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BOOST FOR VILLAGE 
HALL - Thanks to the 
partnership working 
with the Community 
Library & Wellbeing 
Centre the Village Hall 
has benefitted with a 
special £7,000 grant 

to make all areas disabled friendly and 
accessible which includes a new disabled 
toilet.  The development will enable 
the hall to extend the services it offers 
and make it possible for wheelchairs to 
access the Johnstone Room for the first 
time. The Wellbeing Project has proved 
to be a major asset to both Library and 
Village Hall helping to ensure their future 
stability. Thanks go to Pauline, Derek and 
Craig from the Village Hall and Wendy 
from the Library Wellbeing Centre for 
making this possible.

CHARITY BEGINS AT THE LIBRARY 
– Due to the success the volunteers 
have made of the Community Library & 
Wellbeing Centre – over 2,000 activities 
delivered and declining membership 
reversed with over 1,000 new members 
in less than four years – the enterprise 
has had to go for charitable status. 

Now this just shows what you can do. 
Joy from the Surgery and Betty from 
the library made the application which 
was not easy to say the least and they 
deserve thanks for seeing this onerous 
submission through. Then they were told 
that there was a 42 week turnaround 
which then they got down to 20. They 
say persistence pays; well here it did 
in spades as eventually they got it in 
THREE WEEKS!!! How about that then? 
Congratulations girls, great stuff.

WELL I NEVER! - Couple of interesting 
things came out of the charity application 
– firstly it was the first time they had 
agreed a multiple request as normally 
charitable status is given to specific 
causes, we covered 22! – and secondly 
they did not have a sector for “Wellbeing”, 
but now they do. Makes you realise just 
how much the volunteers have pushed 
forward the bounds of achievement. 
Thanks go to County Councillor Ross 
Ward and our MP Karen Bradley for 
pushing things along with the Charity 
Commission – they also supported the 
bid for the Village Hall Disabled Project.

From the Editor ... and the good news just gets even better

          Jiffy Bear is hiding somewhere in Village Life. Can you find him? >>>>>>>

Editor & Advertising:  David Shaw: david@dsaimaging.co.uk 

Administration: Donna Rusco: 01782 302840 or donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk

Design and Print: by Kiln-Creative: 01782 683030 or www.kiln-creative.org.uk

Next issue of Village Life is Summer 2020 - circulation early July 2020 -  

copy date 15th May 2020.
Please email articles to: david@dsaimaging.co.uk 



Page 4

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

NEW LOOK FOR WERRINGTON LIBRARY & WELLBEING CENTRE

WERRINGTON WASPS FLYING HIGH

The Werrington 
Community 
Volunteers Group 
have now been 
running the library 
facility for nearly 
4 years during 
which time the 
entire concept of 
the original library 
service in Werrington 
has changed as a 
result of the success 
of the Wellbeing 

Centre which has now delivered over 1,500 
health related activities in partnership with 
the Village Surgery, Patients Group and the 
Village Hall.
Whilst all this has happened the outside 
signage hasn’t changed and only refers to 
a library service from Staffordshire County 
Council and has therefore become dated and 
doesn’t reflect the new developments and 
so the group commissioned Kiln-Creative at 
VAST to design a new corporate image.
The Werrington Library and Wellbeing 
Committee is delighted to announce that it 

has installed new signage in the grounds of 
the Library and Wellbeing Centre which not 
only shows the new corporate style but, more 
importantly, supports it’s wellbeing agenda 
by being colourful and colour-appropriate for 

residents and visitors who 
have reading challenges 
due to visual impairment 
and/or dementia.
Wellbeing Coordinator 
Wendy Sandbrook said that 
she was very pleased with 
the result which visually 

reflects the ethos of this exciting volunteer 
enterprise and commented – “The bright 
and bold yellow background and black type 
provide a strong contrast to each other and 
also link to the colour scheme and aesthetics 
planned for the proposed log cabins and 
garden therapy development on the site”.
Volunteer Wellbeing Coordinator 

Wendy Sandbrook

For full details of all the services offered at 
visit – www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk 
or you can find us on Facebook.

