered the 
challenges the road 
surfaces pose during 
the cold months. 
Observing what we 
are approaching is 
just as criti cal and the 

longer dark nights and lower visibility due 
to rain, fog and even bright sunshine in our 
eyes requires us to develop these skills to 
the best. Motorcyclists have an advantage in 
observati on as they have more fl exibility in 
positi oning, for example to see past a large 
lorry or bus.  However, using our vision to 
build up a picture of what is happening all 
around us will help us to keep ourselves, 
our passengers and other road users safe.  
This scanning of the road in the immediate 
vicinity and as far ahead as possible including 
side roads is a conti nuous process. Spotti  ng 

potenti al hazards and having a plan should it 
happen should become a routi ne habit. For 
example, that car which has just stopped; 
is the driver going to open the door – leave 
enough room when you pass regardless. That 
pedestrian crossing ahead; watch for anyone 
walking towards it – they may just step out. 
The van you are following who is wandering 
around the lane and slowing at ti mes, are they 
looking for an address for a delivery – leave 
enough space to react in case they take some 
sudden acti on. These are just a few simple 
examples but you get the idea.
How about practi cing this next ti me you are 
out on the road? It may seem strange at fi rst 
but to introduce some fun into it, give yourself 
a point each ti me you spot a hazard which you 
prepare for and see what total you get. You’ll 
be surprised how many you could encounter 
for example just on your way to work in the 
morning.  Then next morning see if you can 
beat yesterdays tally! 

Ride and drive safe! – David Gray

Werrington Library & Wellbeing Centre are looking to introduce Chess 
sessions covering accomplished players and beginners. The idea would 
be to run them in aft ernoons with a local Chess expert who has kindly 
volunteered. If you would like to join in the fun let David know. Leave 
a message with contact details on 01782 302019 or e-mail - david@
dsaimaging.co.uk - and if there is suffi  cient interest the Community 
Volunteers Group will start the fi rst sessions in the new year.

Fund raising at the Windmill Inn

Werrington & Wetley 
Rocks Community Carol 

Service

Thurs, 15 December 2016
at

Moorside High School

7.00 pm start
(to be seated by 6.50 pm)

 

Should you have any mobility issues 

please notify the school 

NOW YOU CAN TUNE IN!
As many will know we have our very own 
local radio stati on - Moorlands Radio - but 
sadly recepti on has been very 
poor here and other places. Now 
the good news - they are putti  ng 
up a new bigger transmitt er mast 
so we will be able to tune in. As 
we go to press it should be up 

and running but if not it will be any day. 
And don’t forget the Village Life Radio 

Show with Jean Fryer and David 
Shaw which has been running for 
many years promoti ng our village 
acti viti es. Every third Thursday at 
11am. If you want a menti on e-mail 
info to - jfryer229@gmail.com

SPECIAL EVENTS FOR
WHEELCHAIR USERS

Your Community 
Library & Wellbeing 
Centre is easily 
accessible for 
wheelchair users 
and so it is looking 
to hold special 
events.

To do this we could do with someone who 
could help the committ ee to organise and 
so if you are interested contact David on 
01782 302019
or david@dsaimaging.co.uk. It would 
also be good to get some idea of what 
wheelchair users would want so please let 
us know of any thoughts.
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          Cars, 4x4s & Light Commercials

All Makes & Models
> Mechanical Repairs  > Diagnostic Testing
> Air Conditioning > Tyres & Exhausts
 > MOT Preparation  > Clutches & Brakes

> Servicing > Cambelts > Welding

                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094
                                                                           DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier | Caverswall Common | Stoke-on-Trent | ST11 9EU

          Cars, 4x4s

All Makes 
> > Mechanical Repairs
> > Air Conditioning 
 >  > MOT Preparation  

> > Servicing 

                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094
                                                                           DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier | Caverswall Common

          Cars

                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094
                                                                           DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier
                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094

                                                                           DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier
                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094

Friendly, Reliable 
& Affordable

                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094
                                                                           DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier

K2 Plumbing & Heating
FEMALE PLUMBING & GAS ENGINEER

Tel. 07584 093788

All aspects of domestic natural gas
and plumbing work.

Small and large jobs welcomed.

Reliable, Reasonible, Quality Work.

Gas Safe Qualified & Registered.

Water Regulations Qualified.

Scott  Leathem has been a stalwart of the 
Werrington Young Persons Support Group since 
it opened the Friday Club 8 years ago. One of the 
main objecti ves was to help enhance the lives 
of young people in the village, something which 
has been measurably achieved and so the club 
has proved to be very successful, benefi ti ng not 
only the youngsters but all residents by helping 
make Werrington more intergenerati onal. On 

opening night all those years ago a 
young Scott  Leathem joined the club 
and he has remained with it ever since 
becoming a Helper and then Team 
Leader when he reached the maximum 
club age of 15 and then took an acti ve 
part in running the club. The Police & 
Crime Commissioner ran a competi ti on 
to reward young people who shined in 
their local communiti es for which Scott  
was nominated and his achievements 
were offi  cially recognised when it was 
announced that he had won an award 
of a Samsung Tab Acti ve Computer. 
Young Persons Group Chairman David 
Shaw could not hide his delight when 
the news was announced - “we are 

all really proud of Scott ’s achievements and 
delighted that they have been   recognised in 
such a presti gious way. Scott  has also helped 
to again establish Werrington as a hub of 
community engagement” Our photograph shows 
Matt hew Ellis, Police & Crime Commissioner 
presenti ng Scott  with his award at a special 
ceremony at Staff ord Police Headquarters.

POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER
RECOGNISES WERRINGTON YOUNG

PERSONS ACHEIVEMENT
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Werrington Primary School and the ‘Seven Stars’
Our school is part of the ‘Seven Stars’ network 
of schools which consists of Abbey Hulton 
Primary School, Carmountside Primary 
Academy, Etruscan Primary School, Forest 
Park Primary School, St. Marks Primary 
School, Thomas Boughey Nursery School 
and Werrington Primary School. On Tuesday 
20th September, our School Councils met at 
Werrington Primary School to discuss bullying 
and what we can do to make sure that it doesn’t 
happen. Children from each school shared 
their thoughts and ideas on how we can work 
together to keep everyone safe and happy in 

our schools. It was really good to make friends 
with children from diff erent schools and to 
fi nd out about all the things that we have 
in common, and the things that are unique 
to each of our school. By the end of the day 
we had created a ‘Seven Stars Anti  Bullying 
Manifesto’ and a poster to display in all of our 
schools. Our next Seven Stars School Councils 
meeti ng is at Carmountside Primary Academy 
early in the New Year. We are all looking 
forward to meeti ng up again and working 
on our next project. By the School Council of 
Werrington Primary School

C.D.Curry BVSc GPCert 
(Ophthal) MRCVS
V.Poole MA VetMB GPCert 
(EM&S) MRCVS

The Willow Veterinary Clinic

Years of surgical experience 
with modern fully equipped surgical suites. 

Special interest in treating eye cases - the practices 
are equipped with a vast array of ophthalmic equipment. 

24 hour on-site EMERGENCY service
provision for our registered clients.

Feel free to call the practice for more information 
or to arrange a visit to tour our facilities.

