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As a change from my normal locket 
sized photograph this time you have me 
accompanied by Marilyn Monroe! What 
a star - her not me! This was the library’s 
entry into the Scarecrow event which 
this year was more successful than ever 

so hearty congratulations to everyone 
who took part. Even the weather didn’t 
dash everyone’s hopes which must have 
made it even more rewarding for Alison 
Morgan who did a great job in organising. 
It’s good for the local area in many ways 
as shops and restaurants reported good 
takings as visitors flocked in. Yet another 
event organised from your volunteer run 
Community Library & Wellbeing Centre.

Talking of image changes it was sad to see 
that for the first time in six years the Jubilee 
Garden was vandalised. What do parents 
think their kids are doing at night? - I know 
things have changed but when my boys 
were out at night they had to be in by a 
certain time and they were always asked 
what they had done, where they had been 
and who with. They also knew that if they 
damaged anything their pocket money 
would be stopped to pay for it. Check your 
kids out - in the long run they will be the 
better for it. This has to be a full community 
effort.

David

From the Editor... CHANGE OF IMAGE?

   Jiffy Bear is hiding somewhere in Village Life. Can you find him? >>>>>>>
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QUEENS AWARD RECOGNISES WERRINGTON 
VOLUNTEERS UNIQUE ACHEIVEMENT

What a great occasion the 
Queens Award ceremony 
was. The Werrington 
Community Volunteers 
Group gained the award for 
what they had done over 
ten years, culminating with 
the Community Library & 
Wellbeing Centre. They 
also received the award as 
they are - nice, happy and 
achieving great things with 
a laugh. The ceremony took 
place in the library which 
was packed with volunteers. 
Everyone invited had in 
some way helped and so 
everyone was a proud 
volunteer, it was a very 
happy occasion. 

The celebration began 
with a Bubbly Reception 
and visitors were given 
a conducted tour and 

explanation of the various 
facets of the facility which 
was not only the first of its 
kind but which has received 
national acclaim. 

The Lord-Lieutenant, Mr 
Ian Dudson CBE KStJ and 
his wife Jane, really joined 
in and said that they had 
thoroughly enjoyed their visit. 
The special presentations 
were made to Jean Fryer 
who received the Crystal 
Award and Betty Johnson 
who received the citation 
signed by the Queen, both 
ladies being the founder 
members of the Werrington 
Parish Plan some ten years 
ago which later became 
the Werrington Community 
Volunteers Group.

During that decade the group 

has undertaken literally 
hundreds of events and 
activities mainly suggested 
by residents designed to 
enhance the village and has 
been self-funding from day 
one. The figure will soon 
top £400,000, all raised 
without cost to residents, 
an achievement which has 
received national acclaim.

Having received the 
awards the group then 
turned the tables on the 
Lord-Lieutenant who is 
from the famous Dudson 
Pottery manufacturer. By 
coincidence Dodson’s were 
the first company to sponsor 
the Library & Wellbeing 
Centre with a donation of 
mugs which are used by the 
volunteers to sell tea and 
coffee to raise funds. The 

The welcoming group, photographed in the 
Sensory garden, with (L-R) Jean fryer, Betty 
Johnson, Ian and Jane Dudson and 
Wendy Sandbrook

volunteers took one of the original mugs 
and made it into a unique “Werrington 
Award” with a special citation recognising 
the Queens Award Visit and presented it 
to Mr Dudson who received it with great 
appreciation.

Funky Fillerz again did the group proud 
with a super buffet. There were mouth-
watering gateaux from Deb Hefferon,wines 
from bargain booze and trifles from Jocelyn 
Morrison. The event was rounded off with 
a special celebration cake baked by Betty 
Johnson.

The Crystal Award

Special Presentations –  
Betty Johnson (left) and Jean Fryer

Special celebration Cake 
baked by Betty Johnson

SUZANNE’S  
HELPING HANDS

Don’t struggle on your own,  
I can help you with:

• General house work
• Laundry / Ironing
• Bed changing
• Shopping

Or anything else you need help 
with. We can do the jobs together 
OR I can do them for you.

Tel: 07870 728522
CRB Checked and fully insured.
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The latest monthly draw of 
the Werrington Lottery was 
made by Basil Turner who 
was born in Werrington 
and is  well known in the 
village.  Winning number 63. 
Organised by the Werrington 
Community Volunteers 
Group the lottery raises 
funds for a wide range of 
community activities including 
Werrington in Bloom, 
Free full colour Village 
Life community magazine, 
www.myvillagelifeonline.
com community website, 
Community E-News 
information service, Jubilee 
Garden Project, Village 
Seating, Neighbourhood 
Watch, Village Life Radio 
Show, Free media promotion 
service for local groups, 
Poppy planting around 
the village, Residents 
Consultation Evening and 
concert, Christmas Trees 
with community switch-on, 
Road Safety & Safe Parking 
campaign for Primary school, 
provided an Edible Garden 

For some time now the 
Community Volunteers 
have been promising to get 
Chairman David some new 
socks, but time has marched 
on (marched on . . . feet . . 
. never mind . . . bit “corny”) 
but now it can be revealed 
that David’s plates have 
received their just reward 
with a pair of special socks to 
celebrate the Queens Award. 
Not only that but they were 
knitted on the Isle Of Sky 
by Irene who is the mum of 
Maureen Palmer who is one 
of our Knit & Natter group 
in the Community Library. 
This wonderfully happy band 
meets every Wednesday 
at 10am and they do a 
tremendous amount of 
fundraising, not only for the 
library, but loads of other 
good causes too. At the last 
Funday they fundraised for 
Scotties Little Soldiers who 
care for the children of the 
fallen. If you can see if you 
can find a missing colour!

