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VILLAGE LIFE

YOUR community magazine
Best Wishes for a merry Christmas and a happy
and peaceful New Year to all our readers

From the Editor... WE NEED A GOOD TELLING!

acknowledge out of courtesy.
We really do need your help to cover as
wide a range of events as possible, but we
can only do this if we are told. This is in
everyone’s interests as we know that Village
Life really works. I met two advertisers
the other day and they told me just how
pleased they were with the response they
get from Village Life and have booked way
ahead. Remember we publish editorial
free to the whole area to publicise as many
events as possible so make sure we get the
information about your activities. So make
sure that we get the info. If we don’t know
we can’t put it in – so there you go!

In Village Life we try to
publish everything that
is sent into us before the
deadline date which is
always given below on
this page. But sometimes
people criticise us for not
including something which
has happened or about a
forthcoming event – but nobody ever told
us, and if we don’t know we can’t put it in. I
have even had someone saying that I didn’t
acknowledge an e-mail about something
they wanted to put in the magazine and their
bit did not go in. As I explained the reason
I did not reply and the reason it was not in
Village Life was because I didn’t get the
e-mail and the person didn’t bother to follow
it up when they didn’t get a reply. We always

Enjoy and be seeing you
David

Next issue of Village Life is Spring 2018, Submission deadline 15tth January 2018
for distribution early March 2018
Please email articles to: david@dsaimaging.co.uk
Editor & Advertising: David Shaw e-mail to – david@dsaimaging.co.uk
Administration: Jocelyn Morrison (01782 303192 jocelynmor@btinternet.com)
Group Co-ordinator: Barbara Hughes (07725 760868 hughes321@ntlworld.com)
Design and Print: by Kiln-Creative (01782 683030) www.Kiln-creative.org.uk
Jiffy Bear is hiding somewhere in Village Life. Can you find him? >>>>>>>

Calling all young budding artists, let your child loose with
a paintbrush and get creative at Werrington Library.
Come and join us for fun filled mornings, with various
things to make and paint every school holiday.
If you would like to book a place please go to the library
for more info or contact Carolyn Hollinshead on
07824555212.
Nikki Milward and Carolyn Hollinshead(DBS checked) - Volunteers at Werrington library
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Advice: Bogus officials/
distraction burglars

it. Even if someone claims to be an official –
and that includes police officers and council
representatives – people must have their ID
checked.

Your latest Smart Alert.

DO NOT allow anyone to carry out work on
your home or sell you anything when they
cold call at the door. If you require work to be
done INSTIGATE IT YOURSELF, by phoning
three companies and asking for like for like
quotes. Then decide. Residents should also
follow the STOP, CHAIN, CHECK rule when
people call at the door. STOP – If you are
not expecting anybody and they don’t have
an appointment, don’t let them in. CHAINUse your door chain or bar before opening
the door CHECK – Ask to see ID and double
check this.
Keep your doors locked even when you
are home.

We are reminding people to be wary when
answering the door to unexpected callers,
following a number of recent distraction
burglaries involving bogus Water Board
officials across Staffordshire. The victims,
aged between 86 and 101, were distracted
by a man ‘checking’ the taps in the kitchen or
bathroom, while a second man located and
stole cash from the home. Descriptions are
of two white men aged 30-40 years old. DO
NOT let anyone into your home unless you
know who they are or what they are there
for.
NEVER TRUST anyone calling at the door
without a prior appointment. Should you
receive such a call, leave the door locked.
The caller will hear you through the door
when you ask them who they are. If they
say they are from a utilities company, ask for
your account number. They should have this
if they are genuine. If not – do not let them
in, tell them to leave and that you are calling
the police. ALWAYS ASK FOR ID, and check

Police Contact Advice: Telephone 999 in an
emergency where there is a danger to life or
a crime is in progress.
Telephone 101 for non-emergencies where
police attendance is required, to report a
crime or to report any other incidents. Calls
to 101 have a fixed cost of 15p per call.

END OF TERM CELEBRATIONS
AT WERRINGTON FRIDAY CLUB

information contact David on 01782
302019 or david@dsaimaging.co.uk

A bouncy castle was the highlight of
Werringtons last-term night at the
Friday Club when the youngsters were
able to let their hair down and enjoy
an exhilarating night. There was also
a table tennis tournament and a card
making competition. Operating during
term time the Werrington Club is open
from 7 to 9pm on Friday evenings and is
for age group of 9 to 15 years. For more
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J. GILMAN & SON
QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
Rewires
Outdoor Lighting/sockets
Mains Changes
Sockets
Lighting
Showers
CCTV
Alarm systems
DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SALES AND REPAIRS
DAVID RILEY
21WHITMORE AVENUE
WERRINGTON

MOB:- 07976 785233
Silver Surfers

Jean Fryer is now arranging the
next Silver Surfers course for Spring
next year. It really is easy to get into
computers with the help of the lovely
Moorside pupils. You will amaze
yourself! To get your name on the list
contact Jean on 01782 304890 or
e-mail - jfryer229@gmail.com

If you know of anyone who has a
birthday coming up for 90, 95 or 100
you can arrange for them to receive a
special visit and flower arrangement by
courtesy of Werrington Parish Council.
Contact Jean Fryer on 01782 304890
or e-mail - jfryer229@gmail.com and she will arrange a lovely surprise.
DOROTHY’S PEN IS MIGHTY!

At their monthly meeting in November the Group was delighted to host the
former Staffordshire Poet Laureate, Bert Flitcroft. The Group awarded their
Autumn prize to the Group Leader, Dorothy Chadwick, for her poem “Brave
Soldiers” which is written in the Villanelle style. A few free copies of this poem
are available, please contact Dorothy on 303698 to obtain one.
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Friendly, Reliable
& Affordable

Cars, 4x4s & Light Commercials

All Makes & Models
> Mechanical Repairs > Diagnostic Testing

> Air Conditioning > Tyres & Exhausts
> MOT Preparation > Clutches & Brakes

> Servicing > Cambelts > Welding

Give us a Call On: 07739 570094

DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier | Caverswall Common | Stoke-on-Trent | ST11 9EU

The Willow Veterinary Clinic
State of the art diagnostic facilities including colour
doppler ultrasound, endoscopy and bronchoscopy,
in-house blood analysis.
Years of surgical experience
with modern fully equipped surgical suites.
Special interest in treating eye cases - the practices
are equipped with a vast array of ophthalmic equipment.