385 Leek Road, Endon ST9 9BA

01782 503166
Scotia Road Business Park, Burslem ST6 4HN

01782 826738

State of the art diagnostic facilities including colour

in-house blood analysis. 
ultrasound, endoscopy and bronchoscopy,  doppler 
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Formally health visitor FAB cafe, now 
mummy-led. Join our small, friendly 
baby group every Thursday 10-11.30 at 
Werrington Children’s Centre (within 
the library) for breastfeeding support, 
information, advice and heaps of 
encouragement. Refreshments readily 
available. Suggested donation £1. We would 
love to see any pregnant mums wanting 
to find out more, newborns right up to 
established feeders. Various sessions taking 
place over the next few months including 
first aid, baby photographs, baby wearing 
sling studio & Christmas party when 
we will draw our wonderful raffle with 

prizes including spa day, cinema tickets, 
beauty voucher and lots more. For more 
information contact Debbie, Karen, Sarah or 
Lisa via Werrington Library

Werrington’s Breast Babies

How can I express my sincere thanks to 
everyone who has contributed poppies
to this year’s Remembrance Day Poppy 
Project at the Jubilee Garden and 
Memorial Rock? I cannot mention any 
group, establishment or individual by name 
as I have received so many from people 
who have not identified themselves. On 
my many visits to the library I have usually 

POPPIES,POPPIES,POPPIES
been met with a bag of knitted or crocheted 
poppies which have been dropped off 
there not to mention those pushed 
through my letter box. I have had cut out 
poppies made in the library from 2 year 
old children through to grandmothers and 
also some dads have had a go. As I write 
this I have promises of ceramic, plastic and’ 
pop bottle bottom’ poppies from 4 other 
establishments which I  am
confident will be delivered on time. 
What an absolutely fantastic Community 
Project this has been and I hope you have 
appreciated and found some comfort
in this year’s Remembrance Memorial.  I 
thank you all for supporting this annual 
event by the Werrington Community 
Volunteers group who have worked hard 
to support the Royal British Legion’s 2016 
Poppy Appeal. Thank you to everyone who 
participated.

Jean Fryer
To apply for Sept 2017 and for further information please visit

www.jcbacademy.com

A Unique
Opportunity

APPLY NOW

Admissions open until 31/01/2017

The JCB Academy is an innovative 
school for students aged 14-18 with an 
interest in engineering and/or business. 
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Advert-210x148-Apply-now.pdf   1   18/10/16   12:43:43



10

Here l am speaking about humans in general 
and the way that nature fi nds a way to ensure 
survival against our attempts to exert control 

over the environment which 
we both share. The case of 
Apple pests is a good example. 
In Victorian Times the Apple 
Sucker was a major pest. It was 
a giant greenfl y which gave rise 

to one sided Apples. Along comes the Oil 
industry with a solution, so “spray your trees 
with winter tar oil washes”. They were actually 
getting rid of a waste product and making 
money too! By suffocating the eggs of the 
Apple Sucker the desired result was achieved. 
However the mosses and lichens which were 
growing on the tree branches and trunk also 
were killed. Now the Fruit Tree Red Spider 
Mite had then to move to the leaves to feed. 
It was a minor pest because of the number of 
predator insects that fed on it. By that time 
the Apple Aphid had become enemy number 
one! Along come the scientists who say “use 
DDT, just the solution you need!” And it 
was! All the aphids were killed( or nearly so). 
The aphids that survived became resistant to 
DDT and quickly multiplied worse still the 
predators to the Red Spider Mite were killed 
and the mite population ballooned! All this 
caused increasingly powerful organophosphate 
pesticides to be introduced to control both 
pests. 
Why didn’t we put up with a few 
one-sided apples? In Australia a major 
export was Lamb but as fencing was 

extremely expensive on a large scale they 
imported a Cactus which could be used for 
the purpose. Unfortunately it liked conditions 
so much that it became a weed! No problem 
thought the sheep farmers; it
can be controlled by cultivating the soil. The 
problem was that it spread beyond where 
cultivation was practicable.  To control these 
“weeds” insect predators of the cactus was 
imported, and guess what, as well as killing 
the weed cactus it killed the cactus fences as 
well! Artifi cial fences had to be resorted to! 

However we are starting to see the benefi ts 
of working with nature. 
No longer are chemical sprays used to 
kill all 8 species of worms when only two 
species make the casts which invite weed 
seeds into fi ne turf, an irritant spray is used 
instead and the worms stay underground. The 
glass house industry now uses a predator 
to control whitefl y not highly toxic sprays. 
The moral of all this is work with nature 
when ever you can and aviod the use of 
chemicals unless the need is dire and you 
know the after effects.

BACK TO NATURE - GARDENING WITH JOE SMITH

The 15th Annual Horti cultural show of 
Cellarhead Horti cultural Society took place 
on August 27th 2016 at Wetley Rocks 
Village Hall. 
The Horti cultural Society were pleased to 
welcome members from other societi es from 
around the area who produced a dazzling 
show of fl owers and vegetables which gave 
the judges a hard ti me picking winners.  
However, they had no problems awarding 
the top prize “Best in Show” to the amazing 

pot leek (pictured).  It weighed six and a 
half pounds and was grown by Mr. Maurice 
Sargeant from Brown Edge. The Society meets 
on the fi rst Tuesday of every month at 8pm 
in Wetley Rocks Village Hall.   Speakers cover 
the spectrum of horti cultural topics.   Lectures 
are free and open to all.  New members are 
always welcome.  Member ship is £2.  For 
more details contact the Society Chairman Joe 
Smith on 01538 551609.
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This year the 
pupils at Moorside 
High School have 
conti nued to build 
upon the successes 
of their former 
alumni.  In 2014, the 
school was ranked 
in the top 20% of 
schools nati onally 
for the progress of 

it’s pupils.  In 2015, the GCSE results were the 
second best in the Staff ordshire Moorlands 
and fi ft h in the Local Authority.  However, in 
2016 the pupils excelled themselves, placing 
the school third out of the 48 schools in the 
Local Authority.  82% of pupils achieved 5 
A* - C and the new government measure 
of ‘Progress 8’, meant that pupils achieved 
over half a grade above nati onal standards.  
In additi on, the school was ranked third for 
‘Att ainment 8’ and fi ft h for those achieving 
the challenging English Baccalaureate (Ebacc) 
measure (those achieving a C grade and 
above in English, Maths, Science, Humaniti es 
and a Foreign Language).  Impressively, the 
percentage of pupils achieving more than the 
progress expected of them in English, placed 
the school fourth out of 48.  25% of all grades 

achieved by the cohort were at grade A or A*.
There were phenomenal individual successes 
to: - 
Charlott e Johnson - 11A’s, 1A 
Grace Burgin - 8A*, 4A 
Mitchell Birkin - 7A*, 4A, 1B 
Sarah Smallman - 7A*, 3A 
Charlott e Friesner - 5A*, 6A, 1B  
Edward Gorton - 4A*, 8A 
Tommie Cooke - 12A 
Hannah Harrison - 2A*, 9A, 1B 
Chloe Fahey - 9A, 3B
Additi onally, the post-16 provision at 
Moorlands VI Form saw the centre placed as 
one of the best performing post 16 centres in 
the county, with 52% of pupils achieving A*-B 
grades.  100% of Moorside High School pupils 
who decided to move from there to university 
were successful!    
A Level successes included: - 
Farah Barber - English Literature A*, History 
A*, Economic A, RE B 
Robert Mapperson - Physics A*, Maths A*, 
Further Maths A Chemistry A 
Jordan Wheeler - Physics A, Maths A, Further 
Maths B, Computi ng A*  
Chloe Warren - Psychology A, English Language 
A Geography B 
Chris Smith - Psychology A, Drama B, History A  
James Morton - English Literature B, Drama 
A*, History B

Moorside celebrates another 
set of fabulous results!

