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From the Editor...

Over the past few months
so much has happened in
Werrington, of which we
should all be proud, and
they all have one thing in
common – they are all run
by volunteers! Read on and
see what I mean.

WASPS – This football initiative has
really taken off and provides community
coaching, mini-kickers coaching, operates
to Charter Standard and has been accepted
as a member of the Sir Stanley Mathews
Foundation. This group really is alive and
kicking at the Werrington Sports Ground.
Thanks go to Howard Rylands who has
achieved his ambition to put our village on the
UK sports map. See the special feature in this
issue and join in. Congratulations!
VILLAGE HALL – Following a yearlong
campaign Derek and Pauline Fielding (Mr
& Mrs Village Hall) have now raised all the
funding needed - £26,000 - to re-surface the

car park which will be undertaken during the
summer school holidays. The Honesty Box
drive will still continue to keep the park in
tip top condition. This is great news for our
village, I dread to think of the gridlock we
would have without this precious amenity.
Congratulations!
LIBRARY & WELLBEING CENTRE – All the
funding is now in place to build the Log Cabin
Garden Therapy Village at the back of the
library to provide a whole new range of health
and wellbeing activities. Well done to Wendy
Sandbrook, Betty Johnston, Jean Fryer and
Joy Brassington for securing a £100,000 plus
investment to provide yet another UK first
for the centre. It’s all part of the Werrington
Health Service – WHS – campaign.
Congratulations!
You see . . . there is a lot of good news .
. . and a lot of things you could take part
in! Contact David on 01782 302019 or
david@dsaimaging.co.uk and I will pass the
messages on.

STOP PRESS: Love Werrington - Hate ASB
The year 10 Citizenship Class at Moorside have raised money with the aim of reducing
Anti-Social Behaviour in Werrington and they did it in a most unusual way with the help
of teacher Maxine Lewis. They took orders for and delivered scones to staff for 50p each
and scones with cream and jam for £1. In total they raised £40 which they have kindly
donated to the Werrington Young Persons Support Group. Vice Chair Jean Fryer said
that she had been very impressed when working with the various Moorside groups doing
the Citizen Course and all had great ideas and worked well with enthusiasm. She said
that it was a pleasure to be involved.
Editor & Advertising: David Shaw: david@dsaimaging.co.uk
Administration: Jocelyn Morrison: 01782 303192 or jocelynmor@btinternet.com
Group Co-ordinator: Barbara Hughes: 07725 760868 or hughes321@ntlworld.com
Design and Print: by Kiln-Creative: 01782 683030 or www.kiln-creative.org.uk

Next issue of Village Life is Autumn 2019, submission deadline
6th July for delivery Early September 2019
Please email articles to: david@dsaimaging.co.uk
Jiffy Bear is hiding somewhere in Village Life. Can you find him? >>>>>>>

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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LOG CABINS ARE GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH
One of the most ambitious wellbeing initiatives will soon be on your doorstep and it won’t
have cost residents a penny thanks to the Werrington Community Volunteers Group.
By the time you come to read this all the protocols should be in place to start making the
preparations to build the first Log Cabin Garden Therapy Project linked to a Community
Library in the UK and, according to our experts, the first of its kind in the whole of Europe!
Congratulations to all our wonderful volunteers who have made this possible.
Our thanks go to Staffordshire Moorlands District Council (SMDC) which has worked closely
with the Werrington Community Volunteers Group who saved the library from closure. SMDC
has been a wonderful partner to work with and has shown great commitment to the Werrington Volunteers vision to build on the proven concept of providing local wellbeing services on
an intergenerational basis.
To secure its future SMDC totally underwrote the full £100,000 whilst the Volunteer Group
completed a lottery bid for part funding which is now underway. Secure in the knowledge that
this unique project is on track Wellbeing Co-ordinater Wendy Sandbrook is now developing
arrangements to bring in specialist providers to deliver care and wellbeing packages covering
Mental Health, Carers, Disabled and dual aim of tackling Loneliness.
Wendy commented that this remarkable initiative had been made possible due to the commitment of the volunteers; the wonderful support the venture has received from the Village Surgery and, the partnership with SMDC who has secured the funding and assisted with advice
and help all down the line. As she said – “This truly is a remarkable community achievement
which will potentially benefit residents of all ages”

WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL – FIFTY PLUS TABLE TENNIS
If you fancy meeting new people and
having some exercise, how about
joining the Werrington Fifty Plus Table
Tennis Club. It’s for anyone over the
age of fifty even up to ninety plus. We
are a really friendly crowd and looking
for more people to join us, especially
during the summer, when our numbers
drop due to holidays and other summer
activities. It doesn’t matter how good
you are you could be a real novice.
Just come along and have a bit of fun
and a natter at half time when tea and
biscuits are served.
There’s an annual subscription, up to
£5, depending when you join and just
£1 every time you attend. The annual
subscription is for the Werrington 50

plus club membership and enables
access to all its other activities. We
play on a Monday and Wednesday
afternoon from 2.00pm – 4.00pm and
all equipment is available. So, get your
trainers on and come along, all new
faces are welcome. We look forward to
seeing you.

Calling all 9-15 year olds!!!