Our Wonderful local folk have 
proved how generous you are 
once again by supporting the 
Royal British Legion through 
donations for Remembrance 
Day poppies, badges, wrist 
bands, teddies etc which 
have been available in 
the Library and Wellbeing 
Centre. You have already 
filled one donations box and 
I hope we can fill more for 
this worthy cause. Last year 
we raise almost £400, can 
we do better this year? I think 
we can. Thank you to all who 
have given their support, I am 
very grateful and I know the 
Royal British Legion and the 
people they support will be 
too. Jean x

Local News

BEST FEET 
FORWARD!

Remembrance 
Day poppies

BASILS BRUSH 
WITH THE
WERRINGTON 
LOTTERY

Werrington Community Library & Wellbeing 
Centre wins national acclaim!

Over 100 volunteers and sponsors involved in Library & Wellbeing Centre

First Community Library & Wellbeing Centre in UK

Over 1,000 Wellbeing activities in first 2.5 years

Sustainable for 10 years

Over 76% increase in library membership

Operationally the project is self-funding – 

we only use grants for capital purchases

All achieved at no cost to residents

WCVG granted Queens Award for Voluntary Service

Community Library & Wellbeing Centre featured in “Pride of Britain” 

 Daily Mirror/TSB national Awards

for the Primary school. Poppy 
Man & Windmill projects 
with British Legion. You 
have to be in it to win it and 
if you would like to know 
more about the Werrington  
Lottery which raises funds 
for village projects call 01782 
303192. Our photograph 
shows Community Volunteers 
Chris Lewis with Basil, Lottery 
Organiser Jocelyn Morrison and 
Jean Fryer.

DON’T FORGET TO GET YOUR 
JABS AT WERRINGTON VILLAGE 
SURGERY

Shingles also called herpes zoster, is a painful skin 
rash caused by the chickenpox virus (varicella-zoster 
virus).   You don’t ‘catch’ shingles , it comes on when 
there is a reactivation of chickenpox virus that is 
already  in your body.  After you‘ve recovered from 
chickenpox, the varicella-zoster virus lies dormant 
in your nerve cells and can reactive at a later stage 
when your  immune system is weakened.   Around 
1 in 5 people who have had chickenpox (usually 
in childhood) go on to develop shingles.   Shingles 
vaccination is a ‘one off’ vaccination in the upper 
arm.  Shingles vaccination is available on the NHS 
for people aged 70 & 78 or if you have missed the 
jab between the ages of 70-76. Flu usually starts 
from December onwards so it is not too late to get 
your Flu jab from your GP Practice.  Free adult 
flu jabs are available if you are: over 65 - have a 
long term condition such as diabetes, are a carer 
or a healthcare or social care professional directly 
involved in patient care. 

COME JOIN US 
– WE HAVE AN 
“OUTSTANDING”
PATIENTS GROUP IN 
THE VILLAGE

Werrington Village Surgery Patient 
Participation Group is very active.  
The meetings are informal and 
offer an opportunity for all residents 
to  - have your say in how local 
healthcare services are delivered - 
provide feedback on new systems 
within the practice  - act as a 
sounding board for ideas to support  
the Practice to provide high quality 
of care and service delivery. The 
meetings are at the Practice at 
1.30pm -15.00.  Everybody is 
welcome… there is no invite just 
pop along. Diary the dates for 
2019 now - 31st January - 21st 
March - 23rd May - 18th July - 19th 
September - 21st November 
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FLOWER SHOW 
BLOOMS AGAIN

New Foot care service opens in Werrington 
Wellbeing Centre with prices from £20 for 
both feet. 

Prior to the Werrington Volunteers opening the 
Wellbeing Centre the main cry to the Patients 
Participation Group was for foot care services 
which were no longer available in the village. 
The group is now delighted to announce that 
Tracy Humphries, a qualified Podiatrist and 
Chiropodist is joining the team. 

Tracy started her foot health sessions on Friday 
12th October from 9.30 to 3pm and will then be 
there every other week. She offers general nail 
maintenance, diabetic footcare, corns and hard 
skin removal, in growing toenails and cracked 
feet plus assessment and diagnosis of foot 
complaints. Chairman of the volunteers David 
Shaw said that he was delighted Tracy was 
joining the Wellbeing Centre as she had been 
looking after his feet for some time with excellent 
results. 

To book in contact Tracy on – 07707 074999

GOOD NEWS AFOOT FOR 
WERRINGTON

Cellarhead and District 
Horticultural Society’s 17th 
Annual Flower show took place 
on Saturday 25th August 2018 
in Wetley Rocks Village Hall. 
Before the event the organisers 
were concerned that the very 
hot weather would have an 
impact on the number of entries 
but they need not have worried.  
289 entries from 30 competitors 
ensured a very successful show.  

Indeed, in some cases the hot 
weather helped rather than 
hindered some competitors.  
Our photo shows the society’s 
Chairman (and Village Life 
contributor) Joe Smith standing 
next to an enormous cabbage – 
one of three entered in the show. 
The Society meets on the first 
Tuesday of the month in Wetley 
Rocks Village Hall.  Everyone is 
welcome to attend.  Speakers 
cover the spectrum of gardening 
topics including how to propagate 
plants, how to get cheap plants, 
pests and diseases, edible herbs, 
and tips and advice on the best 
way and varieties for showing. 