K2 Plumbing & Heating

24 hour on-site EMERGENCY service
provision for our registered clients.

FEMALE PLUMBING & GAS ENGINEER
All aspects of domestic natural gas
and plumbing work.

C.D.Curry BVSc GPCert
(Ophthal) MRCVS
V.Poole MA VetMB GPCert
(EM&S) MRCVS

Small and large jobs welcomed.
Reliable, Reasonible, Quality Work.

Feel free to call the practice for more information
or to arrange a visit to tour our facilities.

Gas Safe Qualified & Registered.
Water Regulations Qualified.

Tel. 07584 093788
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Womens Institute at Wetley Rocks

Womens Institute at
Wetley Rocks
Feeling fed up; alone or
wanting to join a social
group? How about
coming to the Wetley
Rocks Women’s Institute.
Women of any age
would be very welcome.
You can expect
interesting speakers as
well as having a choice of activities often
learning new skills or being able to take up
educational opportunities. On the other hand
perhaps the outings and meeting others
for a natter would be your preference. The
following brief extract from our October
meeting may give some insight as to what
we get up to.

Finally, our guest speaker, Gill Sly introduced
herself. Gill is a Criminal lawyer with vast
knowledge and presence. For the next
couple of hours Gill triggered thoughts and
debate as she recalled her experience and
views of the Criminal Justice System and
working within it. For the main part Gill
served as a prosecutor and was clearly
empathetic to victims of crime. She outlined
varying crimes; described those offenders
involved and their cases as processed
through the Courts. Gills talk was interesting
throughout. She concluded by giving
us food for thought by introducing some
topics which are current issues for the legal
profession e.g. should DNA samples remain
on record if a first time offender is eventually
found Not Guilty of a crime? Before leaving
us, Gill judged our competition.”

“The meeting began with President Pat
Axon outlining future events over the next
couple of months which is clearly going to
be a busy period. All agreed that the Pie
and Pea supper during September was a big
success and were eager to put their names
forward for the Christmas meal. Members
were reminded of our December competition
for the best wrapped Christmas Gift.
Traditionally, the gifts will then be donated
to those less fortunate Last but not least
we came to what was the most enjoyable
business of the evening and wished Kath
Adams a Happy 90th Birthday. June
Sherratt presented Kath (right) with flowers
from her friends at Wetley Rocks WI.

The Womens Institute has the interests
of the Community at its heart. In June
2017 two resolutions were passed: 1. End
Plastic Soup – stop the accumulation of
microplastic fibres in our oceans; 2. Link
Together – to alleviate loneliness. Any
ideas to help support those resolutions?
Anyone interested in becoming a member
is invited to contact Secretary Barbara
Hughes on 01782 302497 or visit Website
wiwetleyrocks.btck.co.uk. Facebook page
Wetley Rocks WI. I look forward to meeting
you.

Linda Brindley
Wetley Rocks WI

MYSTERY CALLER Calling Mrs B, a potential contributor to Village Life! On
Monday 30th October Wendy Sandbrook, our Events Coordinator, had a message left on
her answer phone from a lady who lives in Meigh Road and is a long-term resident of the
Village. The lady is interested in contributing to this magazine however, unfortunately, the
phone number that she called from displayed as “withheld” and the lady did not leave her
exact address. All we know is her surname, which we have not printed in full in case she
wishes to contribute anonymously. We would be delighted to hear from this lady, and would
ask her to please call our Editor, David Shaw, on 302019 to discuss further. Thank you,
we’re really looking forward to hearing from you.
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QUIZ PAGE WINTER 2017
1. Sum thing - Insert the appropriate mathematical signs to make the
following calculation correct
7 4 10 16 = 22
2. Missing beginnings - Each of these words has had the initial letters
removed. The six missing letters, in order, form another word. (Clue: a
question of depth?)
TED READ IT
3. Anagram - But had no regrets
Paid Thief
Answers on page 23
For more news from the Werrington Community Volunteers Group visit

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
includes Village Life on-line
Calling all 9-15 year olds!!!

Come along and bring your mates to your very own Friday Youth Club
Fun, Games, Crafts, Table Tennis, Movie Nights, Video Games, Snooker
& Pool, Challenges, Parties, Tournaments and other events each week.
Tuck Shop too!
There are also special occasional trips to eg. Flip-Out, Bowling, GoKarting and Awesome Walls.
No need to book –
Just come along and join in the fun
Every Friday from 7 to 9pm at the Werrington Methodist Church during
term time for 9 to 15 year olds.
£2 per night.
The Club is open to all children who live in or go to school in Werrington
We need more volunteers. Pop down and see what we do
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07776173420
Cold comfort?

documented and can be an issue but loss
of concentration can occur long before this
medical condition becomes significant.
Just think back to the last time you were
really cold and try to remember how much
attention you paid to the task you were
doing. Thoughts of how to get warm are
far higher in your consciousness and the
consequent lack of attention to the road and
your riding results in a very risky situation.
If you are going to rely on just warm
clothing, which is quite satisfactory, then
follow a few simple rules. Firstly, try
and have a few layers under your outer
waterproof jacket and trousers. This might
mean having slightly larger items such as
boots and gloves to allow for the extra pair
of gloves and socks. A waterproof outer
layer is essential, particularly if you are
travelling any distance. Rainwater which
seeps through into your clothing will quickly
chill you. Remember that apart from the low
temperature, when riding a bike you are
also subjecting yourself to the equivalent of
a 40 or 50 mile an hour wind chill!
The last bit of advice mainly concerns those
who travel longer distances. If even after
all this protection you still feel cold on a
journey then stop somewhere and go in
to a cafe for a hot drink. That break and
recovery time will ensure your attention
remains high and hence raises your safety
factor. Have a great winter and we’ll soon
be thinking of the warmer weather returning
in spring!
Ride and drive safe!