Come along and bring your mates to your very own Friday Youth Club
Fun, Games, Crafts, Table Tennis, Movie Nights, Video Games, Snooker
& Pool, Challenges, Parties, Tournaments and other events each week.
Tuck Shop too!
There are also special occasional trips to eg. Flip-Out, Bowling, GoKarting and Awesome Walls.
No need to book –
Just come along and join in the fun
Every Friday from 7 to 9pm at the Werrington Methodist Church during
term time for 9 to 15 year olds.
£2 per night.
The Club is open to all children who live in or go to school in Werrington
We need more volunteers. Pop down and see what we do

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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News from the pews
St Philip’s
and
St John’s
Summer is a time of year
when things slow down a
little for many people. It’s a
time for holidays, rest, and
relaxation. In the church’s
calendar this is known as
‘ordinary time’ – a time
when nothing out of the
ordinary happens! We’ve just
celebrated Pentecost – often
called the birthday of the
church, when the Holy Spirit
came to the first believers.
The next celebrations come
at Harvest – but until then,
we keep calm and carry on.
Our usual Sunday services
are 8:45 am, 10:15 am, 6pm
at St Philip’s; 10:45 am and
8:00 am or 6:30 pm at St
John’s – but do check our
website at wwrchurches.com
We also have Messy
Church, where children
(accompanied by an adult)
can enjoy crafts, food,
singing and a story. 4pm
on Sunday 24th June at St
Philip’s.
This year we are having a
special Field Day – Sunday
11th August at 4pm. If you
are missing Messy Church
then bring a picnic along
and enjoy Children’s Games
and Live Music; behind
the church (or inside if the
weather isn’t good!)
Crossroads café continues
to offer teacakes, oatcakes,
and … cakes, and has
new and improved coffee!
Everyone is welcome on
Mondays from 10 am – 12,

June and July.
The Scarecrow Festival
will be on Saturday 14th
September this year – call
into St Philip’s for a cuppa
and cake and collect
your maps from 12-4 pm
(presentation 1pm.)
God bless,
Revd. Michael Follin

Werrington
Methodist
Church
It never fails to surprise me
when people, of all ages,
ask me what we do when
we go to church. I suppose
I shouldn’t wonder why they
don’t know because when
we look at the congregation
in our church and in St.
Philip’s, they represent a
very small percentage of the
population of Werrington.
Both churches, indeed
all active churches, do
their best to encourage
people into their buildings.
Obviously, the ideal is get
them into the regular Sunday
Service of Worship where,
through prayers and the
singing of hymns, we give
thanks to God. However, we
recognise that, initially, that
may be a step too far and
that is why we organise other
things – to tempt people in
so they have the opportunity
to have a look round and to
meet us. We hope that our
efforts are not in vain and
that some of our “visitors” will
become “part of our Church
Family.”

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Planned (so far) for the rest
of this year we have:Our annual “Werrington
Open Gardens” on Saturday
13th July when local people
open their gardens, and a
cream tea at our church is
included in the £5 priceA
Strawberry Tea on 3rd
August
A dramatisation of Mark’s
Gospel on 15th, 16th and
17th August. A visit by
Biddulph Male Voice Choir
on 14th September An “Old
Time Music Hall” on 9th
November A “Festival of
Christmas Trees” from 28th
November to 1st December
A Christmas Craft Day 7th
December.
All these are in addition to
our regular:Sunday Service – every
Sunday at 10.40am
Knit and Natter group –
every Monday 2pm
Ladies Group – third
Monday in the month 7.45pm
Coffee Morning – third
Tuesday in the month
10.30am – 12 noon
“Ash Cafe” - every Thursday
10am – 1pm
Girls Brigade – every
Thursday in term time
6.30pm - 8pm
Gentle Yoga and Wellbeing
– every Friday 2pm
Men’s Breakfast – second
Saturday in the month at
9.15am
Whenever and for whatever
reason you decide to visit
our church I can assure you
of a very warm welcome.
John Smith

Werrington Parish Sports Ground
Malthouse Feilds, Leek Road ST9 0DG. Just before Moorville hall

S.A.M Hedge & Tree Services

ADVERTISING PAYS
IN VILLAGE LIFE
“The best Advertising
money I have ever spent”
- Suzanne’s helping hands

• All hedge, conifer and tree work undertaken
• Dead & fallen trees cleared
• Fully insured
• Mowing & strimming
For free quotes and advice contact Lee on

Tel: 01782 250517
Mobile: 07814 406604

Call David on 01782 302019
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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WERRINGTON PRIMARY CHILDREN DIG FOR SENSORY GARDEN
One of the big successes for the Werrington
Volunteers at the Library & Wellbeing Centre
has been the Sensory Garden which has bought
a calming park-like seating environment to the
village.

Werrington Villge Hall presents

THE MEL BAINES TRIO
Back by popular demand!

Funded by ASDA with the help of the Young
Offenders Institute the garden has now become
well established with compost ready for the first
sensory planting which was undertaken by pupils
from Year 3 at Werrington Primary School under
the watchful eye of Kay Bolton Year 5 Teacher &
Forest School Lead.
Not only did the children plant the sensory
flowers but they also had to swot up to learn the
different qualities of the plants and then select
a suitable collection so the activity became
an important learning exercise as part of the
schools forestry initiative. An added bonus was a
geological lesson as they were taught about the
age of the stones and rocks they found.

There’s no business like SHOW BUSINESS!
Most horticultural societies have an annual
flower show. This event allows member
of that particular society to grow plants to
excellence and put their exhibits against
others to be judged by accredited experts
and for the public to view. My own society,
named some 16 years ago by its founders
is the Cellarhead & District Horticultural
Society has an open flower show on the last
Saturday in August every year.

show an auction of donated produce gives all
who stay the chance to bid for, (and usually
obtain) flowers and vegetables at very keen
prices.

The advantages to those who visit the show
are considerable: Firstly entry to the public is
FREE! The spectacle of flowers, pot plants,
vegetables, Dahlias, Chrysanthemums,
floral art, and domestic art (that’s cake to
you and me) all produced to excellence,
is considerable. A sponsored raffle is an
attraction all on its own. At the end of the

Joe Smith.

For those with the need for plant growing
advice this is freely given by experts within
the society. So come along to WETLEY
ROCKS VILLAGE HALL ON AUGUST 24th
at 1.00pm and ENJOY YOUR SELF!