Anyone interested in joining the 
Society can contact Joe  
on: 01782 551609 or  
email: smith.joseph7@sky.com

NATALIE’S NEWS
I have been teaching Yoga 
on Mondays at 6.30pm at 
Werrington Village Hall now 
for nearly 3 years and from 
the success of this class, I 
have been able to expand 
into Pregnancy Yoga (which 
I started to offer at the 
village hall last year every 
Wednesday at 6.30pm) and 
now Postnatal Yoga. 

I feel very passionate about 
being able to offer these 
classes to the ladies in my 
community as it offers them 
a chance to improve their 
own health and well being 
so they can look after their 
family’s with greater ease. A 
recuperative exercise routine 
is recommended during 
the Postnatal period which 
makes Yoga an excellent 
choice. Each week we will 
work on strengthening the 
areas that Pregnancy has 
put under pressure, such as 
the pelvic floor, abdominal 

and back. We will look at 
ways to reduce aches and 
pains from feeding, carrying 
and changing baby and of 
course give Mums time to 
rest and relax after those 
sleepless nights. 

At a time when government 
cut backs have seen lots of 
Children Centres and Mum 
and Baby classes closing, its 
extremely important for these 
classes to be on offer and 
known about. Motherhood is 
tough and support is needed. 
Classes such as Postnatal 
Yoga give Mums somewhere 
safe and friendly to meet and 
seek support if needed. 

Ladies can contact me for 
booking and information 
on 07970940718 or 
natalieblakeman@hotmail.
co.uk or FB page @
loveandlightyogawithnatalie 

Natalie Blakeman 
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Every year the Werrington Young Persons Support 
Group organise a special Christmas gift collection for 
disadvantaged children. Just imagine a kid waking up 
on Christmas Day and finding no presents. It’s just not 
right. Kidz2Kidz is now in its fifth year and has provided 
Christmas gifts to over 500 disadvantaged children and 
emergency financial support for distressed mums plus a 
free toiletry kit as frequently when they arrive in refuges 
they have nothing. One thing you can help with is toys – 
just drop them off at the library and we will give them a 
good and happy home. For more info ring Jean fryer on 
01782 304890.

It is difficult to believe that we 
are nearing the end of another 
year and that Christmas is 
fast approaching.  Over the 
months members have enjoyed 
listening to and learning 
from speakers who have 
covered many topics from the 
manufacture of sweets; history 
of photography or of music 
boxes; fun stories as told by a 
professional dog sitter and then 
in October we were treated 
to a talk by Tony Heritage, 
a retired ceramics designer.  
Tony brought varying pieces 
of ware which showed off his 
designs.  It was fascinating to 
hear of his experiences whilst 
working in the Potteries as a 
young apprentice designer who 
eventually worked freelance.  
He recalled working alongside 
many people whose skills and 
products have been lost and 
forgotten since the collapse of 
the pottery industry in Stoke on 
Trent.  Nevertheless many of 
Tony’s designs are established 

Wetley Rocks 
Women’s 
Institute

and renowned patterns which will remain with us for many 
years.  Since retirement, Tony has concentrated upon his 
passion for painting, in particular the female form and his 
skill was very evident in the artwork which he brought to 
show us.  Tony is another example where retirement has 
allowed time to follow one’s interests and any opportunity 
to do so is to be encouraged. The Women’s Institute is 
inspirational for women and the vast selection of activities 
and events often trigger our members’ own personal 
interests especially toward creativity. notwithstanding 
that individual members may just enjoy the company and 
outings such as recent visit to Middleport Pottery to see 
the poppy display; our pie and pea supper; the theatre 
outing to see Calendar Girls or in finishing 2018 to enjoy the 
Christmas meal at our usual venue The Queens at Freehay.  
One thing for sure is that the diary for 2019 is already 
looking full and hopefully more women will want to join us 
and share their own interest or be inspired towards new 
ones. Anyone wanting more information, please contact 
Secretary Barbara Hughes 
Tel: 01782 302497 
or go online www.wiwetleyrocks.btck.co.uk

Linda Brindley

Funding Christmas for disadvantaged 
children and distressed mums.

• Experienced, mature, reliable Pet 
Sitter/Dog walker 

• Including puppies, cats and small 
animals for home visits

• in Werrington and surrounding 
areas.

• Insured, reasonable rates.

Contact Kim 
07874 106689
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Once again the Red Cow Golf Society has 
organised a special charity event to join 
forces with the local Werrington Kidz2Kidz 
voluntary group who provide emergency 
funds for distressed mums and gifts for 
disadvantaged children at Christmastime. 
The fund also supports Scotties Little Solders 
which is a charity for children of the fallen to 
help with their activities in the Moorlands.

Founded six years ago as a spin-off of the 
Werrington Young Persons Support group, 
Kidz2Kidz has received nationwide acclaim 
for its work at Christmas time with distressed 
mums and disadvantaged children. The 
fund is now based at Werrington Community 
Library & Wellbeing Centre where toys can 
be donated.