Over the last couple of winter editions we
have mentioned the challenges the road
surfaces pose during the cold months
and the need for good observation of
the conditions ahead. This time we are
looking at equipment and clothing. Good
observation is critical as we know and
having a clear visor or screen (in a car)
is vital to enable us to have a chance of
good observation skills. Misting of the visor
can be very problematic on cold days,
particularly when we have to stop, say at
traffic lights. There are various anti-mist
solutions on the market which can help or
you can just ride with the visor slightly open
to keep an airflow passing the visor surface.
If you keep your bike outside overnight then
also make sure the screen (if your bike
has one) is clear of frost. This is also very
important for car drivers. Spending a few
minutes defrosting the screen is vital and
please don’t set your car engine running
and pop back into the house for a quick
tea/coffee. Cars have been stolen in such
circumstances!
Motorcyclists have additional issues in
keeping warm! In recent years there has
been some excellent electrically heated
kit developed such as heated handlebars
and even gloves and waistcoats. These do
a great job of maintain the rider’s comfort
in the cold but don’t entirely depend on it.
These devices, like lots of other things,
break down occasionally and loss of
body heat can be seriously dangerous.
The effects of hypothermia are well

David Gray
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Organic Gardening, the best thing since sliced
bread or is it: ALL MUCK AND MYSTERY.
I was trained as a
gardener during the
1960s when chemicals
were king and the
answer to every
problem on the globe!
As a species the human
race has evolved to
realise that this is not
quite the case but as is usual the pendulum
has swung in another direction towards
an approach which abhors the use of any
techniques which use chemicals of any sort.
The intent of this short article is to demystify
both approaches in a way that takes the best
from both scientific and organic approaches
to gardening in a way that the amateur can
sensibly use.
Composts For Growing Plants
Before World War 2 most growers and
head gardeners in private estates had their
own potting composts for everything. This
produced so much yield variety that the
John Innes Institute carried out a research
programme to nationally accepted standard
pot plant of excellent quality that both the
nursery trade, and amateurs could accept in
respect for both seed and a range of potting
composts. This completely replaced the “ad
hoc” arrangements and quality issues of the
older composts except for specialist areas.
The problem with it related to the loam. The
original compost was designed around a
medium loam sourced from the Kettering
area and substitute loams were not as good.
In addition the loam had to be sterilised and
this itself gave rise to “ammonia scorch” in
some loams. As a consequence peat based
composts were introduced, these are lighter,
have good water holding qualities and are
in standard use today, in my mind quite
acceptable given that the rarer peats are
avoided for conservation reasons. Some

new additives such as recycled material
have recently appeared and coir is also
added to some composts. These can give
rise to management problems so my advice
is choose your compost carefully - match it
with the crops you grow, remember that you
will normally have to supplement the plant
nutrients in a peat base general compost
regularly after 6 weeks and you can use
modern compost with confidence.
Composts Used For Border Enrichment.
Here I believe the organic approach
complements (but cannot replace) the use
of artificial fertilizers. This is because the
incorporation of organic matter, if sensibly
chosen can improve soil structure in a
number of ways. The issue (as always) is
what to choose, why the material is chosen,
what the benefit will be, and how best to
apply it. The materials below are but a
fraction of what is available but the general
principles apply to most. These are:
a. Whether the material is to be dug in or
applied to the soil surface.
b. The age of the compost.
c. Source of supply.
d. Cost.
e. Possible risks to crop or soil health.
Farmyard Manure.
This is normally cow, horse, or pig sourced.
These are fine manures and all have to be
well rotted for maximum benefit. I would
choose pig manure last of all because pigs
kept indoors are usually bedded on wood
shavings and best incorporated into garden
compost before use.
Poultry Manure.
MUST BE well rotted before use or the crop
may suffer ammonia scorch.
Garden Compost.
If well rotted, mixed, free from perennial
10

weeds or disease crop remains a compost
which is entirely appropriate (and free).
Peat.
Should only be used where acid loving
crops are grown. Care has to be taken
when selecting the supply source because
some moorland peats have a pH far too
low for horticultural use.
Methods of incorporation.
These are entirely up to the gardener and
the system of growing used. Except for
my Sweet Pea crop I use surface mulch
application to all my crops and a “no dig”
approach to my gardening. Others may
choose single or double digging (no one
way is perfect) the main argument is to use
BOTH the organic use of composts and
the certainty of appropriate fertilisers to
maximise display or yield.
Happy Gardening!

JOE SMITH

SUZANNE’S
HELPING HANDS

Untitled-1 1

04/09/2017 11:36

Don’t struggle on your own,
I can help you with:

• General house work
• Laundry / Ironing
• Bed changing
• Shopping
Or anything else you need help
with. We can do the jobs together
OR I can do them for you.

Tel: 07870 728522

CRB Checked and fully insured.
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Tracy Humphries - Podiatrist / Chiropodist
Treatments include:
•
•
•
•
•

General nail maintenance.
Diabetic footcare.
Corns and hard skin removal.
Ingrowing toe nails and cracked
heels.
Assessment and diagnosis of
foot complaints.

Prices from

£20

Call: 07707074999
Friendly | Reliable | Professional

MASTERCRAFT
WINDOWS

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES,
REPLACEMENT UNITS, GUTTERS & FASCIAS
Argon Filled
K Glass
‘A’ Rated Doors
‘A’ Rated Windows
70mm Frames
Sculptured Featured
Beads

Free Quotes
10 Year Guarantee
Windows
All Windows
‘A’ Rated

FENS A
Registered Company

tel/fax: 01782 303189
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Werrington’s Good Samaritan
of Laurel Crescent
I was delivering the winter edition of the
Village Life magazine on the 3rd December
2015 when I suddenly found myself in a
hospital bed! I don’t remember anything
about the hours in between.
I have asked many people in Werrington,
and in particular anyone who might have
seen me on the Meigh Road estate that
morning but without success. In view of

the length of time that has passed since I
collapsed, it was only a chance meeting
between my husband and a resident in
Laurel Crescent that solved the puzzle, so
I now know who came to my rescue and
telephoned for an ambulance that morning.
I was very pleased to be able to call and
give her some flowers, as a small token of
my thanks for her kindness in my hour of
need. That day she was definitely my Good
Samaritan.