Saturday 16th November 2019 at 7.00pm
Mel Baines – vocals
Self contained solo vocalist, vocalist with “Terry James Quintet”, “Mel and Him Duo”

John Dougherty – sax, uke, banjo, vocals
saxophonist with “Front Page News”, “Nightjars” “Hassell Street Jive Candy”

John Woodward – piano, vocals
pianist at the Cross roads Cafe, Werrington, keyboard player with “Sax & Keys”
and “Riff Raff Rock Band”

Unique versions of the music of
various artists including
Fleetwood Mac, Adele, Hot Sardines, The Beatles, Imelda May, Everly Brothers, Van
Morrison, Showaddywaddy, Bill Haley, Doris Dayand even George Formby!
. . . plus a selection of “swing” standards

Tickets £7.50

Includes Pie ‘n Pea Supper
From Werrington Library or Pauline Fielding 01782 303093

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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“All Our Yesterdays”

at Werrington Surgery - General Practice as it used to
be in the in the 1980’s.
When I first joined the local practice in 1985
patients were seen at our small branch
surgery at Werrington Village Hall but would
sometimes be expected to travel to Birch
Terrace in Hanley which was the site of
the main surgery premises. Dr Colwell was
the senior partner with Mrs Maisie Machin
employed as the senior receptionist at
Werrington. Prior to this patients had been
seen at a house known as “Windytops”
which had been the home of Drs Eppel and
Hardman
in the late
1950’s/ early
1960’s, before
changing
address to
“the front
room of 483
Ash Bank Road” which was the home of
George and Maisie Machin. Maisie was also
one of the ladies who would sometimes
be called into the consulting room as the
doctor’s assistant “to hold the torch” – no
explanation needed!
The practice pecking order determined that
the 3 senior partners (Drs Colwell, Mitra
and Gupta) would take turns to hold their
surgeries “indoors” in the Johnstone room
at the rear of the Village Hall whilst I was
consigned to the Portakabin which had
previously been placed at the upper end of
the Village Hall car park.
Even though
the CQC had
not yet been
invented
the surgery
facilities were
of such poor
standard
that the Werrington end of the practice
had been under threat of closure by the
local Family Practitioner Committee. I can

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

remember making a request for the provision
of running water and a wash hand basin
in the Portakabin and that one of my first
purchases was a second hand steriliser
which I obtained from a recently closed
geriatric hospital at Weaverham in Cheshire.
My next contribution to the surgery premises
was to purchase a patient call system which
consisted of a buzzer and intercom which
I wired up myself by running the wiring
between the Village Hall and Portakabin!
We subsequently went on to open the new
surgery in 1988, but not before the local
politicians had had the opportunity to try to
score points off each other, since the need
for a new surgery had been the subject of
heated local debate for at least 10 years
before I joined the practice. However from
my own point of view the opening of the new
surgery was a big personal achievement
which did allow the practice to move forward
in up to date newly built medical facilities.
Looking back
to 1985 the
practice staff at
Werrington had
consisted of
four doctors and
a small number
of receptionists
who could only offer a limited range of simple
medical services. All clinical tasks such as
ear syringing, smear tests and immunisations
were performed by the doctors themselves.
Less than 5 years later we had started to
develop the extended team of clinical and
non-clinical staff who can now be seen at the
surgery without whom the doctors would not
be able to provide the full range of services
which the patients now take for granted.
The three photographs show:
1.A smiling Maisie in the Village Hall waiting
room.

2.A young Doctor Bennett in the Portakabin
with a pile of repeat prescriptions waiting to
be signed.
3.A photograph of the medical records filing
cabinets which were always bursting at the
seams and from memory couldn’t be closed
or locked (photo courtesy of Barbara Mellor
who was also one of our longstanding and
well liked receptionists).
Dr Bennett is hoping to give a talk later
in the year about the history of his old
practice which he has traced back as far
as the 1870’s. The very first doctor was
an Alderman of “The Ancient Corporation
of Hanley” and Dr Bennett thinks that his
talk will be of interest to some of his old
“Hanley patients” as well as the residents of
Werrington and its immediate surrounding
areas. So please watch this space.

Dr A G Bennett

ASH BANK
Established 24 years
Freshly prepared food with a
guarantee of high quality, voted
in the Top 3 Take-Away shops in
Staffordshire.
Extensive menu and friendly
atmosphere with Steve, Helen
and Staff who thank you for
your support.

Orders taken for collection on

01782 302365

23rd January 2019

WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL ONE OF TOP
MOORLANDS VENUES
In a recent ad hoc survey of users
Werrington Village Hall came out as
being one of the top venues in the
Staffordshire Moorlands for location,
ease of parking, newly refurbished
kitchen and disabled facilities. The hall
also benefitted from new chairs and
curtains looks great after decoration
programme.
It is also unique in the UK as being part
of the wellbeing campaign launched
by the Werrington Community Library
& Wellbeing Centre, opposite, where
the two work together to provide a full
service, the Village Hall covering indoor
sports, recreational lifestyle activities
and larger functions.

Also it came out well for value as it can
be booked for as little as £9.70 per hour.
For more information contact Derek
Fielding on 01782 303093 or
derek.fieldingat2@gmail.com

Werrington Village Hall is ideal for dancing or
entertainment shows

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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Local News
Rambling Club

The Hanliensian Rambling
Club was founded in 1929.
The activities are more than
rambling. Meals out, theatre
visits, YHA weekends,
BBQ’s, holidays in Britain
and abroad. In recent
months walks have been
organised in Cheshire,
Staffordshire, Derbyshire,
Shropshire, Yorkshire, Wales
including a four day hotel
holiday. The 2018 summer
holiday aboard was taken in
Austrian Alps, one week in
Seefeld and another week in
Neustift, where we managed
to ascend to 11000 feet.
The comprehensive
programme includes 180
walks per year and these
are split into 7 grades to
accommodate all abilities.
Visit the excellent
website which provides
comprehensive information
about the club, including the
following three months’ walk
programmes.
Email address:
hanliensian@hotmail.com

PANCAKE RACE
RIDES AGAIN

Keeping up with tradition
the Werrington Pancake
Race once again took place
along Washerwall Lane.
Thanks to Kirsty Williams
from Werrington PreSchool and Head Teacher
Phil Maclaughlan from
the Primary School, both
pictured with their pupils.
For next year Jean McNicol
and Barbara Hughes are
planning an even bigger
event - if you want to join
in give them an e-mail jeanmcnicol1@hotmail.com
- hughes321@ntlworld.com

Werrington PreSchool & Out of
School Club
Werrington pre-school
offers care and education
to children aged two to four
years from within werrington
village hall. We have a
varied routine full of fun and

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

education whilst learning
through play.
We offer funding for eligible
two year olds and for all
three and four year olds. We
have friendly, qualified staff
that offer high quality care for
children. The out of school
club is based in Werrington
Primary School and offers
before and after school care
as well as holiday care. If
you would like any further
information or to arrange
a visit please call 07929
904175.