Since the fund started, the Red Cow Golf 

Red Cow Golf Society swings into action again 
for disadvantaged children

Society has donated well over £12,000, which 
has been allocated to deserving families each 
year and in 2017 alone emergency cash 
was given to 148 distressed mums which is 
the highest number the fund has helped in a 
single year. In addition Kidz2Kidz arranged 
toy gifts to 363 disadvantaged children.

Tony Simpson, Chairman of the Red Cow 
Golf Society, said that they were delighted 
to support such a worthy cause with its local 
base in Werrington and commented – “We 
are all volunteers, supported by the Red 
Cow, family, friends and colleagues, to give 
a helping hand to those less fortunate at 
Christmas, and we know every penny goes 
to deserving families. We are pleased to 
be involved and proud of what we have 
achieved”. 

Our photograph shows (L-R) Jean Fryer Vice 
Chairman of K2K, Jean Shaw, Treasurer, Julie 
Kelly Red Cow Manager and Tony Simpson 
Chairman of the Red Cow Golf Society at 
the presentation of this year’s cheque for 
£1,262.50

SEPTEMBER 177
OCTOBER 27
NOVEMBER 167
DECEMBER 166
JANUARY 110

FEBRUARY 63
MARCH   23 
APRIL   155
MAY                      113 
JUNE                    155

JULY                      57
AUGUST               63
SEPTEMBER 13
OCTOBER 121

WERRINGTON COMMUNITY LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS 2017/2018

The lottery is now based at the Werrington Community Library & 
Wellbeing Centre where you can get an entry form – 

REMEMBER YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
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Come along and have a great 
afternoon out at Werrington Village 
Hall. From 2 to 4pm on the last 
Saturday in the month. Prizes, 
refreshments and good company. 
Just come along and enjoy 
yourself. Plenty of car parking 
too. Please note that there are no 
sessions in January, August and 
December

Something to crow about 
The fourth annual Scarecrow 
Weekend was yet again 
a most enjoyable and 
successful event.  The 
scarecrows were all 
ingeniously based on the 
‘Film Folk’ theme and despite 
the wet weather on Sunday, 
over the weekend, hundreds 
of ‘Trailers’ viewed the 
highly original entries and 
enjoyed the refreshments 
so kindly provided by the 
local churches.  Speaking 
on behalf of Werrington 
Community Volunteer 
Group who organise the 
event, Alison Morgan said, 
“The event would not 
be possible without the 
scarecrow-makers who 
put so much time and 
effort into their creations 
but everyone, from the 
‘makers’ and ‘trailers’, to 
the churches, schools 
and local businesses all 
play their part, making it 
a truly community event.  

Dr. Roach and Practice 
Manager, Joy Brassington, 
kindly volunteered to give 
up their time to choose their 
favourite scarecrows and I 
certainly did not envy them 
as it is always a difficult task 
to pick the winners.  The 
competition is a popular 
feature of the event, but the 
main thing is just to have fun 
taking part”. 
The winning entry, ‘Mr. 
McGregor with Peter Rabbit’, 
can be seen on the cover 
and some of the other 
amazing scarecrows are 
shown below.
Alison Morgan

Silver Surfers

Jean Fryer is now arranging the 
next Silver Surfers course for Spring 
next year. It really is easy to get into 
computers with the help of the lovely 
Moorside pupils. You will amaze 
yourself! To get your name on the list 
contact Jean on 01782 304890 or 
e-mail -  jfryer229@gmail.com

FUN AND FUNDS AT KNIT & NATTER

Our Knit and Natter Group have been meeting 
in the Library for the last two years.  During 
this time we have donated hand knitted items 
to the Royal Stoke Special Care Baby Unit. At 
Easter we knit Chicks and Rabbits complete 
with Crème Egg to sell monies raised goes 
to the Library.  At Christmas we sell Santa’s, 
Snowmen and Stockings etc. We also knit 
items for a stall at the Hanley Fire Station 
Christmas Fayre who raise money for their 
chosen Charity.  Last Christmas the stall 
raised over £150. In July the Knit and Natter 
had a stall at the local Fun Day and raised 
£150 which we forwarded to the Charity 
Scotties Little Soldiers.
Our latest project is knitting Teddies.  This 
came about as one of our ladies was visiting 
her Mother on the Isle of Skye and saw 
a notice from the Scottish Police asking 
for 200 knitted Teddies.  Our local PCSO 
Ashley Goodwin heard about this and asked 
if we would knit some for our local Police. 

In September we handed over 90 Teddies 
knit in six weeks by our Group of ten ladies. 
He explained the Teddies would be given to 
the Family Liaison Officer and handed out 
accordingly to children who have been in 
accidents or suffered a traumatic event.
at the time of writing we have handed over 
another 45+ Teddies. We now call these 
Teddies Comfort Teddies. We have a table 
in the Library with knitted items for sale.  All 
monies raised goes into the Library. We are 
now busy knitting for this Christmas.
Barbara Hughes
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QUIZ PAGE WINTER 2018

1. MATHEMATICAL PUZZLE - Insert 
a mathematical symbol between each 
number to make the sum correct. (You will 
need one pair of brackets)

1?2?3?4?5?6?7?8?9 =100

2. RIDDLE -  George and Arthur 
played seven games of tennis on 
Monday. Each won the same number 
of games as the other and no games 
were drawn.  How is this possible?