WINTER QUIZ 2016
1. Anagram -Aft er a bathroom bop
           CAN DEPART

2. Below are listed 3 towns and citi es.  
    Can you unscramble them?
           OTAPNNOHMTR  
           OTMUTPHOSR  
           MDALCECILFES 

3.Each word in this familiar phrase has had 
   a lett er changed or added.
            BALL LANDS IN DESK!

Spot the Spot  - Who is eagle eyed enough 
to guess the locati on of this mystery picture.

Answers on page 17Answers on page 17
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SYDNEY T. ALCOCK

(T): 01538 751594 
(M): 07714 588635

For all your funeral arrangements call:

15a Ashbourne Road, Cheadle, 
Stoke-on-Trent Staffordshire ST10 1HF

24 Hour Service for All Areas

Funeral Director/Carriage Masters

FUNERAL SERVICES

MASTERCRAFT
WINDOWS

O V E R  2 5  Y E A R S  E X P E R I E N C E

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES,
REPLACEMENT UNITS, GUTTERS & FASCIAS

Argon Filled

K Glass

‘A’ Rated Doors

‘A’ Rated Windows

70mm Frames

Sculptured Featured
Beads

FENSA
Registered Company

Free Quotes

10 Year Guarantee 
Windows

All Windows 
‘A’ Rated

tel/fax: 01782 303189

KEEP YOUR PETS  HAPPY
Regular health checks are important as even 
though not all cats and dogs require annual 
vaccinati on, we like to see all of our pati ents 
yearly for a health check. The importance 
of this came home to us during the Autumn 
when Clive demonstrated to a new member 
of staff  how we perform the yearly check up 
on our own dog, Brian. During the check he 
found a small lump on the front of Brian’s 
gum, which we hadn’t previously seen as 
it was tucked out of the way under his lip. 
Brian had the lump removed and analysed, 
and we were all surprised to fi nd that it was 
a type of cancer. Brian is now undergoing 
treatment and hopefully on the road to 
recovery. The annual check up involves a 
clinical examinati on of the body and mouth 
and a discussion about which vaccines will 
be needed for your pet. For some pets we 

may suggest a blood test to see whether 
there is suffi  cient immunity without a 
vaccine.  The annual review is also a good 
ti me to discuss your pet’s parasite control, 
and to ensure that you are covering for 

fl eas, ti cks and worms appropriately. The 
Willow Veterinary Clinic off ers free annual 
health checks for all regular clients following 
a primary vaccine course with us. Contact 
Willow in Washerwall Lane on 01782 
302669 - Victoria Poole, MA VetMB MRCVS. 
Willow Veterinary Clinic.

Would you like to join our new and exciti ng 
Creati ve Writi ng Group?  Starti ng in February 
and to be held monthly in the Library & 
Wellbeing Centre the Group will meet on 
Saturday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon although this 

can be varied to best suit the group.  It will 
be suitable for ages 16+ and all abiliti es are 
welcome. So if you are already writi ng or would 
like guidance on how to start, come along 
and join in. This new development is being 
organised by Dorothy Chadwick, a local resident 
who successfully ran a similar Group in Longton 
for 3 years.  Dorothy is a published author and 
is very keen to get this new venture underway! 
If you would like to join or have further 
informati on, please contact Dorothy on 303698.

Join your local lottery
Cash prizes every month Join “Win with 
Werrington” for as litt le as £1 per month and you 
will be allocated a random number. You can have 
as many numbers as you like and so increase your 
chances of winning. Numbers are entered into a 
draw on the third Monday in each month. Winners 
receive a cheque for 50% of the fund to date; the 
remaining 50% goes to benefi t Werrington - IN 
FULL - there are no administrati on costs as we 
are all volunteers. Call 01782 303192 for an entry 
form and support YOUR community with all these 
things.

*Werrington in Bloom * Village Life Magazine * Village 
Life Website * Village Life Radio * Jubilee Gardens 
* Village Seati ng * Christmas lights * Norwegian 
Spruce trees * Road Safety & Safe Parking Campaigns 
* Edible Garden in Primary School * Werrington 
Lott ery * Community E-News * Scarecrow Weekends 
* Poppy event to commemorate WW1 centenary* 
Neighbourhood Focus and Crime Preventi on Assembly * 
AND NOW THE LIBRARY & WELLBEING CENTRE
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WERRINGTON GOES POTTY! WHATS  ON WITH WENDY
Ceramics  workshops are now underway in a Staff ordshire village,  yet another additi on 
to what’s on off er at Werrington Library since Werrington Community Volunteer Group 
stepped in to run the library to save it from closure. The workshops are being sponsored 
by Amanda Bosson of Cromarti e 
Hobbycraft  who provide the 
materials for the projects and 
also by ceramic arti st, Alison 
Morgan, who teaches the classes.  
The fi rst workshop, ‘Pudgie the 
Patchwork Elephant’ was held 
during the summer holidays 
and was aimed at youngsters 
and during the second class 
Werrington ladies enjoyed decorati ng a lovely vase with a ‘ Poppy’ design.  The next class 
will have a ‘Christmas’ theme.  Class fees go towards the running of the library, so everyone 
who att ends is helping to ensure that our library stays open. Examples of the pieces to be 
made on future workshops are displayed in the library a few weeks before each class and 
no experience is necessary as Alison will guide you every step of the way, so why not sign 
up for the next class and unleash your creati ve side!  

To fi nd out more you can contact Alison on 07710 399752 or alimorg@ntlworld.com or visit the 
‘Village Life and Community Volunteer Group Acti viti es’ Facebook page.  Details can also be found on 
the ‘VillageLife’ app.

The Library and Wellbeing Centre 
conti nues to be well uti lised with the wide-
ranging acti viti es and services taking place.  In 
additi on to the conti nuing Library & Informati on 
Service which includes computer access,  the 
following regular sessions take place:- Health 
Visiti ng Services, Bay Bounce, Mum & Baby 
chat, Hairdressing- ladies & gents,  Staff ordshire 
Police drop-in, Knit & Natt er, Werrington Primary 
& Moorside High Schools reading, Friendship 
mornings, Together 4Health lifestyle support, 
Dementi a Support Group meeti ngs, look out 
for further publicity on future acti viti es.  We 
also had a tremendously successful “Big Coff ee 
Morning” and a wonderful “Down Memory 
Lane” aft ernoon.  A writi ng group is planned 
for February onwards; please see the arti cles in 
this magazine for further details of all of these 
events. Our small Community Shop is proving 
very successful so why not call in to see what 
is on off er - check out the range of goodies and 
value for money prices! 
For further informati on on session ti mes and 
contact details please call into the Library to 
view the schedule of events or call the Library 
on 302706.  You can also visit our website www.
werringtoncommunitylibrary.co.uk  If you would 
like to off er an acti vity or put on a session please 
contact Wendy Sandbrook on 01782 302493.

The Village Hall conti nues to be a very 
popular venue for meeti ngs such as, the 
Women’s Insti tute, Endon Players Dramati c 
Society, the RSPCA, Weightwatchers, Slimming 
World, Parish Council, Village Hall Committ ee 
and the Werrington Young Persons’ Support 
Group as well as  a range of acti viti es for all 
levels of abiliti es i.e.  Yoga, Jujitsu, Ballet & Tap, 
Kick Boxing and, Judo- which is now available 
on Monday evenings as well as Fridays.  There 
is also a wide range of 50+ acti viti es - Sewing & 
Craft , Table Tennis, Sequence Dancing and, Art 
classes. During the school terms, Pre-School, 
which caters for 2-4 year olds, is available 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday mornings and 
Thursday and Friday mornings and aft ernoons.  
For further informati on on; the Village Hall 
schedule, contact details for the acti vity 
organisers, how to make a room booking  for 
a private event or to off er an acti vity  please 
contact Derek Fielding on  01782 303093

To have your venue or 
event included contact 
Wendy Sandbrook on 
01782 302493

Photocopies R Us!
One of the many services provided by your Community 
Library is photocopying. There is a top-of-the-range machine
which produces quality copies at 10p for black & white and 
50p for colour. The proceeds are ploughed back into the
Werrington library to provide more and more services.