MOTHERS DAY
CRAFTY FUN

Yet another fun-filled
morning was enjoyed by
children painting a Cake
Stand for Mothers Day.
Held during school holidays
these special events sell out
quickly so book early.
The next one is May halfterm. You can book and pay
in advance in the library.
To keep up-to-date with
everything just find
“Werrington Community
Library & Wellbeing Centre”
on Facebook.

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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WERRINGTON TO HOST TENTH
ANNUAL FREE-ENTRY FUNDAY

Biggest fun-packed day planned for
Werrington Charity Community Show
The Werrington Young Persons Support
Group will be holding their tenth annual
Funday on Saturday 6th July 2019 at the
Meigh Road Playing Fields and all are
welcome to come to this special day for all
the family. There are scheduled to be more
stalls, games, side shows and activities
than ever and there will be continuous live
entertainment throughout the day which runs
from noon to 4pm.
This year there will be more attractions than
ever including a Dog Show, Penalty ShootOut, special children’s play area and you
can take part in a “Future of Werrington”
campaign. You will also be able to have a
go in the Wet-Sponge-Stocks! The group
will also be raising funds for Scotties Little
Solders, who care for the children of the
fallen which they support every year.
Attractions scheduled to appear include a
line-up which features Bouncy Castle – Pirate Ship – High Slide
- Girls Brigade - Jewellery - Royal British
Legion and RBL Bikers - Police - Beauty
products – Crafts – Trinkets – Healthy Eating
– Slimming Advice – Ice Cream – Toy Stall –
Ukulele Band - Garden Plants - Classic Car
Display - Fire & Rescue - King Size Raffle
– Splat-the-Rat – Disco - Crafts - BBQ - New
Community Library Display – Knit & Natter
- 50+ Display - Scarecrow Stall - Wildlife
Trust - Model Displays - Face Painting Homemade Cakes - Refreshments - Primary
School Choir - Local Stores - Punch & Judy Balloon Modelling - Ziva Dance . . and more!
For more information contact David on
01782 302019 or david@dsaimaging.co.uk

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Free Entry for all the Family!

Many new attractions including a Dog Show, Penalty
Shoot-out, Fun and Games challanges, plus Childrens
Play Area and you can take part in our special
"The future of Werrington" promotion.
Our famous BBQ plus drinks and Refreshments
Jewellery • Royal British Legion Bikers • Trinkets • Splat the Rat
Special Children's Games • Beauty products • Classic Cars • Crafts • Scarecrow
Wildlife Trust • Splat the Rat Scouts • Face Painting • Healthy Eating • 50+ Group
Cakes • Ice Cream • Girls Brigade • Werrington Chapel • Girl Guides • Disco
Fire & Rescue • Special Model Display • Punch & Judy • All Day Entertainment
Balloon Modelling • Fun and Games • Raffle • Knit & Natter • Ziva Dancing
Werrington Ukulele Band • Library Display – and more

Saturday 6th July 2019 - 12:00 to 4:00pm
Meigh Road Playing Fields
Proudly Sponsored by Werrington’s Young Persons Support Group
01782 302019
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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Werrington

Scarecrow Weekend
14th & 15th September

Our thanks to Margaret Moxom for compiling a crossword using local names. Go on - have a go.
First correct entry correct entry pulled out of the collection box in the library at end of June will win
a super bottle of wine kindly donated by Danielle at Bargain Booze. Last times winner was Colin
Elks - Congratulations. There is a bottle of wine waiting for you in the Library

DOWN
1
3
5
6
7
8
9
11
14
15
18
20
21
22
24
25
29
31

Crescent -Heir to Elizabeth I (5)
The ---- Rugby ball shape (4)
Capes------- Close (6)
Summit of the Bank (3)
Toll (3)
DIY shop (7)
--- Park Farm (recent addition?) (3)
----- Farm (found in a chain) (5)
Radley --- (rises up) (3)
There’s uprising in this snicket (3)
Colourful earthy Drive ST2
Borough in Scotland and Road (4)
Direction on Close (6)
Now a nursing home (3,4)
Red --- (3) P.H.
Tracy Humphries ---- care services (4)
Club Sub ---- (4)
Wil---dale Farm (3)
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ACROSS
2
4
8
10
12
13
16
17
19
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
32
33
34

Stone belonging to this man (4)
We----by Drive (4)
Ash--- (3)
House Farm (iron?) (5)
----land Field Farm (4)
Between GP surgery and Chemist (7)
----- by Becky (5) (advert)
Bird Hall (4)
As seen from Windmill (4)
----erby Drive (direction) (4)
Hill on the side/coast (Fr) (4)
---earth House and bar at Moorville (3)
Christmas plant Drive (5)
Wife in this Fields Farm is bereaved
-- John C of E School (2)
Man in the valley(4,4)
Wet--- Rocks (3)
Lans----- Crescent (5)
Mrs Fryer at Library (4)

Theme:

‘Historical Humans’
Create and display your themed
scarecrow to join in the fun!
Open to families, individuals, schools,
groups and local businesses

Entry forms/rules available at
Fun Day & afterwards from
Werrington Library,
Ash Bank Fish & Chips,
Werrington News, Just For Kids
Trail Maps from Werrington Library

*Scarecrow Trail Map/*Refreshments (*Charges)