3. SAY WHAT YOU SEE - 
ABRUNOSKINNERTRA

Answers on page 29

RADIO WAVES

Thursday 11th October 2018 was a red letter day 
for your Community Library & Wellbeing Centre 
when Moorlands Radio mounted a live outside 
broadcast covering the Morning Show from 10am 
to 1pm. Our picture shows presenter Georgia 
Turner with Jocelyn Morrison with Jean Fryer who 
was being interviewed about the various activities 
in the library. The broadcast was a great success 
with listeners being made aware of all the activity 
which does on in this special community facility. 
Also interviewed was Knit & Natter organiser 
Barbara Hughes talking about their new Teddy 
initiative where they are working with local PCSO 
Ashley Goodwin, David Shaw who covered the 
groups two and a half year journey with the 

building and Wendy Sandbrook who went through the activities of the Wellbeing Centre and 
talked about future plans. Dealing with the technicalities was local lad Matt Hill who presents 
the morning show, sidekick Jason and producer Joan. A really super morning which went like 
clockwork and yet another library event helping to keep Werrington on the map. Don’t forget 
that Jean and David are on Moorlands Radio at 11am every third Thursday promoting our 
village.
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Saturday, 15th December 2018 at 7.00pm

Mel Baines – vocals
Self contained solo vocalist, vocalist with “Terry James Quintet”, “Mel and Him Duo”

John Dougherty – sax, uke, banjo, vocals
saxophonist with “Front Page News”, “Nightjars” “Hassell Street Jive Candy”

John Woodward – piano, vocals
pianist at the Cross roads Cafe, Werrington, keyboard player with “Sax & Keys” 

and “Riff Raff Rock Band”
 

Unique versions of the music of 
various artists including

Fleetwood Mac, Adele, Hot Sardines, The Beatles, Imelda May, Everly Brothers, Van 
Morrison, Showaddywaddy, Bill Haley, Doris Dayand even George Formby!

. . . plus a selection of “swing” standards
 

TICKETS: £5
  (includes tea, coffee and cake during the interval)

 From Pauline Fielding Tel: 01782 303093
and Werrington library 

All proceeds towards the cost of repairing the car park 

Werrington Village Hall committee presents

THE MEL BAINES TRIO
 WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL

ST9 0JS – car park to the rear of the Village Hall, off Salters Lane

Congratulations to Adam and Danielle from 
Bargain Booze who have saved the local 
Post Office which is good news for all local 
residents. Now installed in the refurbished 
store the service is fully established and 
doing better than originally expected. The 
shop is light and airy, without any old-
fashioned security screens. Adam said that 
he was delighted with the launch, which went 
without a hitch and commented - "We are 
very pleased with the initial trading period 
which has shown a significant increase 
on our expectations and it is continuing to 
develop week-on-week. It is also good as 
we are meeting lots of new people and so 
getting more involved with the community 
which we have found to be a wonderful 
benefit".

Talking about the community it is perhaps 
a little known fact that Adam and Danielle 
have been great supporters of the 
Werrington Community Volunteers Group 
and particularly the Library where they are 
an important sponsor donating into special 
events and enhancing celebratory occasions, 
and as you will read elsewhere Adam totally 
refurbished the Jubilee Garden seat without 
cost. They have a great philosophy of paying 

back into the community and so deserve to 
be supported.

Now trading under the name of "Select 
Convenience" the store still provides its 
usual range of liquid refreshments and so 
is effectively two shops in one. We talked 
to several customers and asked them for 
comments on the new service and all were 
positive and pleased that the service had 
been saved for the village. Just shows what 
you can do when you try - the Werrington 
Group saved the library and now Adam and 
Danielle have saved the Post Office. We 
have a lot of good news to be pleased about.

First Class Post

Our photograph shows Danielle and Hayley 
Hemmings at the new Post Office counter.
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St Philip, Werrington:

Memorial Service – Sunday 
2nd December, 4:00 pm 
Nativity Service – Sunday 
16th December, 10:15 am 
Carol Service – Sunday 
23rd December, 6:00 pm 
Christingle Service - 
Christmas Eve, 6:00 pm 
Christmas Communion – 
Christmas Eve, 11:30 pm 
Holy Communion – 
Christmas Day, 9:30 am

Our usual Sunday services 
are 8:45, 10:15, 18:00 at St 
Philip’s, 8:00, 10:45, 18:30 
at St John’s – but do check 
our website at wwrchurches.
com

Something a little different 
is Messy Church: crafts, 
songs, story, and food for 
children with an adult on 
Sunday 18th November and 
9th December, 4pm at St 
Philip’s. God bless,

Revd. Michael Follin

“Christmas is coming!”

Christmas and the weeks 
running up to it are a 
wonderful time, a time of 
anticipation and excitement.  
Even the bad weather can’t 
dampen our spirits as we 
prepare for the big day – 
the day when we celebrate 
the birth of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

At Werrington Methodist 
Church we start on Friday 
31st November when 
we launch our Advent 
celebration with “A Fanfare 
to Christmas,” The church 
will be decorated with 
displays featuring carols and 
other Christmas songs and 
the centre piece will be an 
enormous representation 
of the stable in Bethlehem 
where Jesus was born. This 
extravaganza will appeal to 
all ages and there will be free 
drinks and mince pies.  Make 
this a must-see spectacle for 
the whole of your family!  

We will be open as follows:  
Friday 31st November  
10am - 4pm;  
Saturday 1st December 
10am – 4pm;  
Sunday 2nd December  
2pm – 4pm 

Monday 3rd December  
10am – 8pm.