June Lewis

Consultation with older people
Beth Johnson Foundation has been
providing advocacy for older people
with dementia for many years and more
recently for older people affected by
cancer. Advocacy supports and enables
people who have difficulty representing
their interests, to exercise their rights,
express their views, explore and
make informed choices. Beth Johnson
Foundation together with the Older
People’s Advocacy Alliance is interested
in developing advocacy for older people
affected by a long term condition. We
would like to consult with older people
about the impact of long term health
conditions on their lives.Long-term
conditions or chronic diseases are
conditions for which there is currently

no cure, and which are managed with
drugs and other treatment. We would
be very grateful if you would complete
a short survey online at: https://www.
surveymonkey.co.uk/r/G7P33Q3
or a paper copy is available, just give
Yvonne a call on 01782 844036 Ext 235
at BJF. The deadline for the online or
paper copy surveys is 31st If you would
like any information on the Dementia
Advocacy Service
or the support for
people affected by
cancer then please
ring Beth Johnson
Foundation on
01782 844036.

MOBILE MISS WITH CUTS n’ CURLS!

We welcome a young lady called Laura Smith who has just
launched a mobile hairdressing service to the area. She covers
all aspects of hairdressing for ladies, men and children including
Blow Drying, Setting, Perms, Colours, Foils and Hair Up for special
occasions. She has also just introduced Gel Polishing to her
impressive service. Laura has over 10 years salon experience, is
Level 3 Qualified and fully insured.
So if you are looking for a new look contact Laura on 07846 606344
or by e-mail - laurasmobilecutsncurls@gmail.com

Wetley Rocks Methodist
Church flower festival
In September 2017, Wetley Rocks
Methodist Church members celebrated
their 90th anniversary with a flower
festival lasting four days.
The floral arrangements were based
on favourite hymns and songs.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE
LADY
Kath Adams, who is seen in our
picture being presented with a floral
arrangement on behalf of the Parish
Councillor by Councillor Jean Fryer, has
recently celebrated her 90th birthday.
Kath has lived in Werrington since 1944
and after she married Stanley they lived
at Woodcock Farm, Ash Bank. The
couple made the news when they were
invited to Buckingham Palace for their
50th Wedding Anniversary as it was
the same day as the Queens. She has
three children, Liz, Margaret and David.

NEW LIBRARY STORAGE UNIT
It’s up and ready for action. The floor has
been painted and the electrics installed
so now the volunteers have somewhere
to store things that will create more
space in both the Community Library
and Wellbeing Centre. It also means
that they will be able to accommodate
activities where the organisers want to
leave equipment in-between visits and so
provide even more events.

Triumphant South African tour by local choir,
Moorland Voices.
Moorland Voices, who were founded and
still practice in the Cheadle area, have
recently returned from a highly successful
and well received tour in South Africa.
Nearly all the current choir made the trip
and with two “borrowed singers,” they were
able to present South African audiences
with a hugely varied and difficult repertoire
that gave them very complimentary
articles in the local press. John Norcliffe,
who conducted the choir for this trip,
states: “Our first concert, very shortly after
we arrived, was held in Grahamstown
Cathedral. We sang Sir John Stainer’s
“Crucifixion” which is a very dramatic and
moving piece. Moorland Voices excelled
and gave a truly wonderful performance
in a glorious setting. I was very proud of
them.”
Other concerts were held in churches in
Port Alfred and Bathurst. Interestingly,
Bathurst was one of the sites adopted

by the 1820 settlers from England and a
local resident there was able to furnish
information, which showed (amazingly)
that a party of settlers went from Ipstones
and one in particular from Belmont Hall. A
marvellous link with the past!
Moorland Voices’ final concert was in
conjunction with another choir based in
Grahamstown, called Pro Carmine. They
staged this concert at NELM (National
English Literary Museum) to raise money
for a charity, Joza Reading Club whose aim
was to help raise literacy standards amongst
poorer children of South Africa and to
encourage a lifelong interest in books and
reading. The standard of singing was superb
and over 5000 S.A rand was raised to help
disadvantaged children.
Moorland Voices, partly directed by Sarah
Williams who lives on Ash Bank, are
currently rehearsing for their Christmas
concerts. This talented and versatile choir
promises a traditional carol concert with
a modern twist. Their “local” concert is on
Sunday December 10th at the magnificent
Pugin Church in Cheadle at 7.30. Please
see Moorland Voices Facebook page or
email MoorlandVoices1@gmail.com for
more details. Everyone will be made very
welcome.

BARGAINS GALORE
When looking for Christmas gifts don’t
forget your very own Community Shop
in the Library. The volunteers are always
wanting things to sell and so if you have
any items we can sell to raise funds just
drop them off. If they need picking up ring
David on 01782 302019. The perfect home
for your unwanted Christmas gifts too.

VOLUNTEER

AND HELP YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY
If you want to know about the joys of
volunteering just ask one of our wonderful
volunteers in the Werrington Community
Library and Wellbeing Centre. Nice folk,
nice times, loads of rewarding interest and
life changing activities. Our groups are now
looking to expand the things we do and so
if you are a happy, friendly soul who would
like to enjoy a new lease of life with likeminded people then read on.
WERRINGTON FUNDAY
Last year’s Funday was our most
successful ever and so we are looking to
considerably expand the day and make
it even bigger and better. The show is
already booked up and so we could do with
more help. So if you fancy a fun day at our

special Funday on Saturday 7th July 2018.
WERRINGTON FRIDAY CLUB
Fancy helping out to keep the kids off
the street? – Then the Friday Club could
be ideal for you. There are Fun, Games,
Crafts, Table Tennis, Movie Nights, Video
Games, Snooker & Pool, Challenges,
Parties, Tournaments and other events
each week. Tuck Shop too! There are
also special occasional trips to Flip-Out,
Bowling, Go-Karting and Awesome Walls.
The club is open every Friday from 7 to
9pm at the Werrington Methodist Church
rear schoolroom during term time and is for
9 to 15 year olds. Fancy helping out? – We
work on a rota system so you can join in as
much or as little as you like. Take it from me
– the kids are great to be with.
For more info contact David on 01782
302019 or – david@dsaimaging.co.uk

VIVA ESPANA!
Taking better pictures by “Snapper Shaw”
Barcelona, the cosmopolitan capital of Spain’s
Catalonia region, is known for its art and
architecture. The fantastical Sagrada Família
church - which is used as the city’s logo - and
other modernist landmarks designed by Antoni
Gaudí dot the city. Sadly Gaudi died some years
ago and the church remains unfinished although
work still continues to complete his dream.
Gaudi’s house is a tourist attraction particularly
the roof where the picture is taken. It is a
maze of strange shapes and chimneys, one of
the archways looks directly towards Gaudi’s
masterpiece church across the city which is
where the photograph was taken linking his
home with his iconic vision. Always look for the
angles! Keep snapping!