Barbara Hughes
Alison Morgan
alimorg@ntlworld.com hughes321@ntlworld.com
01782 302497
01782 766753
Werrington Scarecrow event brought to you courtesy of WCVG

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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YOUR PARISH
COUNCIL
NEEDS YOU!
Are you interested in what is happening in the area around you?
Would you like to make a difference to your community?
Could you play a part in shaping the future of your village?
If the answer is YES then have you considered becoming a
Parish Councillor?
The Parish Council currently have vacant seats and are looking for enthusiastic
and committed individuals to join them.
If you would like further information on what the role entails, eligibility criteria and how to
apply, please contact the Clerk at werringtonparish@gmail.com or use the ‘Contact Us’ page
on the Council website at werringtonparishcouncil.com

PARISH COUNCIL SMALL GRANTS SCHEME
This year the Parish Council will be operating a small grants scheme. The aim is to assist
local groups and organisations with projects benefitting the community. For further details
on eligibility and how to apply, please contact the Clerk at werringtonparish@gmail.com or
use the ‘Contact Us’ page on the Council website at werringtonparishcouncil.com.

GOLD AWARD FOR
WERRINGTON VOLUNTEER
Great news and congratulations to
Werrington Volunteer Craig Sandbrook
who has attained Gold Standard in the
Advanced Drivers test at the Village Hall.
Read his story below and maybe you
might want to have a go too. Think we
might just let him drive the van at Funday!
“Being a keen driver and a bit of a
petrolhead, I have wanted to do my
Advanced Driving Test for quite a while but
didn’t really know where or how to go about
it. With driving for nearly 40 years, I had a lot
of experience but I had also picked up bad
habits and I wanted to get more out of my
driving, Last July at the Werrington Fun day
I met Ian from the East Midlands Advanced
Drivers who had a stand at the event and
after speaking to him, I decided to have a go.
The Group meets every other Sunday
morning at the Village Hall and it is run
a group of volunteers who are ROSPAtrained advanced drivers who pass on their
knowledge and skills to you so that, when

you are ready to take your test, you will be
at gold standard. Now that I have passed my
test, I feel that I am a better, safer driver and
I get a lot more enjoyment out of my driving.
If you too enjoy driving and are interested
in improving your skills then contact Ian on
07971961553 t have a chat about joining in.
I am now training to become a tutor myself
so that I can pass on my skills to other
people. Maybe I’ll see you at the Village Hall
one Sunday morning soon!”

Craig Sandbrook proudly holding his
Gold Award

Are you struggling with your mental health
or feeling isolated?
Calling all young budding artists, let your child loose with a
paintbrush and get creative at Werrington Library.
Come and join us for fun filled mornings, with various things to
make and paint every school holiday
at the Werrington Community and welbeing centre.
If you would like to book a place please go to the library for
more info or contact Carolyn Hollinshead on 07824555212.
Nikki Milward and Carolyn Hollinshead(DBS checked) - Volunteers at Werrington library

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Are life stressors like financial worries getting you down, or do
you want help to build up your confidence to become an active
member of your community?
Rethink Mental Illness runs regular mental health surgeries that
offer friendly, non-judgemental advice. Our Social Inclusion and
Recovery Service offers a range of support for those living with
mental health needs, including access to peer support groups, one to one support, mental
health related courses, and volunteering opportunities.
We will be holding drop-in surgeries at the Werrington Library and Wellbeing Centre on the
second Monday and Friday afternoons of each month from 2.30 – 4.00pm. Please come
along and have an informal one to one chat with a member of our team in a friendly and
confidential setting. No appointment is required, just pop along.

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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WERRINGTON VOLUNTEERS NEED HELP TO DEVELOP EVEN
MORE COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES WITH COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS

Since it was
formed the
Werrington
Lottery has
raised funds for
a wide range
of community
projects and with new ideas in the pipeline
will develop even more. Today it organises
Werrington in Bloom, Free full colour
Village Life community magazine, www.
myvillagelifeonline.com community website,
Community E-News information service,
Jubilee Garden Project, Village Seating,
Neighbourhood Forums, Neighbourhood
Watch, Village Life Radio Show, Free media
promotion service for local groups, Poppy
planting around the village, Residents
Consultation Evening and concert, Christmas
Trees with community switch-on, Road
Safety & Safe Parking campaign for Primary
school, provided an Edible Garden for the
Primary school.
There is so much more including the Poppy
Man, Poppy Windmill and Poppy War
Horse projects with British Legion, which

have helped to keep Werrington on the
community map. The Lottery is organised
by the Werrington Community Volunteers
Group which also saved the library
from closure and turned it into a thriving
enterprise by increasing membership by
80% and mounting over 1,300 activities in
the Wellbeing Centre. For the remarkable
range of activities it has arranged it was
recognised with a Queens Award. The group
receives no operational grants and so raises
all its own funds from which every resident
benefits. In this the Lottery plays a vital role
and so the group is looking to enlist the help
of Community Champions who can help to
introduce new members and so increase the
monthly jackpot and provide extra income to
enhance local services.
The new Lottery organiser is Chris Lewis
who is seen in our photograph along with
Jean Fryer and resident Frank Hawley who
drew the March winning number - 154. If you
would like to join in or help out contact Chris
on 01782 303587 or lewis_christopher6@
sky.com - You have to be in it to win it.

Join “Win with Werrington” for as little as £1 per month
and you will be allocated a random number. You can
have as many numbers as you like up to 5 and so
increase your chances of winning. Numbers are
entered into a draw on the third Monday in each
month. Winners receive a cheque for 50% of the fund
For as little as £1 a month you could be in with a
chance of winning a cash prize AND you will be
supporting your local community. nd to date, the
remaining 50% goes to beneﬁt Werrington IN FULL.