The following Sunday 9th 
December there will a “Tea 

and Praise” service at 2pm 
where drinks and cakes are 
served after a short service. 
On Sunday 16th at 6pm we 
will be holding our annual 
Carol Service lead by our 
choir. On Monday 24th 
December at 11pm we have 
our Midnight Service which 
heralds Christmas Day and 
the birth of Jesus Christ.

Our final special Christmas 
service is, of course, on 
Christmas Day at 10am 
when we come together for 
a short service to celebrate 
the most important and most 
wonderful birthday in the 
history of the world. All of 
these services are in addition 
to the usually Sunday 
service at 10.40am.

All of the Christmas hype 
can often leave us feeling 
deflated as we head for 
the new year but I can 
assure you that we have a 
full programme of mission 
and  social events and fund 
raisers planned stretching 
well into 2019! I can promise 
you one thing – no matter 
who you are, where you are 
from or what age you are – if 
you come to our church you 
will be made very welcome!

John Smith

As I write this, we have one 
Harvest service and several 
Remembrance services still 
to happen: but Christmas is 

fast approaching. Christmas 
is a time of great stress 
for many people, as we 
set ourselves such high 
expectations and give 
ourselves far too many 
tasks to do. Then it’s all 
over so quickly and we start 
a new year. Yet the heart 
of Christmas is a timeless 
mystery. God becomes 
human in the shape of 
a baby, born to poor 
parents in very awkward 
circumstances. Everything 
has to stop with the arrival 
of a new-born, and the 
lives of Mary, Joseph, and 
ultimately billons of people 
have been changed forever. 
It’s important to take time out 
at Christmas to remember 
this – the arrival of the Prince 
of Peace.

You are invited to celebrate 
Christmas with us every 
Sundays and at special 
seasonal services:

Community Carol Service 
at Moorside High School – 
Thursday 20th December at 
7:00 pm (tickets available 
from the churches)

St John the Baptist,  
Wetley Rocks

Christmas Concert: Friday 
7th December, 7:00 pm 
St John’s School Music 
Evening: Tuesday 11th 
December 7:00 pm  
Carols in the Cowshed - 
Christmas Eve, 6:00 pm 
Christmas Communion – 
Christmas Eve, 11:15 pm 
Holy Communion – 
Christmas Day, 10:00 am

News from the pews

Werrington 
Methodist 
Church

St Philip’s 
and 
St John’s

Wetley Rocks
Methodist 
Church

ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR?

Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB) is defined as ‘acting in a manner 
that has “caused or was likely to cause harassment, alarm or 
distress to one or more persons not of the same household” 
as the perpetrator’.

Vandalism is defined as ‘action involving deliberate 
destruction of or damage to public or private property’. 
Clearly, as can be seen, the damage caused to this bench is, 
without doubt, “an act of mindless vandalism” and whoever is 
responsible should face the full consequences of this criminal 
act. 

Thankfully, a number of residents have offered to help 
repair the bench, so it should be useable for the upcoming 
memorial service and commemorations taking place on 
November 11th to remember those who have given their lives 
in the service of our country and especially on this the, 100th 
year since the end of the Great War.

Unfortunately, there is an increase in this type of vandalism 
around the village as well as an upsurge in ASB. The Parish 
Council continue to work closely with the police who are well- 
aware of the problem and are working with the local schools 
to address the issues.

By way of assistance the Parish Council have suggested 
to the police that they should organise a public meeting to 
ensure that the local people are kept fully aware of the recent 
developments, the actions taken to date and future initiatives 
to combat this unacceptable escalation.

Kenn Griffiths
Chairman Werrington Parish Council.

Destruction at 
Werrington’s 
Memorial Garden

Dec 9th at 10.45am 
Gift service when someone 
from Leek Salvation Army 
will receive any new toys & 
food parcels for children & 
their families in the area who 
are in need. Mrs Pat Batigan 
will lead the service..  

Dec 16th at 6.30pm  
Joint service of Lessons 
and Carols with St John’s 
at the chapel. Service led 
by Mr Don Haslam. Tea & 
mincepies served after.
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“FRIENDS AGAINST SCAMS” PRESENTATIONS

Join us at the Library & Wellbeing Centre for one 
of our friendly Friends Against Scams Awareness 
events on either :

• Tuesday 8th January 2019 2.00 – 3.00 pm or

• Saturday 12th January 2019 9.30 – 10.30am 

and learn more about how to protect yourself 
against fraud online, on the telephone or by 
post. Hear what the common signs to watch out 
for are and find out who to contact should you 
unfortunately become a victim of scamming.

The sessions will be delivered by Georgina Woodcock, the Staffordshire Community Banker 
with NatWest. She will give a 45 minute presentation following which she will be happy to 
answer your questions. Refreshments will be available with donations towards costs very 
welcome. 

Community Bankers act under the National Trading Standards initiative against scams which 
aims to inform and protect people by empowering communities to take a stand against scams.  
Therefore Georgina will not be selling or plugging NatWest banking services or products and 
by the end of the session you will yourself become a Friend Against Scams!
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Everyone thinks that the 
winter period is the time one 
prunes every shrub in the 
garden. Quite simply IT IS 
NOT! The simplest way to 
define how a shrub needs 
pruning is to look at how it 
grows, flowers, fruits, or what 
its display feature is and the 
pruning process explains 
itself.