NEWS FROM THE PEWS
friends from St. John’s.
11th Feb 10.45am Café style worship in
the school room led by Mrs Pat Batigan.
11th March 10.45 am Mothering Sunday.
Service led by Mrs Dorothy Donald.

Wetley Rocks Methodist Church,
Main Road, Wetley Rocks
Wetley Rocks Methodist church celebrated
their harvest festival on Sun 8th October .
The preacher in the morning was Mr Ivan
Mear who used the scripture readings 2
Corinthians 9 v 6-15 and Matthew 12 v
1- 14 in his message and in the evening
a locally arranged service followed the
guidelines from All We Can (a Methodist
charity which works in developing
countries) - Chirp For Joy using eggs to
demonstrate how a little can go a long way
in helping others. Dried & tinned goods
were donated to the Salvation Army and
the proceeds following our harvest supper
& quiz night were given to All We Can.
Services-

Advent Bible study evening Led by Rev
Simon Sutcliffe.
St. Andrews Methodist church
Starting on Wednesday, Dec 6th, 13, 20th
at 7.30pm
Sow & Grow meet at the chapel every
Tuesday afternoon from 1.30 – 3.30pm.
We do not meet during January.
During winter months Bible study Wed from
11am – 12.30pm every 2 wks.
Werrington Methodist Church
The clue is in the name.
Excitement mounts as we start our
preparations for Christmas! Children
particularly look forward to the holiday
(or Holy Day) because it is a time when
presents are given and received, a time
when special meals are eaten, a time
when homes are decorated, a time
when families find time to be together
and a general feeling of well-being and
bonhomie is almost tangible. Why?
Why what?

10th Dec 10.45 am Toy/ gift service with
a guest from Salvation Army who request
new toys to be donated to the organisation
for needy children in the Staffs Moorlands
area.
17th Dec 6.30pm Carol service led by Rev
Steve Parker & Mrs Pat Batigan. We will be
joined by St. John’s Anglican church, Mill
Lane. Tea & mincepies served afterwards.
25th Dec 10am Christmas Day. We will join
St Andrews, Cheddleton. Service led by
Rev Julie Herbert.
7th Jan 2018 6.30pm Covenant service led
by Rev Julie Herbert where we invite our

Why do we make so much of Christmas?
What is it all about?
Christmas is named after Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, whose birth we celebrate on
the 25th December. This was the most
important, most awesome event ever to
happen in the history of the entire world.
So it is right we should celebrate but we
must not forget why. At our church we
have for many years used the slogan
“Jesus is the Reason for the Season” look out for the banner when you pass!
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It would be wonderful if you, your family,
your friends, your neighbours, in fact
everybody, could find an hour or so to
celebrate the true meaning of Christmas
by joining us (or one of the other local
churches) for one, or more, of our
Christmas Celebrations:-

Nails by Becky
Fabulous nails in the
comfort of your own home.
I cater for all ages and occasions.

December 17th at 6pm Carol Service

Mobile: 07530 447400

December 24th at 10.40am Morning
Service at 11pm Midnight Service
December 25th at 10am Christmas Day
Service

PAUL SUNDERLAND
High Class Painter & Decorator

John Smith

Interior & Exterior
Paper Hanging Specialist
Quality Guaranteed
Prompt Attention
O.A.P. Rates 25 years’ experience

ST PHILIPS & ST JOHNS
Dates for December 2017

Moorside High School - 14th 7 pm
Community Carol Service
St Philips Werrington - 10th 4 pm
Memorial Service - 17th 10:15 am Nativity
Service - 17th 6 pm Carols by Candlelight 24th 6 pm Christingle Service - 24th 11:30
pm Holy Communion - 25th 9:30 am Family
Communion

For a FREE ESTIMATE
call 01782 766884 or 07779 393896
E-mail - paulthepainter@ntlworld.com
Mobile 07879054846
Landline 01782302048

St John the Baptist Wetley Rocks - 1st
7:30 pm Musical Evening (admission by
programme) - 5th 11:00 am Preschool
Christmas Service - 24th 6pm Carols in the
Cowshed - 24th 11:15 pm Midnight Mass 25th 10:00 am Family Communion

A friendly service offering:
General housework, ironing,
vacuming, shopping etc.

Christmas is a time when we need to pause
from our busy days of work and shopping
to remember what it’s all about. We think of
a baby in a manger who was born to bring
light and hope, who grew up to show love
without limit. Because He came for us all,
everyone is welcome to join in with these
celebrations of the birth of Jesus. Even if
you haven’t been to church for years, you
will find something uplifting in joining with
other folk as we remember the reason for
the season. Why not come along?

Linda’s Home Help

Revd. Michael Follin
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WHATS ON WITH WENDY
to view the schedule of events or call the
Library on 302706. You can also visit our
website - werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.
uk. If you would like to offer an activity or
put on a session please contact Wendy
Sandbrook on 01782 302493.

The Library and Wellbeing Centre
continues to run a busy and varied
programme of events and activities.
Currently we have on the programme:
Library Services, Computer access,
and the following regular sessions; Baby
Bounce, Mum & Baby chat, Werrington
Breast Babies Staffordshire Police drop-in,
Knit & Natter, Friendship mornings, Creative
Writing, Chess, the Ukulele Group and,
District Councillor surgeries.

The Village Hall also has a busy diary with
on-going regular meetings including, the
Women’s Institute, Endon Players Dramatic
Society, Weightwatchers, Slimming World,
Werrington Parish Council, Werrington
Village Hall Committee and the Werrington
Young Persons’ Support Group as well as
a range of activities for all levels of abilities
i.e. Yoga and Pregnancy Yoga, Jujitsu,
Ballet & Tap, Kick Boxing and, Judo- which
is now available on Monday evenings as
well as Fridays. There is also a wide range
of 50+ activities - Sewing & Craft, Table
Tennis, Sequence Dancing and, Art classes.
During the school terms, Pre-School,
which caters for 2-4 year olds, is available
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday mornings
and Thursday and Friday mornings and
afternoons.