For more info get a special leaﬂet from Jocelyn
Morrison on 01782 303192 or jocelynmor@btinternet.com

WERRINGTON COMMUNITY LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS:

AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER

63
13
121

NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
JANUARY

64
59
24

FEBUARY
MARCH		
APRIL		

REMEMBER YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT!
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

83
154
25

•

GOAL ACHIEVED

WE ARE GOING TO HAVE A NEW CAR PARK!

Werrington Village Hall Committee would like to thank everyone who helped to
raise the money for the Car Park refurbishment. It will be closed for two weeks
while the work is undertaken on dates to be announced on the Car Park as
soon as confirmed.
Congratulations and thanks to all who have donated to the fund. The total cost
will be around £26,000 and the Village Hall Management Committee (a registered
charity) has already committed the resurfacing work to Roy Beech Limited and it is
scheduled to be completed during the school summer holidays when the disruption
will be at a minimum. Many individuals, far too many to name, have donated £10,
£20 and even £100 towards the above fund. Some groups have made special
donations and they include the following:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Werrington Doctors’ Surgery - £250 (and more) on numerous occasions.
Werrington Parish Council - £8,000
Drovers Line Dancers (a voluntary organisation) - £1,000
Werrington 50Plus (a voluntary organisation) - £1,000
Werrington Village Hall itself about £5,000 + any shortfall (around £6,000
but shrinking).
County Councillor Ross Ward for personally paying for the Honesty Boxes
- £1,500 to date but increasing daily.
Werrington Community Library & Wellbeing Centre – Regular donations
Werrington Primary School, Washerwall Lane - £450
Werrington Pre-School - Regular donations.
Advanced Drivers East Midlands (registered Charity) - Regular donations.
St. Philips Church - £2,000
The Honesty Box campaign will continue so that the Car Park can be annually
maintained to avoid big bills in the future.

Well done everyone!
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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ASH GROVE WORLD WAR TWO HERO
In a previous article I wrote about my project
researching the history of Ash Grove. Thank
you to all those who have shown interest and
for sharing so much information with me.

The first house in Ash Grove, formerly known
as “Waverly”, has had some very interesting
occupants in its 90-year history. The first,
in 1929, were Russell and Margaret Jones,
their daughter Betty and son Harold. Russell
was a Chief Inspector of Meat and Provisions
for the City of Stoke on Trent and was well
known in the Masons. Although born and
raised in mid Wales, Russell had gained
his experience as a butcher in the valleys
of South Wales, Margaret’s home. Harold
studied at Lampeter College, and eventually
became Vicar of St Mark’s in Birkenhead.
Russell and Margaret were both active in the
local community and at St Phillip’s Church.
Russell was one of the founder members of
Werrington Village Hall. At one time Betty
worked at Ash Hall Hotel, which, during the
war years was used by the Cassell Hospital,
originally located in Kent.
In April 1942, at St Peter’s Church in
Caverswall, Harold officiated at Betty’s
marriage to Don Edwards, who lived at 350
Ash Bank Road, near St Philips Church. Don
had been a choirboy and altar boy at the
church. He was an Engineer’s Draughtsman
at Billington and Newton, a company based
in Longport with head offices in Hanley.
Don joined the Civil Air Guard, probably
at Meir Aerodrome. By the time he was
18 he was a pilot with the RAF Volunteer
Reserve. He used to fly his Spitfire low over
Werrington, much to the excitement of the

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

local children! At just 22 he was promoted
to Squadron Leader, one of the youngest
ever appointed to that rank. He distinguished
himself as a Spitfire pilot in the Battle
of Britain. In 1944 Betty and Don had a
daughter called Stroma.
Mother and daughter lived with Russell and
Margaret in Ash Grove whilst Don was on
active service. Later in the war Don was
posted to Burma, where he took charge of
45 Squadron. There was an incident when
one of his squadron’s bombers burst a tyre
on take-off. This was seen from the ground
but the pilot was unaware of the danger.
Don chalked “BURST TYRE” on the side
of a spare plane and flew alongside the
damaged plane until the pilot saw him. The
pilot successfully made a crash landing and
no one was injured. Sadly, in that same year
Don was killed in a tragic accident. Whilst
flying a Mosquito, the wings simply “fell
off” his plane as he was returning to base.
Following an investigation, it was concluded
that the glue used in the construction of the
plane was not suited to the humidity of the
area in which they were flying.

Tracy Humphries - Podiatrist / Chiropodist
Treatments include:
•
•
•
•
•

General nail maintenance.
Diabetic footcare.
Corns and hard skin removal.
Ingrowing toe nails and cracked
heels.
Assessment and diagnosis of
foot complaints.

Prices from

£20

Call: 07707074999
Friendly | Reliable | Professional

SUZANNE’S
HELPING HANDS
Don’t struggle on your own,
I can help you with:

Don was awarded the Air Force Cross
posthumously in 1945. Betty received the
award on his behalf from King George VI
at Buckingham Palace. As a former pupil of
Moorland Road School, his name appears on
the Roll of Honour at the site, which is now
Haywood Academy.
If you have information that you about past
residents of Ash Grove, that you are willing to
share, I would be pleased to hear from you.
Steve Williams –
mrstevewilliams@hotmail.com
07903 746410

• General house work
• Laundry / Ironing
• Bed changing
• Shopping

K2 Plumbing & Heating

FEMALE PLUMBING & GAS ENGINEER
K2 plumbing & heating, specialising in
boiler and central heating installations.
Baxi approved installer.

Or anything else you need help with.
We can do the jobs together OR I can
do them for you.

All plumbing and gas work undertaken, no
matter how big or small.

Tel: 07870 728522

Tel. 07584 093788

CRB Checked and fully insured.

Reliable, quality, friendly service.

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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WHATS ON WITH WENDY AND DEREK

afternoons. The Village Hall
Committee is fundraising for
the Car Park Refurbishment
Fund from; concerts, Saturday
evening dances and Bingo. All
profit made goes towards the
fund for the essential car park
refurbishment and on-going
maintenance.

inexpensive items for sale to suit all
tastes. As always, thank you to all
those who have kindly donated such
a varied range of items for sale in
the Community Shop. Donations are
always greatly received.