TOP TIPS FOR WINTER 
DRIVING SAFETY

Fire-fi ghters are urging people to take extra 
care on the roads now that the winter 
weather has arrived. Staffordshire Fire and 
Rescue Service is reminding motorists that 
it is more important than ever to ensure 
vehicles are serviced and well-maintained 
when the driving conditions are poor. There 
have been 1,822 road traffi c collisions 
across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-Trent 
over a three-year period with the number 
of incidents traditionally seeing an increase 
when the roads are icy or wet. Driving can 
become much more hazardous when the 
dark, wet winter nights draw in and it is vital 
that people drive to the conditions of the 
road. 

The second biggest cause of road traffi c 
collisions across Staffordshire and Stoke-on-
Trent are classifi ed as ‘ill-judged actions’, for 
example travelling too fast for the conditions 
of the road. This equates to 31 per cent of 
all RTCs within the county.  A total of 17 
per cent of all of these incidents occur in 
Stoke-on-Trent which is why it is vital that 
we get these safety messages out to our 
communities and warn them of the potential 
risks they face if they don’t drive sensibly, 
particularly in severe weather. Leave plenty 
of time for journeys so that they can drive at 
a slower pace and ensure that you arrive at 
your destination.

For £10 per year you or a friend can 
have all 4 editions sent to you by post.

Village Life is now available by post.
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Shooting against the light can produce some 
striking images, particularly towards dusk 
when the sun is low. Unusual foreground and 
distant object shapes can add to the dramatic 
effect, as can be seen in the picture taken on
Cheadle car park. Move around so you do 
not get the sun shining into the lens although 
sometimes a sun burst can enhance the 
picture.

LORD BAMFORD PRESENTED
WITH WERRINGTON POPPY

Last year the Werrington Poppy Man was used 
by the Royal British Legion to launch the poppy 
campaign for Staffordshire and this year it was 
the turn of The JCB Academy in Rocester. We 
were invited to attend and had the pleasure 
of meeting Lord Bamford Chairman of JCB 
who was very interested in all our activities 
now based around the Community Library & 
Wellbeing Centre where the Academy is one of 
the sponsors. As a souvenir Jean Shaw presented 
Lord Bamford with a Werrington Knitted Poppy 
which he said he would wear with pride. Our 
photograph shows Jean left with Lord Bamford 
and Annmarie Jones RBL Community Fundraiser.

Harvest at Wetley Rocks
At Wetley Rocks Methodist Church we 
celebrated our harvest festival service in 
October. The ladies of the church decorated it 
beautifully using milling flour and making bread 
as a theme and at the front of the church was a 
lovely windmill which had been specially made 
for the occasion. 

The poem The Windmill by Henry Wadsworth 
Longfellow was read out at each service and 
everyone who attended received a bookmark 
with the poem on one side and details of the 
church’s activities on the other, along with a 
small fresh bread roll. The morning service was 
led by Mr Peter Mitchell who used the story of 
the workers in the vineyard (St. Matthew 20), 
to look at the generosity of the vineyard owner 
but also the generosity of God to all people. Mr 
Arthur Massey led our evening service and the 
account of the ten lepers being healed and only 
one being grateful enough to return to Jesus to 
thank him. He also spoke on how important it is 

to appreciate the fruits of God’s spirit found in 
Paul’s letter to the Galatians whilst also looking 
at the wonderful displays of ‘fruits’ in church. 

Following our delicious pie and pea supper on 
the Tuesday evening Mrs Mary Joynson gave us 
a very informative talk on her Traidcraft trip to 
Malawi and Zambia she took a few years ago. 
She showed us how people ‘managed’ with 
what they had but how us buying Fairtrade 
products thousands of miles away can have a 
huge effect on their standard of living for them. 
Children have to wear school uniforms and if 
families are poor to afford them their children 
don’t get the opportunity to attend but with 
money from sales of their produce they can 
which in turn will improve everything. Also 
we have a toy service on Sun 11th December 
10.45am. Visiting speaker is Captain Lesley 
Pilsel of Leek Corps of the Salvation Army. 
Gifts of new toys appreciated. 18th December 
6.30pm Carol service led by Mrs Pat Batigan 
and Revd Darren Edge, followed by tea and 
mince pies.

Why buy new when we can sharpen, 
repair and service your saws,  

mowers, chainsaws and Strimmer’s? 

We also sharpen tungsten tip blades.  

AWG, 185 King Street, Fenton, ST4 2LT

01782 335000

SAVE ON SAWS 
& MOWERS

SPRING QUIZ 2016 - Answers
1. Tap Dancer

2. NORTHAMPTON - PORTSMOUTH -         

MACCELSFIELD

3. BALL LANDS IN DESK!

SPOT THE SPOT
Answer - Sign on Steve’s Chip shop on 
Ash bank

TAKING BETTER 
PHOTOGRAPHS
By “Snapper Shaw”

TV OPPORTUNITY TRANSFORMS 
LOCAL DISTRICT NURSE

Hello – my name is Sharon Martin, I am 46yrs 
old and have recently become the District 
Nursing Sister for Werrington, based at the 
clinic on Salters Close. Recently I saw an 

advertisement for a new TV programme which 
would transform people’s lives. I applied 
and was successful. I was finding it hard to 
pick myself up off the floor after bandaging 
patient’s legs etc. On one occasion an elderly 
patient asked if she could help me!

The programme is called This Time Next Year 
presented by Davina McCall....I pledged to 
lose weight and lost 6st ...I have gone from 
size 22 to 14 in 12 months. I have done this by 
reducing my portion sizes, a little exercise and 
Nordic walking. With my own team I stipulated 
that we all had a daily lunch break. I have so 
much more energy. My health has benefited 
too.
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FIFTH CHRISTMAS 
WERRINGTON 
KIDZ2KIDZ FUND
Formed only four years ago the Kidz2Kidz Fund 
launched by the Werrington Young Persons 
Support Group has gone from strength to 
strength with over 500 families benefi ti ng 
year on year. Sponsored by the Co-op, the Red 
Cow Golf Club, Wrights Pies and Staff ordshire 
Moorlands District Council the fund provides 
toys generously donated by Co-op customers 
throughout the area to disadvantaged children 
in the Staff ordshire Moorlands in additi on to 
making emergency funds available and toiletry 
packs to distressed mums in refuges.

The 2016 campaign is already underway, funds 
have rolled in and the Co-operati ve Food 
Stores are about to launch their “Give-a-Toy” 

campaign. The organisers are parti cularly 
grateful to the Red Cow Golf Club who have 
fi nancially sponsored Kidz2Kidz since its 
incepti on and made it possible for the group to 
help disadvantaged folk with monetary aid. If 
you would like to help or need the funds support 
contact David Shaw on 01782 302019 or e-mail – 
david@dsaimaging.co.uk
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NEWS FROM THE PEWS 
IN WETLEY ROCKS.