In November we were delighted to welcome
Bert Flitcroft, formerly the Staffordshire
Poet Laureate, who held a very enjoyable
and engaging session discussing poetry
in all forms. In addition to members of our
Creative Writing Group, the event was
attended by; local residents who have
had work published, those starting out on
their poetry journey and, those wanting an
introduction to the subject.
Age UK held two Heartstart Training
sessions and October half-term saw
bespoke children’s activities.
Our Community Shop continues to be
a regular point of interest for many, as
you will see we have plenty to offer if you
are looking for that special something for
Christmas. As always, thank you to all
those who have kindly donated such a wide
range of items and books for sale, all further
contributions will be greatly received. Call
in to see what is on offer- it’s a busy little
place with a constant turnover of stock
For further information on session times and
contact details please call into the Library

The Village hall could be the perfect
location for your special event with the
Johnson Room offering a lovely alternative
function room to the main hall.
For further information on; the Village Hall
schedule, contact details for the activity
organisers, how to make a room booking
for a private event or to offer an activity
please contact Derek Fielding on 01782
303093
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Sixth Form
Business Diploma | Engineering Diploma
Traditional A-levels
Mix and match your subjects.

Our ﬂexibility enables you to study a diploma and two A levels
at the same time, giving you a real bespoke learning experience.

www.jcbacademy.com/sixth-form
Rocester, Staﬀordshire
ST14 5JX
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News from the Parish Council
FAREWELL ANDY, OUR CLERK RETIRES.
For the past 6 years the Parish Council
has been ably and passionately assisted
by Mr Andy Boys as the Clerk to the Parish
Council. Andy has been the Council’s only
direct employee and we think he would
agree that at times it has been a rocky ride
trying to improve the facilities in Werrington.
However, towards the end of Andy’s tenure
the Parish Council has improved the Meigh
Road Park facilities and completed the
purchase of the Malthouse site two great
achievements that Andy can be proud of.
For those who know Andy he has always
been keen to seek the views of the people
of Werrington and has been instrumental in
preparing parish surveys to gauge opinion
of the residents and set up parish meetings
in respect of planning matters etc. Andy’s
day to day support has been invaluable
to council and individual councillors. We
would like to wish Andy well in his future
endeavours, he says he’s retiring but we
think we know him better? Best wishes from
all at the Parish Andy, enjoy!!!!! Interviews
for the new Parish Clerk will be taking place
in November.

We have had the summer recess so only
two meetings during this quarter, this does
not mean little has happened with the Chair
of the Malthouse committee Cllr Howard
Rylands ensuring that the building has
all required certificates. Negotiations with
potential funding partners are ongoing and
it is hoped that we can attract investment
into the site. The committee has had
interest from a number of residents wishing
to get involved and hopefully by the next
publication a fully committee can be
introduced, IF THERE IS ANYONE STILL
INTERESTED IN GETTING INVOLVED
PLEASE CONTACT YOUR COUNCILLOR.
We must also inform you of the resignation
of Cllr David Shaw, who has left the Parish
Council, those of you who know David know
he is heavily involved in the Library, the
young people’s support group and retains
his seat on the District Council. We wish
David well and thank him for his support as
a councillor and continued success with his
community endeavours.
Finally, during the summer we have
undertaken a consultation with the
parishioners regarding the local plan
proposals put forward by the District
Council. For further details of the proposals
and dates for final approval please visit
the SMDC web site.
Although rather early
the Parish would like
to wish everyone
a Merry Christmas
and a happy and
prosperous New Year.

Andy Boys also helped out in the community and
here he is taking part in the annual Christmas
Party organised by the Werrington Young
Persons Support Group which he helped to
found
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many adults act in ways that are absolutely
unacceptable, not least when they host a
party without considering their neighbours:
THOUGHTFULL PARTY ETIQUETTE
Tell Your Neighbours. Speak to your closest
neighbours, especially those who live next
door, and let them know the approximate
time that your party is going to start and
when it’s likely to finish. You might also
consider inviting them. This will foster good
relations, and the effects of the party are
far less likely to upset or annoy those living
around you. Try and plan your party around
your immediate neighbour’s normal life
behaviour. For example, if you know they
always go out on a Friday night but tend
to stay in on a Saturday, it makes sense to
have the party on the Friday evening when
they’re probably not going to be there.
Likewise, if they work shifts or have children
consider these and work around them.
Keep to The Accepted Rules. Music that is
so loud that your neighbours can hear it in
their own homes is unacceptable, especially
after 11pm, when you should ensure that
any music is turned down so it would have
little or no bearing on your neighbours’
ability to get a good night’s sleep. Loud
music is the most commonly cited complaint
from a party, but even loud conversation and
boisterous behaviour needs to be tempered
after 11pm, as that can be equally annoying
to a neighbour.

Youths caught hurling eggs and apples
BANNED from village for 48 hours. Traders
have been advised not to sell large
quantities of items to children as police step
up patrols
Egg-chucking yobs face being banned from
a village for 48 hours after police vowed to
step patrols following a spike in anti-social
behaviour. Fed-up families in Werrington
have reported eggs and apples being
thrown at homes and moving vehicles, while
groups of youths have also been gathering
and intimidating residents.’ Source: The
Sentinel You may well have seen this
headline or even been caught in this
episode of blatant anti-social behaviour.
It was becoming apparent through an
increase in referrals to the Anti-Social
Behaviour Hub in the Community Library
that we were experiencing escalating
problems from groups of kids hanging
around and displaying intimidating
behaviour which was especially disturbing
to the more vulnerable older people living
in the area. As a direct response, from the
intelligence gained through the ASB Hub
we worked closely with the PCSOs who
led the initiative to put in place a Section
35 dispersal order, allowing the police to
effectively target the problem and break up
the groups. We work closely with the police
who visited the local schools and have
spoken with schoolchildren to highlight the
fear felt by senior residents as a result of
unacceptable behaviour.
The hub isn’t there to tarnish children. We
are looking to give out citizenship awards for
those who do good things in the area. AntiSocial behaviour isn’t just about children,

You are responsible for your guests and
they should be told what’s acceptable.