Applicable to all pruning 
systems is the following: 
Remove ALL Dead, 
Damaged, Weak, Crossing/
overcrowded wood then treat 
the shrub in accordance with 
its flowering habit. There are 
4 main types of flowering 
shrub:

1. Those shrubs which flower 
in the spring e.g. Forsythia, 
Ribes, etc. With these once 
they reach 4 years old try to 
remove 20 % cutting back to 

the base to encourage the 
shrub to “renew” itself over a 
5 year period.

2. Those shrubs which flower 
on wood produced in that 
year e.g. Buddleia Davidii. 
These are pruned by cutting 
the previous year’s growth 
back to between 5 and 15 
buds depending on the 
number of flowering stems 
you want.

3. Those shrubs which flower 
on growth produced the 
previous year e.g. Buddleia 
globosa  are pruned back 
to the base of the flowered 
wood IMMEDIATELY AFTER 
flowering has finished 
each year so that they can 
develop next year’s flowers.

4. Those shrubs planted 
for stem colour are pruned 
as near to the ground as 

vigour determines. Here 
the objective is to give the 
shrub a full season to grow 
to produce as fine a winter 
season as possible

This article looks at the 
basics of shrub pruning, 
my spring article will look 
at more specialist areas 
but I will leave you with two 
important points:

THE KEY TO GOOD 
PRUNING IS PLANT 
IDENTIFICATION.

AND

IF YOU DON’T KNOW, 
DON’T CUT!

Happy pruning.

Joe Smith 

POOR PRUNING IS “THE UNKINDEST CUT OF ALL“

The Socially Responsible Creative Agency

Website Design
Graphic Design

Print and Merchandise
Database Development

w  kiln-creative.org.uk T   01782 683030

We offer creative and IT services with discounted rates for 
charities, voluntary groups and social enterprises. Need help 

with marketing your brand? Get in touch today.

Kiln design and print Werrington Village Life
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The Library and Wellbeing Centre still offers 
the usual varied programme of activities: 
-Library Services, Computer access, Baby 
Bounce & Rhyme, Werrington Breast Babies, 
Staffordshire Police drop-in, Knit & Natter, 
Friendship mornings, Creative Writing, 
the Ukulele Group and, District Councillor 
surgeries.
 In addition, we are delighted that Tracy 
Humphries, a qualified Podiatrist & 
Chiropodist is now offering foot health care 
at the Wellbeing Centre every other Friday. 
Appointments can be made by contacting 
Tracy on 07707074999.
Look out for special activities and events 
both in this magazine but also via the Library 
notice board, e-news and posters around the 
Village.  You can also pop into the Library 
for a monthly “What’s On” leaflet or visit our 
website - werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk .  
The Macmillan Big Coffee Morning organised 
by Liz was again really successful, raising 

much needed funding 
for this worthy cause.  
Also on that morning 
there was a op-up stand 
informing people of on-
going dementia research 
and quite a few signed 
up to help this valuable 
research this condition 
which affects so many 
lives.
Our Community Shop 

continues is as popular as ever and we 
have plenty to offer to suit all tastes.  We 
had some great items for Father’s Day in 
June.  Thanks to our Knit & Natter Group for 
the supply of beautiful knitted items for sale. 
As always, thank you to all those who have 
kindly donated such a wide range of items 
for sale in the Community Shop, we have an 
amazing range of items and stock constantly 
changes. Further donations will be greatly 
received.

For further information on activities, session 
times and contact details please call into the 
Library, ‘phone 302706 or 
visit the website.  

If you would like to offer an 
activity or put on a session 
please contact Wendy 
Sandbrook on 01782 
302493.

The Village Hall also has a busy diary with 
on-going regular meetings including, the 
Women’s Institute, Endon Players Dramatic 
Society, Weightwatchers, Slimming World, 
Werrington Parish Council, Werrington 
Village Hall Committee and the Werrington 
Young Persons’ Support Group as well as a 
range of activities for all levels of abilities i.e.  
Yoga and Pregnancy Yoga, Jujitsu, Ballet & 
Tap, Kick Boxing and, Judo.  There is now 
a Pilates class on Tuesday morning from 
10.30 and a Kettlecise class on Tuesday 
evening from 6.00pm., postnatal classes 
on Fridays between 10.00 – 11.00, Drovers 
Line Dancing twice monthly on Saturday 
evenings, a small and friendly Line Dancing 
group on Thursday afternoons and, Bingo on 
the last Saturday of the month.
In addition to all of that, there is also a wide 
range of 50+ activities - Sewing & Craft, 
Table Tennis, Sequence Dancing and, Art 
classes. During the school terms, Pre-
School, which caters for 2-4 year olds, is 
available Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
mornings and Thursday and Friday mornings 
and afternoons.  
The Village Hall Committee raises funding 
for the Village Hall Car Park Refurbishment 
Fund from; concerts, Saturday evening 
dances and Bingo , with all of the profit made 
from these sessions going to the fund. One 
recent event raised £1074 for the fund as all 

artists gave their time for free 
and the food was donated.
Don’t forget that Advanced 
Drivers East Midlands are in 
the Johnstone Room every 
second Sunday from 9.00am.  
Many people consider taking 
advanced driving lessons for 
all sorts of reasons, call in 
and see what being it is all 
about.  You can also book a 
free assessment drive.
The Village Hall could be the 

perfect location for your special event. The 
main hall is available for regular or ad hoc 
hire on Fridays from 8.00 pm for just one 
hour or up to 11.45 pm. The smaller Johnson 
Room can provide a lovely alternative 
function room and currently has more 
availability for hire. 