Wetley Rocks Methodist Church, Main 
Road, Wetley Rocks

“Money, money, money.......” We all recognise 
the ti tle of the 1976 Abba song but do we all 
know where the quote “....the love of money 
is the root of all evil...” comes from?  It is from 
Paul’s fi rst lett er to his friend Timothy in the 
New Testament. From wherever we look at our 
lives, whether as individuals or as members of 
a wider community money plays an important 
part. There is, of course, nothing wrong with 
money; it is the basis of civilisati on. However, it 
is what we do with the money we have which 
can make a diff erence, not only to our own lives 
but also to the lives of others. At our church 
we seem to be asking for money all the ti me! 
We do have a fairly big, seventy-eight year old 
building to maintain and we do have to pay 
towards our clergy and for administrati ve and 
legal support but do you know where else the 
money has gone in recent months?

We have supported:- Walking with the 
wounded – a charity founded in 2010 for 
the re-educati on and re-training of our 
wounded servicemen and women, Orbis – an 
internati onal charity operati ng the world’s 
only fl ying eye hospital, Famine Relief – who 
work in areas where death from starvati on 
is common, Help for Heroes – a 2007 charity 
which helps to provide bett er faciliti es for 
wounded Briti sh service personnel, Living 
Hope – an organisati on through which we 
support a specifi c family in Pakistan by paying 

to educate their daughters. The Cumbria 
Flood Appeal, North Staff s Young Carers – a 
volunteer organisati on giving care and support 
to vulnerable young people in Stoke-on-
Trent, Methodist Homes for the Aged – an 
independent charity, set up in 1943 to care for 
people with dementi a, The Turn on the Tap 
Appeal – to provide clean water in refugee 
camps in South Sudan, Samaritan’s Purse – the 
charity which runs Operati on Christmas Child 
shoebox appeal.

None of the many hundreds of pounds we 
have sent to the above chariti es would have 
been possible without the support of the 
wider community, not just within Werrington 
but from further afi eld too. Whilst our charity 
support is an important part of what we stand 
for as a Christi an church we rely on the social 
interacti on as part of our day to day lives, 
including :- our 10.40am Sunday Service, 
the weekly Thursday morning ‘Ash Cafe’, our 
Coff ee Mornings on the third Tuesday of every 
month, our Ladies Group meeti ngs at 7.45pm 
each third Monday of the month, the Men’s 
Breakfast group at 9.15am on the second 
Saturday of each month and for the young 
people the Girls’ Brigade meet every Thursday 
evening at 6.30pm.

“Jesus is the reason for the Season” 
has been our Christmas slogan for the last few 
years and we would love to welcome you at 
one of the special services at this wonderful 
ti me.  Our Carol Service will take place at 6pm 
Sunday 11th December, the following Sunday 
our 10.40am service will be organised by the 
members themselves with no preacher (or 
sermon!), we will have a midnight service, 
starti ng at 11pm on Christmas Eve and a short 
service at 10am on Christmas Day. Please try 
to fi nd the ti me to let us welcome you into our 
church and perhaps for you to welcome Jesus 
Christ into your life. John Smith – Werrington 
Methodist Church.

Co-op, 
Red Cow Golf Team

 Wrights Pies 
Staff ordshire Moorlands District Council

NEW SERVICE FROM 
YOUR COMMUNITY 
LIBRARY

Transport for residents with mobility 
problems - Support Staff ordshire is pleased 
to join with the Werrington Community 
Library & Wellbeing Centre to provide 
a service to residents who experience 
mobility problems and cannot use public 
transport easily.  Hundreds of people rely 
on volunteer drivers to do everyday things 
that most of us take for granted. A simple 
trip to the shops or an appointment at 
the doctors can be complicated, if not 
impossible, for some people without the 
support of a volunteer driver. Anyone 
interested in volunteering as a driver, 
or taking up any other volunteering 
opportunity on off er, can fi nd out more 

from the Support Staff ordshire Volunteer 
Advisor, Barbara Milford who is based at 
Werrington Community Library & Wellbeing 
Centre every Thursday from 10am to 12pm. 
To book an appointment with Barbara ring 
01539 398240 or, to fi nd out more about 
being a volunteer driver, contact Sally 
Bentley on 01538 386888.
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES 
IN WERRINGTON.

News From St. Philip’s and St. John’s

The past few months have been a ti me of 
adjustment for our churches following the 
reti rement of Rev.Sue Goodwin. That said it’s 
been a really busy ti me too. We are thrilled 
that so many families are choosing to contact 
us with requests for Thanksgiving services or 
Bapti sms, in fact we’re booked up well into 2017 
now. The birth of a child is a really exciti ng and 
signifi cant part of many people’s life journey and 
oft en there is a sense of wanti ng to thank God 
and seek his blessing on the new born additi on 
to the family. Many people are unsure of how 
the church can help them mark this signifi cant 
event. We are happy to talk you through both 
a Thanksgiving Service and a Bapti sm and see 
which fi ts best with your own circumstances. If 
you are wondering about how to celebrate this 
signifi cant stage in your own family then please 
call, email or drop into church when you see 
the door open and ask for details. Don’t forget 
Bapti sm isn’t just for babies; it’s available to 
anyone who wants to mark their fresh beginning 
with Christ. We are told that God loved us so 
much that he sent his Son to die for us. This 
generous love of God, which we celebrate at 
Christmas is available for all and if you’d like to 
talk about this then please get in touch or pop 
into any of our services.
As we approach Christmas, for some it is a 
diffi  cult ti me maybe because this year they 
have lost someone dear to them, if this is you 
or someone you know, then you might like 
to come along to our memorial service on 
December 11th at St. Philip’s at 4pm. You’d be 
made very welcome. Christmas for many though 

is a joyful, exciti ng and busy ti me. Why not take 
the opportunity to refl ect on the real “reason 
for the season” and come along to any of our 
Christmas services?  Children might really like to 
be involved in our Christi ngle service at 6pm on 
Christmas Eve at St.Philip’s or why not go as a 
family to carols in the cow shed in Wetley Rocks, 
also on Christmas Eve at 6pm. Contact any of the 
church team or see below for details. I pray that 
you have a blessed and peaceful Christmas. Rev 
Darren Edge, 
Curate Werrington and Wetley Rocks.

Special Services during December

St.Philip’s Church Werrington 
11th December 4pm: Memorial Service
15th December 7pm Community Carol Service 
at Moorside High School
18th December 10:15 am Nati vity Service,  6pm 
Carol Service
24th December 6pm Christi ngle Service, 
11:30pm Holy Communion
25th December 10am Family Holy Communion

St. John’s Church Wetley Rocks
18th December 6:30pm United Carol Service at 

Wetley Rocks Methodist Chapel
24th December 6pm Carols in the Cow Shed, 
Farfi elds Farm, Main Road Wetley Rocks ST90AP
24th December 11:15pm Holy Communion
25th December 10:30 Family Holy Communion

NEWS FROM WERRINGTON 
PARISH COUNCIL

“IF IT WASN’T FOR OUR LENGTHSMAN 
WHAT WOULD OUR VILLAGE LOOK 
LIKE?”
In ti mes past parish councils employed a 
Lengthsman to trim hedges and clear ditches 
along village roads. These jobs are now 
undertaken by district and county councils 
but Werrington Parish Council employs a 
Lengthsman – ‘Arthur’ – who concentrates on 
trying to make sure that the village and Meigh 
Road Park are free from litt er. As the number 
of compliments about Arthur’s commitment to 
keeping the village clean and ti dy testi fy, it is a 
parish council service that is highly prized.
However, the parish council occasionally 
receives complaints about litt er, especially at 
‘litt er hot spots’ usually outside shops or in the 
park. Considering a recent complaint the parish 
council pondered the questi on …. without 
Arthur how would the village look? Last year 
the parish council awarded a certi fi cate in 
recogniti on of a local youngster’s ‘litt er busti ng’ 
on a footpath leading to Wetley Common and 
encouraged other residents to play their part.
A simple but ti mely reminder to children/
grandchildren and each other not to drop 
litt er would be helpful. Through the work of 
the Lengthsman Werrington Parish Council is 
contributi ng to a litt er free village.  As to the 
scourge of dog fouling, clearing dog mess is not a 
job for the Lengthsman. Responsible dog owners 
bag it and bin it. Dropping litt er and allowing 
dogs to foul is not only anti -social it’s illegal and 
off enders are liable to heft y fi nes.
Off enders can be reported to the District Council 
on 0345 605 3014.