Cllr Kenn Griffiths.
Quiz Answers
Q1 - 7x4+10-16=22
Q2 - Fated thread
FATHOM
Q3 - EDITH PIAF
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IT’S CURTAINS FOR PAULA!

One of our more recent advertisers is a charming lady
called Paula Bell and you will find her latest advert
in this issue – she is the Window Dresser. David
asked Paula how she had found the response to her
Village Life advert and she said that she had seen an
increase in orders which included fitting out the Village
Hall which is one of the largest local contracts. Paula
started sewing and making soft furnishings as a hobby
but this has developed into a business concentrating
on curtains, soft furnishings and alterations. Paula
works from home in Cellarhead and is happy to
source fabrics to suit customer’s budgets, offers very
competitive pricing and provides a free measuring
and quotes service. The Village Hall is delighted with
Paula’s work.

Werrington Pre-School

Werrington pre-school offers care and education
to children aged two to four years from within
werrington village hall. We have a varied routine
full of fun and education whilst learning through
play. We offer funding for eligible two year olds
and for all three and four year olds. We have
friendly, qualified staff that offer high quality
care for children. If you would like any further
information or to arrange a visit please call
07929904175.

Wetley Rocks Flower Class Pumpkin
Design
The flower class was making a floral pumpkin
design. Although low on attendance numbers
due to other commitments. We had a lovely time.
Nearly finished the design and I said to the ladies
I must take your photos. Then the lights went out
in the school room. We didn’t panic. Very spooky
as the lights were on when we tried them in the
other parts of the church. Good job the ladies
had lights on their phones. We managed to clear
up a little. This has never happened before. How
strange!, As you can see lovely designs. Very
proud as one of the ladies has only been with us
for three weeks.
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MADE WITH LOVE

At Carmountside Cemetery
and Crematorium
For those forever in our hearts
(Home service avalable)
T. 07854 594577
E: madewithloveflowers2017@gmail.com
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THE
ROOFING
SPECIALIST
QUALITY RELIABLE SERVICE
FLAT ROOFING

• New & Re-roofing
• Kemperol Cold Liquid Roofing
• Fibreglass Roofing
• Re-felting
• Rubber Roofing

TILED ROOFING

Relay
Existing
Tiles

OPTION 2

OPTION 1

• Roofs Tiled or Slated
• Roofs Re-felted & Lathed
• Chimney’s Re-pointed
• Lead Work & Flashing
• Soffits, Fascias & Guttering
Fit
New
Tiles

All work guaranteed | No job too big or too small

For a FREE estimate call TLH Roofing Ltd

01782 926526 | 07583 487771
Email: tlhroofing@gmail.com | www.tlhroofing.co.uk

Join “Win with Werrington” for as little
as £1 per month and you will be
allocated a random number. You can
have as many numbers as you like up
to 5 and so increase your chances of
winning. Numbers are entered into a
draw on the third Monday in each
month. Winners receive a cheque for
50% of the fu
For as little as £1 a month you could be
in with a chance of winning a cash
prize AND you will be supporting your
local community. nd to date, the
remaining 50% goes to beneﬁt
Werrington IN FULL.
For more info get a special leaﬂet from
Jocelyn Morrison on 01782 303192 or jocelynmor@btinternet.com

WERRINGTON 50+ CLUB
Christmas is coming . . . what
have you forgotten?

Werrington &
Wetley Rocks
Community Carol Service

If like me there is always a card that you
receive from someone not on your list, or
do you need to send a thank you card to
someone. Then why not come to our 50+
Craft Group on a Monday morning and
make your own personalized card, just
bring with you some materials and glue
and join our frindly group run by Noreen
or if you want to speak to someone
beforehand ring me on 01782 303587 and
I will make sure you are made welcome.
In the New Year the 50+ Club is hoping
to host a training session entitled Heart
Start. This enables us to offer life saving
techniques. This will be free of charge
and is open to both male and females so
please sign up for this excellent idea.

Thurs, 14 December 2017
at
Moorside High School
7.00 pm start

(to be seated by 6.50 pm)
Should you have any mobility issues please notify the school

Chris Lewis
Chairman
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The Holy Gift
It was just another Christmas! The children
Joseph and Mary Jones attended the infants
School down the road at St Pauls they were
doing well in class and were good at most
subjects, and also went to Sunday school
regularly as well. They were very excited for
being chosen by their class teacher to take
part in the leading roles of Joseph and Mary
in St Pauls nativity play, then came the day
just before the Christmas Holidays when an
audience of Mums and Dads, Aunties and
Uncles came to watch the children enact the
birth of Jesus in the Manger on stage in the
School Hall, Joseph and Mary took to the
parts very naturally, perhaps bearing the same
names had a lot to do with it! All the children
who took part in the play got a lot of applause
from the audience when the play had finished,
people said after wards that it was the best
piece of acting of the parts of Joseph and
Mary they had ever seen, it had been a great
success. We all went home very excited that
night, we parents were very proud of our
children’s efforts. Soon Christmas eve arrived,
Joseph and Mary went to bed early that night
and draped their Christmas present sacks at
the foot of their beds and climbed into bed
eventually falling asleep thinking what Santa
might bring them, because they had both
been good exceptionally so and not forgetting
Santa and his reindeers they had left on
the dressing table mince pies and a drink of
lemonade for Santa, and a pile of carrots for
the reindeers. Then it was time for Mum and
Dad to go to bed, thinking what a rumpus
there would be and shrieks of delight when
the children started to open their Christmas
presents, next thing I knew was the exited
chatter going on between them as they
unwrapped the various packages from out of
their Christmas sacks, they can’t have slept
much at all I thought because the time on