 For further information on the Village Hall 
schedule contact details 
for the activity organisers, 
how to make a room 
booking for a private event 
or to offer an activity, 
please contact Derek 
Fielding on 01782 303093

WHATS ON WITH WENDY AND DEREK

      Quiz Answers

Q1 -  1+2+3+4+5+6+7 =28
         (8x9) = 72
         72+28 =100

Q2 - They were playing   
        different people.

Q3 - FRANK Bruno
        FRANK Skinner
        FRANKS IN ATRA         
        FRANK SINATRA

A SPECIAL WERRINGTON FACILITY NEEDS MORE HELP
 Whilst youth clubs continue to close over the Moorlands the Werrington Friday Club thrives 
and next year it will be celebrating its tenth year. As the club is continuing to expand it could 
do with a little more help and so if you would like to join in the fun give David a call on 01782 
302019 or David@dsainaging.co.uk
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With the onset of war, the 
government decreed that it 
would be necessary to issue 
National Identity Cards. To 
achieve this, details of over 
40 million people resident 
in the country on the 29 
September 1939 were 
collected and compiled into 
a register. This register was 
later to be used as the basis 
for rationing and to administer 
conscription, the direction of 
labour, and to monitor and 
control the movement of 
people caused by 
military mobilisation 
and mass 
evacuation. It was 
also to become 
the basis for the 
NHS after the war.
The register was 
made public in 
2015 and, as an 
enthusiastic family 
historian, I was 
keen to discover 
some interesting 
information about 
members of my own family. 
More recently I thought how 
interesting it would be to 
discover who was living in our 
house in Ash Grove at the 
outbreak of war.  The land on 
which Ash Grove stands was 
once the paddock belonging 
to Ash Hall. Following the 
death of William Mellor 
Meigh II in 1922, the estate 
was broken up. Many of the 
tenants purchased the farms 
where they lived, but the Hall 
and surrounding land were 
sold to builder James Grant, 

who built many of the houses 
on Ash Bank. Ash Grove itself 
came into being in the late 
1920’s early 1930’s.
The Hall family lived in 
our house. William was a 
salesman for a local pottery 
manufacturer and travelled 
all over the world with his 
job. He and his wife Vera 
had three daughters, one of 
whom was named Jennifer, 
the same as our eldest 
daughter!  Ten years later the 
house was sold to the Twigg 

family, who already lived in 
the street. Mr Twigg was a 
music teacher in Bucknall 
school and taught piano 
lessons. When we moved 
into the house in the 1980’s 
I was also a music teacher 
at a school in Bucknall and 
taught piano lessons. It’s 
a strange world. This idea 
has since developed into 
an exploration, not only of 
the occupants of my own 
house, but of other houses 
in the street as well.  Some 
neighbours have already 

been very helpful in sharing 
information that they 
have about the previous 
occupants, but I would love 
to learn more. Ash Bank 
resident Maureen Baxter has 
been an immense help to me 
in this task with her personal 
knowledge of the residents 
from that period and has 
shared many photographs 
with me.  Maureen has been 
able to name quite a few Ash 
Bank residents on this photo. 
A similar photo appeared 

in the Sentinel in 
1941. The caption 
suggests that this 
group of ladies was 
known as the Ash 
House Red Cross 
and Werrington 
Hospital Supply 
Depot. Their leader 
was Mrs Robson, 
who lived at Ash 
House (now the Ash 
Bank Stonehouse). 
I wonder if anyone 
else has old 

photographs or memories 
connected with Ash Grove or 
the families that have lived 
there over the years. Would 
Ash Grove residents, who 
have the deeds to their house 
be willing to share information 
with me about previous 
owners?

If you feel you could help with 
this project I would love to 
hear from you.
Steve Williams – 
mrstevewilliams@hotmail.
com

ASH GROVE and the 1939 REGISTER

FAITH IN HUMAN NATURE
As many will know for the first time in since it was built our lovely Jubilee Garden has been 
vandalised with one of the seats being damaged. All right minded folk think this is disgusting 
none more so than Adam Smith who runs Bargain Booze. He became our Good Samaritan 
by removing the seat, rebuilding it, giving it a lovely fresh coat of wood preserver and putting 
it back in pride of place. Adam the village is proud of you - you offered, did it and covered the 
cost. Sometimes we only hear bad news . . . but ain't the good news just great. Adam you are 
a star!!!!!!

Local library volunteer 
Carolyn Hollinshead, who 
organises many activities 
in the library, recently held 
an afternoon tea at her
house in aid of Breast 
Cancer Care and raised 
an amazing £741:00 for 
this fantastic charity. A 
massive well done to 
Carolyn and thoes who 
took part. 

Sometimes you can add to the memory of a 
photograph by asking questions and chatting to folks. 
Here is a case in point. My good lady wife Jean is 
seen relaxing in an old tramcar in Wenceslas Square 
in Prague and I took a snap. I then got talking to the 
guy who served us only to find that the completely 
renovated car had a special history as Car 2077 was 
used as a barricade at Zizkov during the May 1945 
uprising and he showed us an album with original 
pictures, one of which is reproduced here. Unusual 
story which has added to our memories. Nothing 
cleaver, just simple shots.     Enjoy - David

WELL DONE CAROLYN HISTORY SNAPPIN’
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Organised by the 
Werrington Young Persons Support Group. 

01782 302019