One of the 
aspects of 
the new 
volunteer run 
Werrington 
Library and 
Wellbeing 
Centre which 
has really 
taken off  is the 
Community 

Shop where people donate items for sale. 
Because of its success the amount of space has 
had to be doubled over the past few weeks and 
so is proving to be an important fundraiser for 
the venture. If you have any unwanted items 
just drop them off  or they will collect. One of 
the many famous name items donated was a 
Beswick Horse which an eagle-eyed volunteer 
noti ced could be of value and checked it out on 
the internet with the result that they contacted 
TV anti ques star Charles Hanson who readily 
agreed to help, and waive his fees to benefi t the 
volunteer group. 
The item was sold at Hanson’s Salerooms in 
Etwall, near Derby raising £120! with Charles 
donati ng his fees to the library, He is now 
working with the Werrington Volunteers to 
organise a special valuati on day which will help 
put the villages unique Library and Wellbeing 
Centre even more on the nati onal map. Our 
photograph shows volunteers Bett y Johnson, 
Jean Fryer and Jean Shaw handing over the 
Beswick Horse to Charles Hanson.
All donati ons to our community shop help to 
maintain and develop special services for the 
wellbeing of our residents. We do not deduct 
any costs or expenses as we are all volunteers 
and 100% of what you give goes into our 
special fund. So any unwanted items are always 
welcome and if you cannot drop them off  
we will collect – call David on 01782 302019. 
Having a browse is fun too! 

PAUL SUNDERLAND
High Class Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior 
Paper Hanging Specialist  
Quality Guaranteed
Prompt Attention
O.A.P. Rates  -  
25 years’ experience 

For a FREE ESTIMATE
call 01782 766884 or 07779 393896
E-mail - paulthepainter@ntlworld.com

TV ANTIQUES STAR GALLOPS 
TO AID WERRINGTON 
COMMUNITY LIBRARY
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Baking with Kate
Black Forest Gateau
Ingredients:
4.5 ounces caster sugar – 3 large eggs – 4 ounces 
plain fl ower – 1 ounce cocoa powder – 2 tbsp. 
Kirsh (opti onal). For the topping. 300ml. double 
cream whipped – dark chocolate fl akes or 
vermicelli – few cherries. For the fi lling. 400gr jar 
morrelo cherries drained – 2 tbsp. raspberry jam 
– 150 ml. cream whipped. You will also need. 3 x 
7 inch sandwich ti ns greased and lined.

Method:
Heat oven gas No 5 – Whisk eggs and sugar unti l 
thick & creamy (10 minutes approx.) – Sift  fl our 
& cocoa into mixture and fold in lightly – Pour 
even amounts into sandwich ti ns and bake on 
middle shelf of oven for 10 – 12 minutes unti l 
risen and just fi rm to touch – leave in ti ns and 
add Kirsh if using – When cool remove from 
ti ns and place on wire rack – Place drained 
cherries in a bowl with the jam and sti r to coat 
the cherries – Spread half the mixture on top of 
two sponges then whip the cream lightly and 
spread over the cherry mix, place one on top 
of the base sponge then add the third sponge – 
Whip other cream and cover the top and sides 
saving some for piping rosett es on top – Cover 
sides with chocolate then sprinkle a litt le in the 
centre. – top every rosett e with a cherry – chill 
and serve. 

Enjoy Kate

NEWS FROM THE SURGERY
Werrington Village Surgery is urging pati ents to 
stay well this winter - Make sure you get your 
fl u jab if eligible - Keep yourself warm – heat 
your home to least 18 degrees C or (65F) if 
you can - If you start to feel unwell, even if it’s 
just a cough or a cold, then get help from your 
pharmacist quickly before it gets more serious - 
Make sure you get your prescripti on medicines 
before pharmacies close on Christmas Eve 
-Always take your prescribed medicines as 
directed - Look out for other people who may 
need a bit of extra help over winter. PS   Help us 
to help you…. when dropping off  a urine sample 
please ensure you complete a pati ent form, 
otherwise the sample cannot be processed.  
You would be amazed at the number of urine 
samples that are dropped off  at the surgery (or 
even posted through the lett erbox!) with no 
indicati on of who is the pati ent. 

The Great Werrington kate off!THE
ROOFING
SPECIALIST

QUALITY RELIABLE SERVICE

FLAT ROOFING
•  New & Re-roofing
•  Kemperol Cold Liquid Roofing
•  Fibreglass Roofing
•  Re-felting
•  Rubber Roofing
TILED ROOFING
•  Roofs Tiled or Slated
•  Roofs Re-felted & Lathed
• Chimney’s Re-pointed
•  Lead Work & Flashing
•  Soffits, Fascias & Guttering

All work guaranteed  |  No job too big or too small

For a FREE estimate call TLH Roofing Ltd

Email: tlhroofing@gmail.com  |  www.tlhroofing.co.uk
01782 926526   |   07583 487771

O
PT
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N

 1 Relay
Existing
Tiles

O
PT

IO
N

 2 Fit
New
Tiles

LIBRARY LOCKS
Hair by Carrie Anne

The new hairdressing service in the library is 
proving to be a big success with both women 
and men - your stand-in Editor had his fi ne 
mane trimmed there only other day!  Carrie 
Anne is the young lady and you can have a 
free consultati on or make an appointment 
when you wish. Carrie is in the Library & 
Wellbeing Centre every Monday but is 
available for home visits on all other days for 
all your hairdressing needs. Contact Carrie 
on 07411736363 
or email - 
carrieanne17@
outlook.com and 
don’t forget you can 
have a nice cup of 
tea or coff ee and 
take a look over our 
Community Shop to 
make it a diff erent 
hairdressing 
experience.
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This is one of the highlights of the year in 
Werrington and is enjoyed by children, 
their parents and grandparents. The date is 
Saturday 10th December from 2 to 4 pm at 
Werrington Methodist Church Schoolroom, 
Ash Bank Road. All primary school children 
from Werrington and Wetley Rocks are 
welcome along with Mums, dads and 

grandparents. Every 
child will receive a 
gift  from Santa and 
The Christmas Elf. 
There will be games, 
acti viti es, a disco and 
refreshments. All 

for £2 per child. There will be refreshments 
available for adults too. This annual event is 
organised by the Werrington Young Persons 
Support Group which also runs the Friday 
Youth Club.

WERRINGTON CHILDRENS
 2016 CHRISTMAS PARTY

Staff ordshire Police are aware of the craze 
of clowning around, where individuals and 
groups of all ages are taking to wearing 
clown costumes and then walking around 
the streets of our communiti es, oft en late 
at night. Some of these costumes are not 
traditi onal clown outf its and their look and 
presence can actually frighten and inti midate 
children, students, parents and the wider 
community, especially if those wearing the 

St. Philip’s Church Invite You To

EVERY 1ST & 3RD THURSDAY in the Month. 
FROM 1.30pm – 3pm
•  Are you adrift  aft er the loss of your loved 

one, want to meet with others who are 
facing the same batt les, then come along. 
(No matt er how long ago).