The Library and Wellbeing Centre is still
well attended and offers the following
varied programme of activities:
Library Services,
Computer access, Baby
Bounce & Rhyme,
Werrington Breast Babies,
Staffordshire Police
drop-in, Knit & Natter, the
Creative Writing Group,
the Ukulele Group Foot
Health Care and, mental health support/
advice and, District Councillor surgeries.
You can also buy a competitively priced
cuppa (with a biscuit) as well as browse
newspapers and magazines.
Creative children’s craft activities are offered
during school holidays and the Community
Shop continues to offer a huge variety of

PAUL SUNDERLAND
High Class Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior
Paper Hanging Specialist
Quality Guaranteed
Prompt Attention
O.A.P. Rates 25 years’ experience
For a FREE ESTIMATE
call 01782 766884 or 07779 393896
E-mail - paulthepainter@ntlworld.com
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Look out for special activities and
events in this magazine but also via
the Library notice board, e-news and
posters around the Village. You can
also call the Library on 01782 302706,
pop into the Library or Village Surgery for
a monthly “What’s On” leaflet or, visit our
website - werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk .
If you would like to offer an activity or put on
a session please contact Wendy Sandbrook
on 01782 302493.

WERRINGTON PATIENTS
PARTICIPATION GROUP
Following the various future developments
at the Wellbeing Centre, covered elsewhere
in this issue, and the results of the Patients
Consultation the next meeting will focus on
the new and extended services which will
be provided for residents. Your views are
important. Please make a date and help us
design a healthier future.
THURSDAY 4TH JULY IN THE VILLAGE
SURGERY STARTING AT 1.30

Nails by Becky
Fabulous nails in the
comfort of your own home.
I cater for all ages and occasions.

Mobile: 07530 447400

The Village Hall also
has a busy diary with
on-going regular
meetings including,
the Women’s Institute,
Endon Players Dramatic
Society, Weightwatchers,
Werrington Parish
Council, Werrington Village Hall Committee
and the Werrington Young Persons’ Support
Group as well as a range of activities for all
levels of abilities i.e. Yoga and Pregnancy
Yoga, Jujitsu, Ballet & Tap, Kick Boxing
and, Judo. There is now a Pilates class on
Tuesday morning from 10.30 and a Kettlecise
class on Tuesday evening from 6.00pm.,
postnatal Yoga classes on Fridays between
10.00 – 11.00, Drovers Line Dancing twice
monthly on Saturday evenings, a small and
friendly Line Dancing group on Thursday
afternoons and, Bingo on the last Saturday
of the month. Finally, Advanced Drivers
East Midlands meet every second Sunday
morning from 9.00am in the Johnstone
Room. Phew!

The Village Hall could be
the perfect location for your
special event. The main hall is
available for regular or ad hoc
hire on; Saturday afternoons or evenings
up to 11.45pm, Sundays from 11.00 am
up to 11.45pm and, Fridays from 8.00 pm
for just one hour or up to 11.45 pm. The
smaller Johnstone Room can provide a
lovely alternative function room and currently
has more availability for hire. For further
information on; the Village Hall schedule,
contact details for the activity organisers,
how to make a room booking for a private
event or to offer an activity, please contact
Derek Fielding on 01782 303093

Laura’s mobile cuts n curls

Laura Smith
Level 3 qualified
Fully insured
Mobile hairdresser
07846606344

In addition to all of that, there is also a
wide range of 50+ activities - Table Tennis,
Sequence Dancing and, Art classes.
During the school terms, Pre-School,
which caters for 2-4 year olds, is available
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday mornings
and Thursday and Friday mornings and

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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A Werrington favourite
returns with another
trip down memory
lane….
Ever popular, Kath Reynolds comes
back to Werrington to give us another
“Blast from the Past”. On Monday 22nd
July she will be reminding us of our
favourite childhood sweets when she
takes us on a jaunt down to the sweetie
shop with “Sweet Memories”, This is
an amusing, interactive reminiscence
recalling some of our favourite sugary
treats with her PowerPoint presentation
and talk supported by real examples of
the sticky stuff.
This fun will be held in the Wellbeing
Centre starting at 2.00 pm and finishing
at approximately 3.00 – depending on
how much fun we are all having! Due
to the popularity of these sessions,
booking is advised. Call the Library
on 01782 302706 or pop in to register.
The admission fee is just £2.00 which
includes a cup of tea or coffee and
biscuit. There may even be a tasty
sample to jog your memory……..

Wetley Rocks WI
Have you thought you would like to
join a Group. Why not try Werrington
Women’s Institute for fun, friendly
company and making friends. We
meet at Werrington Village Hall (behind
St. Peters Church) at 7.30 on the
first Monday of the month. We have
interesting speakers to entertain us - a
raffle - competitions and tea or coffee
and cake afterwards. We also have
outings for example afternoon tea.
Come and give us a try - bring a friend
or come on your own you will be very
welcome. For more information or if you
have any questions please ring either
01782 303575 or 01782 315411. Come
on Ladies especially if you live on your
own or not come and join us or at least
give us try. Look forward to meeting you

Come along and have a great
afternoon out at Werrington Village
Hall. From 2 to 4pm on the last
Saturday in the month. Prizes,
refreshments and good company.
Just come along and enjoy yourself.
Plenty of car parking too. Please
note that there are no sessions in
January, August and December
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

The Willow Veterinary Clinic
State of the art diagnostic facilities including colour
doppler ultrasound, endoscopy and bronchoscopy,
in-house blood analysis.

J. GILMAN & SON
QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN
ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN
Rewires
Outdoor Lighting/sockets
Mains Changes
Sockets
Lighting
Showers
CCTV
Alarm systems

Years of surgical experience
with modern fully equipped surgical suites.
Special interest in treating eye cases - the practices
are equipped with a vast array of ophthalmic equipment.