my alarm clock was six a.m. two hours earlier
than the usual time they arose. Mary had got
what she asked Santa for, a super walking and
talking doll a cork work set from Aunt Emily,
and Joseph an IPad from Mum and Dad, a
Meccano set from Uncle Ted and a bag of
marbles from Uncle Les and both received a
box of chocolates from Aunt Ida. The presents
all opened they both dozed off to sleep again
for a while, until it was time to get up anyway!
It wasn’t until later on after their Christmas
dinner and the two children were gazing at
the pretty lights on the Christmas tree in the
lounge that the children discovered a package
under the Christmas tree, with to Joseph and
Mary written on a gift tag attached to it so
the children quickly unwrapped the strange
paper the likes they hadn’t seen before, when
the children shouted to Mum and Dad to
come and have a look they were all amazed
it was like parchment the ancient Egyptians
used thousands of years ago and when the
unwrapping finally revealed this book the
family were flabbergasted in beautiful print
on the cover in all manner of colours was the
Title The Holy Bible. They opened it to the
first page very carefully with mum and Dad
looking over their shoulders on it was written
To Joseph and Mary study this book and set
aside an hour or so each day to read one of
the lessons as decreed by Jesus and your
lives will be enriched they were so amazed
by The Holy Gift it was luxuriously made with
a strange material unlike anything we see
nowadays, the children treasured it and read
lessons from it daily following the instructions,
but who could have given it! Mum and Dad
enquired around all the Aunts and Uncles
nobody knew. They approached experts
about it. they were equally baffled being as
it was made with such unusual materials and
looked so ancient they decided to have it
carbon test dated, they were astounded to
discover that it was 2,017 years old made at
the time of Christ and printed in English to

which contradicted the History books dealing
with the subject and a one off and of course
would be priceless so from then on it was
kept in a glass case under lock and key on the
advice of the police the years rolled by the
children had grown up into adults both had
successful jobs and lived good lives put down
to studying the Bible every day. Whether they
started to get complacent I don’t know, after
neglecting to read the Bible anymore but
their lives changed dramatically Joseph found
himself in dept. due to a gambling addiction
and Mary resorted to shoplifting through
lack of finances, because of taking drugs,
so their whole world was collapsing around
them! And looking back and thinking how
their lives had once been and how they had
got themselves in such a mess, they suddenly
remembered the long forgotten Bible and so
they went to the place where it was stored
and to their astonishment it had gone,
despite being under lock and key! Joseph
called the police and a nationwide hunt was
on for the missing Bible which by now was
well known in most circles of society but
despite that it was never found. Joseph and
Mary put it down to be a punishment from
God and vowed to pull themselves together
and get back on track with their lives. Then
suddenly I felt someone shaking me I awoke
with a start it was Joseph and Mary Mummy
they said excitedly Santa’s been and eaten all
the mince pies and drunk the lemonade and

the Reindeer have eaten all the carrots , Oh
I am so pleased said Mum! So now will you
both go back to bed , its only three o clock
in the morning I then realised that it had
all been a dream and it wasn’t real after all,
I do hope though they will grow up to be
good citizens! Just as it teaches us in The
Holy Bible.

Bill Webb

(Alias Andy Anonymous) ©

A Member of the Creative Writing Group of
Werrington.

Ladies Only Toning & Fitness Centre
Allen Street, Cheadle
Using 6 Powertone and 6 Easytone machines plus the added value of the world
famous Pilates techniques creates Shapemasters unique 30 minute exercise system.

• Full fitness workout in 40 minutes a day
• Range of membership options
• Full range of Shapemaster toning chairs and beds
• New range of cardio exercise machines:
Cross Trainers, Treadmills and Vibration Plates

The combination of the Tummy Crunch
machine firms and flattens the entire
abdominal group of muscles while
strengthening the lower back, mobilising
hips, knees and tightening buttocks.

Whatever your age, weight or fitness we can shape you up and help you roll back the years

Call Now to arrange your free visit 01538 753 897
Ladies Only Toning & Fitness Centre, Allen Street, Cheadle, ST10 1HJ (opposite leisure centre)

ASH BANK

S.A.M Hedge & Tree Services

Established 24 years
Freshly prepared food with a
guarantee of high quality, voted
in the Top 3 Take-Away shops in
Staffordshire.

• All hedge, conifer and tree work undertaken
• Dead & fallen trees cleared
• Fully insured
• Mowing & strimming
For free quotes and advice contact Lee on

Tel: 01782 250517
Mobile: 07814 406604
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Extensive menu and friendly
atmosphere with Steve, Helen
and Staff who thank you for
your support.

Orders taken for collection on

01782 302365

NEW LOOK FOR
WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL

curtains and the professionalism with
which Paula had dealt with the work. A
new feature is that large screen and
digital projector facilities are also
available. We really are lucky to have
such a wonderful amenity on our
doorstep and such fantastic volunteers
to keep it in tip top condition. For more
info on the Village Hall contact Derek on
01782 303093

Our lovely
Village Hall
really does
keep up with
the times under
the watchful
eyes of Pauline
& Derek
Fielding who
really run the
place. One of
the big issues
is keeping a
building of a certain age well maintained
and this is certainly the case here as the
hall has been kept in excellent condition.
Visually it is also now better than ever
with a smart new kitchen and new
chairs. The latest stage has been the
replacement of the curtains in the main
hall and stage which has now been
completed and which make the hall
more attractive than ever. This special
project was undertaken by Paula Bell
who advertises in Village Life under the
name - The Window Dresser. Pauline
said tha she was delighted with the

Laura’s mobile cuts n curls

Laura Smith
Level 3 qualified
Fully insured
Mobile hairdresser
07846606344

AND ITS GOODBYE
FROM THEM!

they have covered. On behalf of all readers
we would like to thank Chris and June for
all their hard work. But all is not lost as they
now continue with their day job where you
will find them on Thursday afternoons in
the library. Chris
is also a member
of the Library
Management
Committee and
makes the planters
which enhance our
village.

A familiar sight around the area over the
past few years has been husband and
wife team Chris and June Lewis who have
delivered Village Life for the Werrington
Volunteers. So we say “thank you” to
this lovely couple for all their help, not to
mention shoe leather! I think we would be
amazed if we knew just how many miles
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ASHBANK GARAGE LTD

Supporting car owners since 1969
Repairs, MOT and Servicing to any make of vehicle
www.ashbankgarage.co.uk • 01782 303926

The Socially Responsible Creative Agency
We offer creative and IT services with discounted rates for
charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises. Need help
with marketing your brand? Get in touch today.

Website Design
Graphic Design
Print and Merchandise
Database Development
Kiln design and print Werrington Village Life

w kiln-creative.org.uk

T 01782 683030