•  Are you adrift  as your loved one retreats 
into Dementi a, then come along.

•  Are you adrift  as you cope with the 
aft ermath of Divorce, then come along.                                              

This will be an opportunity to make friends, 
drink tea, eat biscuits, and you just might be 
able to help others. For more details please call 
07789023146.

costumes act in an anti -social manner. 
We wish to reassure all of you, of the force’s 
determinati on to deal with individuals who 
are intent on acti ng in an anti -social manner 
and will act swift ly. Please encourage your 
family and friends to stop liking and sharing any 
Facebook pages that publicise the unwarranted 
clown anti cs and any planned acti viti es. We 
would also ask all parents to take a moment 
to fi nd out if their children are involved in 
this craze. Anyone who sees any suspicious 
clown acti vity, or who has been inti midated 
or upset by such recent behaviour, should call 
Staff ordshire Police immediately on 101. 

How much is your
home worth?

Find out now by visiting www.whitegates.co.uk for a

FREE Instant Online Valuation
Whitegates Estate Agents & Lettings.
01782 209935
www.whitegates.co.uk

No Sale No Fee
Including vat£894 Fixed Fee

Full Estate Agency Service

Nails by Becky
Fabulous nails in the 

comfort of your own home.

 I cater for all ages and occasions.

Mobile: 07530 447400  

MOORSIDE BAKES-OFF 
FOR MACMILLAN
On the 30th September Moorside High 
School took part in the Macmillan Coffee 
Morning to raise much needed funds for 
Macmillan Cancer Charity. In the morning, 
members of the community attended our 
“Community Coffee Morning” in IT4. The 
community members who came were faced 
with an array of cakes, pupils acting as 
waiting staff, table cloths and smooth jazz 
music playing in the background. The cakes 
on offer ranged from Carrot, to Madeira 
and even to rich Chocolate Cake. Many 
parents and pupils took the opportunity to 
bake for the event, and these would put the 
contestants on ‘The Great British Bake Off’ 
to shame! 
This was well attended by parents and 
grandparents alike, who donated £160 for 
Macmillan. All pupils were able to buy cake 

and tea or coffee at break time, and such 
was the demand, this was extended to 
lunch time. Overall, £750 was raised from 
the coffee morning. The school would like to 
thank all the pupils, parents, staf
f and local supermarkets who donated cakes 
for the event. Particular thanks need to go to 
Sainsbury’s in Hanley, and the Co-op in both 
Werrington and Bucknall. 

SUZANNE’S 
HELPING HANDS

Don’t struggle on your own, 
I can help you with:

•  General house work
•  Laundry / Ironing
•  Bed changing
•  Shopping
Or anything else you need help 
with. We can do the jobs together 
OR I can do them for you.

Tel: 07870 728522
CRB Checked and fully insured.

Accountancy services 

from a local charity

vast
INVESTING IN
COMMUNITIES

ACCOUNTANCY

Tel: 0300 303 8606

www.vast.org.uk

VAST is a registered charity in Stoke-on-
Trent providing a professional accounts 
and payroll service. 

•  Accounts
•  Payroll
•  Bookkeeping
•  Independent Examination
•  Training and Support
•  Healthchecks
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ASH BANK

Orders taken for collection on 

01782 302365

E s t a b l i s h e d  2 4  y e a r s

Freshly prepared food with a 
guarantee of high quality, voted 
in the Top 3 Take-Away shops in 

Staffordshire.

Extensive menu and friendly 
atmosphere with Steve, Helen 

and Staff who thank you for 
your support.

WHISTON EXECUTIVE TRAVEL
Whiston Executive Travel in Stoke On Trent, Sta ordshire is a fresh and exciting executive travel company that has been
established for 10 years. Fully licensed by the local authority, we provide a rst class travel service. Our aim is not just to
provide executive transport for our customers but to make any travelling as comfortable, exible and pleasant as possible. 

We pride ourselves with our excellent customer care services and have many testimonials from satis ed customers
from corporate to public. We provide a complete executive travel and transport service for all types of occasions
and events whether it be an important business trip, airport journey or special occasion. All of our drivers are reliable,
punctual, friendly and smartly attired and will cater to all of your needs. Our prices are competitive and we o er
account facilities .

We are based in Stoke On Trent, Sta ordshire and our executive travel services cover the whole Midlands area. 
For private, executive and airport transport, we chau eur our clients across the whole of the UK .

TEL: 01782 304698 
MOBILE: 07845 471611

• All hedge, conifer and tree work undertaken
• Dead & fallen trees cleared
•  Fully insured
• Mowing & strimming
For free quotes and 
advice contact Lee on 
Tel: 01782 250517
Mobile: 07814 406604

S.A.M Hedge & Tree Services

Mobile Dog Groomer
Based in Stoke on Trent. I come 
to you, to groom your pet in the 
comfort of your own home, at a date 
and time convenient to you. 

Loyalty cards and discounts 
available for OAP’s and multiple 
dogs (being groomed together).
Pugh’s Poochies - 07852 584114

Proud to sponsor the Werrington 
Young Person’s Support Group
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Village Life is successful for advertisers.
You can advertise in ‘Village Life’ for as little as £25 and your advert will be 
seen by over 10,000 people per issue. To go on the Ad-List ring David on 

01782 302019 or e-mail - david@dsaimaging.co.uk
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more” Flack said. “So we are dealing with a 
very clever enti ty or a well informed human 
being” Gavin waited.
“How many people have reported these 
things”?
“Just my mother”
“Just - your - mother” there was a long 
pause while his words sank in. Then he 
conti nued.
“It’s not oft en that I can be defi niti ve” he 
said “but I can state categorically that there 
is NO ghost in that property”
“She made it all up” Gavin breathed
Flack nodded and Threfall left  the room 
without saying another word.
When Gavin got home he confronted his 
mother. “There is no ghost” he said his 
voice rising “ You’ve been making it up all 
along”
“Somebody’s got to keep the memory of 
your sister alive” Edith shouted back.
“Why”? he yelled “She’s dead and she’s not 
coming back”
“You callous brute” his mother retorted, 
“She was your sister, how can you dismiss 
her so lightly”?
“I was a kid when she died” 
he shouted “ I didn’t know 
her”
“That’s no excuse” the 
shouti ng went on
“I’m not making excuses. 
That property is virtually 
worthless because of your 
obsession and your neglect”
“You mercenary pig. It’s all 
that’s left  of her memory”
“Unless you get rid of this 
obsession I’ll have you 
declared incompetent”
“Do what you want” Edith 
yelled. “I’ll fi ght you every 
inch of the way” then she 
stormed out of the room.
In the early hours of the 
following morning Gavin 
received a phone call from 
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In its day the mansion had been an 
imposing edifi ce but it had lain unlived in 
for a number of years ever since Emily, the 
daughter of the house, had fallen or thrown 
herself from an upstairs window and died 
on the pavement below. Now aft er years of 
neglect it was a derelict gradually decaying 
into a ruin.
Over the years the son, Gavin Threlfall, with 
an eye on his diminishing inheritance, had 
tried to talk his mother, Edith, into putti  ng 
the building on the market. Her answer had 
always been the same “That is all that is left  
your sister’s memory” she would snap and 
then quietly “ In any case who would want 
to buy a haunted house?” 
For the mansion was reputed to be 
haunted. You know! Things that go bump 
in the night, tables being overturned, chairs 
fl ying across the room, doors slamming 
so violently that panels split, light bulbs 
exploding when there was no power surge 
to explain it. Then , of course, the ghostly 
footsteps in the upper corridors and at the 
edge of vision the vague impression of an 
ethereal fi gure disappearing round a corner.
Gavin didn’t believe in ghosts but how could 
he convince his mother that it was all in her 
mind? She had made the house a shrine to 
his long dead sister and now she was letti  ng 
the mansion die too. He  asked around 
and eventually met up with Neil Flack, a 
paranormal investi gator.
“You may think it strange that I’m here” he 
said “because I don’t believe in ghosts”
“There are many like you” Flack replied 
“and to be perfectly honest there are ti mes 
even I wonder”
“That’s rather a scepti cal atti  tude from 
someone who does what you do isn’t it?”
“Oh! We are all scepti cs” the investi gator 
laughed out loud, “We start from the 