24 hour on-site EMERGENCY service
provision for our registered clients.
C.D.Curry BVSc GPCert
(Ophthal) MRCVS
V.Poole MA VetMB GPCert
(EM&S) MRCVS

Feel free to call the practice for more information
or to arrange a visit to tour our facilities.

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SALES AND REPAIRS
DAVID RILEY
21WHITMORE AVENUE
WERRINGTON

MOB:- 07976 785233

ASHBANK GARAGE LTD

Supporting car owners since 1969
Repairs, MOT and Servicing to any make of vehicle
www.ashbankgarage.co.uk • 01782 303926
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
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Werrington Wasps
Football Club
I would like to introduce
myself, I am Howard
Rylands and I am the
Chairman of Werrington
Wasps Football Club
based at Werrington
Sports Ground.
Werrington Wasps Football
Team was established in
2018 and offers grassroots
football for children within the Werrington
and surrounding areas with a great family
atmosphere. We currently have six teams
that compete in local leagues and we also
offer Community Football Sessions on
a Saturday morning for children 4 years
onwards. These are fun filled Football
Coaching sessions designed to help children
to learn and develop basic football skills,
grow as an individuals and make new
friends. We pride ourselves on working with
our local community and over the last 12
months we have achieved so much and we
would love to share our amazing news with
you!
FA Chartered Standard
We have achieved The FA Charter Standard.
This is a programme that is supported by
McDonald’s and is The FA’s accreditation
scheme for grassroots clubs and leagues.
Its goal is to raise standards in grassroots
football, support the development of clubs
and leagues, recognising and rewarding
them. This has opened up many more
funding opportunities for our club.
Sir Stanley Matthews Foundation
We are very excited that following our
successful partnership with the Sir Stanley
Matthews Coaching Foundation. The Sir
Stanley Matthews Coaching Foundation is a
charity which has been set up to give young

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

people access to sports. They do this by
providing grants to train more sports coaches
and partnering with sports organisations to
put on training sessions for young people.
Since the Sir Stanley Matthews Foundation
was formed in 2000 they have already
helped500,000 young people all over the
world to enjoy sport.
As part of the Foundation we are now
affiliated with the Katros Football Team in
Central Ghana. Working in partnership
with the Sirs Stanley Matthews Coaching
Foundation means the children of Werrington
Wasps are helping to support the children of
Ghana through the mutual love of football.
As part of the affiliation we are planning
to participate in fund raising for the Katros
Football Team which will include being a part
of the Succeed with Stan Day and collecting
old football boots and kits to send to Ghana.
Being a part of the Sir Stanley Matthews
Coaching Foundation has also helped us
secure funding for an additional Level 1
Coach for each of the teams.
Car Boot Sales
Werrington Wasps are pleased to announce
that following a successful tender we will be
running the Car Boots on the Sports Ground
on a Saturday from 4th May 2019.
Supporting Local Businesses
We have recently joined forces with a local
business to design and make our very own
bespoke football strip. This means we
have had full input to our design and have a
guaranteed supply of kit for years to come,
all whilst supporting a local business.
Additional Club Funding
We have had a fantastic donation made to
the Club by District County Councillor Ross
Ward who donated £2000. This helped

starting up the Community Football Coaching
and Mini Kickers Sessions and also
contributed towards some of the pitch fees.

like a little more information on how you
could volunteer then please contact me on
07976640450.

Loyal Volunteers

Howard Rylands - Chairman

With an army of loyal volunteers we have
been able to achieve all of the above plus
start work on renovating the Clubhouse at
the Sportsground. However we are always
in need of new volunteers so if you think you
could help out in anyway then please get in
contact. Should you have a Mini Kicker or
football fanatic and they would like to come
along to one of our sessions or you would
I’m here because
of my smear…
Paula Marciz-Smith is
a patient at Werrington
Village surgery and
this is her story…
It is just over 12 months ago since my
life changed forever. I’ve never missed a
smear test, but I had forgotten to book an
appointment for the last one as I approached
my 50th birthday, thinking I would sort it out
afterwards. It was only when I got a date
for my mammogram that I fished out my
appointment letter for the smear and hastily
booked in my slot.
I can’t recall the specifics of my test results.
Other than I would be referred on for further
tests. It turns out that not only did I have
womb cancer, but it had spread to my
omentum (the stomach flap) and was present
in my stomach lining. How could this be?
There’s no family history. I keep myself fit
and eat healthily and I don’t drink or smoke.
But there had been warning signs and I had
ignored them. I didn’t even know what the
symptoms were.

remove the omentum and part of my large
bowel, as well as a full hysterectomy. I count
myself to be incredibly lucky. I owe my life to
the many health professionals who played a
part in my story.
If you are reading this and you have not
already been inspired by the recent national
campaign to book your smear, I urge you to
do so NOW. Start a conversation with female
friends and family and ask if they have
booked their smear teat. If I had not been for
mine, I might not be here today. It’s as simple
as that. In this country, we are lucky enough
to have free screening that will save lives.
Please don’t put it off, like I did.
And if you are worried about and possible
symptoms that you are having, don’t delay.
Book in to see your GP. Early diagnosis is
the key to beating cancer. If you have any
concerns about the smear test just phone
Werrington Village Surgery. Sister Davies
and her team will be happy to explain the
process and put you at ease.

But I had been feeling tired. I had put on
weight (what I thought was middle aged
spread) and felt bloated after meals. And
my bowel habits had changed, which I put
down to IBS. I now know that these ARE the
symptoms. I have now finished my treatment.
I had 7 courses of chemotherapy, surgery to
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Friendly, Reliable
& Affordable

Cars, 4x4s & Light Commercials

All Makes & Models
> Mechanical Repairs > Diagnostic Testing

> Air Conditioning > Tyres & Exhausts
> MOT Preparation > Clutches & Brakes

> Servicing > Cambelts > Welding

Give us a Call On: 07739 570094

DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier | Caverswall Common | Stoke-on-Trent | ST11 9EU
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