premise that the reported sighti ngs are 
unreliable. Then the investi gator has to 
sort out the fact from the fi cti on. Even 
then there are no guarantees. I can almost 
never prove nor disprove that there are 
paranotmal enti ti es present.
“Then it’s an exercise in futi lity” Gavin 
scoff ed.
“It someti mes seems that way” agreed 
Flack “but then you get one occasion when 
you get a result and that makes all the 
failures worthwhile”.  There was a long 
pause before he conti nued “Anyway why 
are you here Mr Threlfall”?
“I want to convince my mother that there 
isn’t a ghost”
“Your mother? Why is that important”?
“My sister died, tragically, in that house” 
Gavin explained, “and my mother thinks 
that her ghost haunts the upper corridors. 
If I can convince her that she’s wrong then 
we sell thee place before it becomes an 
irreparable ruin”
“And that’s important to you”?
“Of course it is” the son retorted “ That’s my 
inheritance”
“I understand” Flack put in, “ Well  can set 
some traps if you like and we’ll see what 
happens.”
They both went to the old mansion 
and the investi gator set up his gadgets. 
Electromagneti c detectors, Sound operated 
recorders and infrared cameras at various 
points in the upper corridors.
“Give it a few days” he said “and we’ll check 
the results, if any”
The pair met four days later. Flack looked 
puzzled.” How many people know about my 
investi gati on? He asked.
“Just me” Gavin replied “Well, and my 
mother”
“Your mother”?
“Yes. She, on occasions, wanders about 
upstairs so I thought she should be warned. 
Why do you ask”?
“Mr Trelfall, all my traps have yielded are a 
few muffl  es, shuffl  ing footsteps and nothing 

THE HAUNTED 
MANSION

the Fire Service. The mansion was ablaze. 
When he got there he had to push his way 
through the crowd of gawkers.
“I’m sorry we had to call you” the Fire Chief 
apologised “ but we can’t contact your mother”
“It looks bad” Threlfall stated
“It is. We can’t save the property” replied the 
fi reman. “All we can do is damp down the 
surroundings and the nearest properti es in an 
att empt to stop it spreading” 
Just then a shout went up from the gathering 
crowd and fi ngers were pointed.
In the window that Emily had fallen from Edith 
stood staring down at them.   The fi re crew 
swivelled the ladder towards the window but 
before it got there Edith disappeared in a cloud of 
sparks and fl ames as the fl oor gave way beneath 
her.
“That’s a terrible way too die” he gulped
Gavin shook his head “ She died many years ago” 
he said, a lump in his throat, “on the same night as 
her daughter”. 

By Theo Racle
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Call Now to arrange your free visit 01538 753 897
Ladies Only Toning & Fitness Centre, Allen Street, Cheadle, ST10 1HJ (opposite leisure centre)

Using 6 Powertone and 6 Easytone machines plus the added value of the world
famous Pilates techniques creates Shapemasters unique 30 minute exercise system.

Ladies Only Toning & Fitness Centre
Allen Street, Cheadle

•  Full fitness workout in 40 minutes a day
•  Range of membership options
•  Full range of Shapemaster toning chairs and beds
•  New range of cardio exercise machines:
  Cross Trainers, Treadmills and Vibration Plates

Whatever your age, weight or fitness we can shape you up and help you roll back the years

The combination of the Tummy Crunch 
machine firms and flattens the entire 

abdominal group of muscles while 
strengthening the lower back, mobilising 

hips, knees and tightening buttocks.
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CELEBRATING? 
– CALL THE 
FLOWER GIRL 
If you know 
anyone who lives 
in the Werrington 
Parish who will be 
celebrati ng a 90, 95 

or 100th birthday please telephone Jean 
on 01782 304890 so they can receive a gift  
from the Parish Council. START SURFING In 
the New Year there will be another Silvers 
Surfers Course held at Moorside High 
School and again organised by Werrington 
Young Persons Support Group. There are 
sti ll a few places left  so if you would like 
to have a go at getti  ng to grips with the 
Internet then this is the course for you. 
Moorside students will guide you through 

the course on a one to one basis with 
no test or exams just a friendly informal 
approach to learning.  Please contact Jean 
on 01782 304890. CROSSROADS CAFE The 
cafe at St Philips Church conti nues to go 
from strength to strength, aft er a quiet 
start following the August holiday. But 
newcomers are always welcome, so do 
come along on Monday mornings and join 
in the fun. The Cafe is open from 10am - 12, 
although there are quite a few who sneak in 
early! COMMUNITY SHOP The Community 
Shop in the Library Wellbeing Centre h has 
att racted a lot of att enti on and is raising 
funds for future expansion of the service. 
There are some real bargains to be had 
and if you have some nearly new items to 
donate just bring them along and have a 
cup of tea or coff ee. 100% of everything we 
sell goes to volunteer funds.

90th Birthday with 
Parish Council fl owers 
The 19th August 2016 saw the 90th 
birthday of Brenda Angel who moved to 
Werrington in 1965. Brenda was born in 
Yorkshire but when her mother died while 
she was a child she moved to Dividy Road, 
Bentilee to live with her uncle. Brenda 
met her husband Gronwy when they 
both works at Hanley Post Offi ce where 
Gronwy was a Telegram Boy but she has 
been widowed 14 years. After working at 
the Post Offi ce Brenda moved to work at 
Hanley Library for 13 years  before joining 
The Sentinel workforce which she really 
enjoyed. Between 1944 and 1946 Brenda 
served as a WREN in Scotland. Brenda has 
two Children, David and Catherine, four 
grandchildren and four greatgrandchildren. 
Brenda attended the Lord Mayor’s parlour 
along with other nonagenarians to celebrate 
the Queen’s 90th birthday. An occasion 

she enjoyed considerably. Brenda was 
celebrating with her family at home on 
her birthday before going for a meal at the 
Queen’s, Freehay the following day. Brenda 
was presented with a basket of fl owers by 
Cllr Jean Fryer on behalf of Werrington 
Parish Council to mark her birthday. (Our 
picture shows Brenda with her birthday 
cake which she said was far too beautiful 
to cut. If you know someone in the parish 
of Werrington who has a 90, 95 or 100+ 
birthday please let Jean Fryer know on 
01782 304890 or email jfryer229@gmail.
com)



Repairs, MOT and Servicing to any make of vehicle
www.ashbankgarage.co.uk   •    01782 303926

Supporting car owners since 1969

ASHBANK GARAGE LTD

Funding Christmas for disadvantaged 
children Sponsored by:

Supporting the Werrington Young Persons
Support Group Christmas present fund for

underprivileged children in our area.