Since Werrington Wasps were formed two years ago the club has gone from strength to 
strength. The children playing football are as young as four years old juniors, youth, adults 
and veterans (35 years plus). There are now seven teams and hopefully two U6 teams which 
will be formed this year, to start next season’s development football teams as Wasps U7’s.

Werrington Community Football Coaching and Mini Kickers Football Coaching has been very 
successful. The children enjoy learning and playing football in a safe & friendly environment 
with the help of the Stanley Matthews Football Foundation. Our main aim with the football 
community coaching is for local children to make friends 
and hopefully form junior football teams. The Wasps have 
also achieved Charter Standard, which means all of the 
club’s managers and coaches have achieved at least Level 
1 coaching badges and are all FA CRC checked. Please 
follow us on Facebook where further information regarding 
the start dates of the Community Football training and the 
car boot sale will be posted.
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IT’S A CRAFTY BUSINESS IN THE LIBRARY

Last year has been 
very successful for the 
range of activities on 
offer at the library.  We 
have always been well 
supported during the 
various school holidays 
when there have been 
craft mornings for the 
children to show off 

their creative skills.  The visit from the 
‘animal man’ who brings different animals 
to see and sometimes to touch or hold was 
enjoyed by all who attended.
Spring brought a morning where 
opportunity was given to make an 
arrangement for a table centre.  This was 
well attended and in October a flower 
arranging morning was held. As the year 
moved on, November brought the ‘Poppy 
In’.  Cakes were kindly made or donated to 
sell in order to raise money for the Royal 
British Legion Poppy appeal.  This event 

raised over £250 for them.
Everyone likes a bargain so an Avon 
evening was held with the chance to 
purchase some early Christmas presents 
at special prices. Our final event for the 
year was making a Christmas wreath for 
the door.  This was very well attended and 
some lovely decorations were taken home 
for display.
Looking forward to 2020 there will again be 
children’s craft sessions during the school 
holidays.  Due to popular demand there 
will be further flower arrangements on offer 
and following the successful Avon evening, 
we are hoping to hold another towards the 
Summer so that sun creams and sprays 
can be bought in the hope of some hot 
sunny weather ahead.
Details of all future events will be listed in 
editions of Village Life throughout the year 
so that you can plan and book your place.  
You can also find details on Facebook and 
All things Werrington.

If you have been to Wuhan, 
China, in the last 14 days ...

Stay indoors and 
avoid contact 
with others

Contact 
NHS 111 
for advice

Symptoms to look out for:

 Wuhan Novel Coronavirus

Do not go to work, 
school or public areas

Avoid visitors in 
your home

Avoid using public 
transport or taxis

Runny
nose

Sore
throat

Fever Dif�culty
breathing

Cough

Please follow this advice even if you 
do not have symptoms of the virus

Visit NHS.UK for more information

• All hedge, conifer and tree work undertaken
• Dead & fallen trees cleared
• Fully insured
• Mowing & strimming

For free quotes and advice contact Lee on 

Tel: 01782 250517
Mobile: 07814 406604

S.A.M Hedge & Tree Services
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Ensuring you have assets to pass on to your loved ones is 
a priority for local accountants Geens

Nothing can be said to be certain except 
death and taxes, said Benjamin Franklin, 
and inevitably, what happens to our 
estate after death is something that 
we should all consider. Locally based 
accountants Geens are offering services 
which provide a holistic approach to how 
your estate is administered explained 
Chris Beeston, a Director at Geens 
Chartered Accountants. 

“We were the first accountancy practice 
in the area to gain accreditation to offer 
Probate and Estate Administration 
services and can assist a client not only 
with the implementation of inheritance 
tax planning but also we can be there 
to ensure it is effective at the point of 
death”. Geens are based in nearby 
Stoke, but two of the Directors, Chris 
and Carl France, are Werrington 
residents.

The fact is that we all want to pass as 
much as we can down to our children 
and grandchildren and this can be 
achieved best through efficient estate 
planning. Geens can assist you in 
collating all the information required 
to make the application for a grant of 
probate, completion and submission of 
the Inheritance Tax Account to HMRC 

and dealing with the administration of 
the estate following the grant.  

Geens, based in Liverpool Road, Stoke, 
is one of the area’s oldest accountancy 
firms and can trace its history back 
to 1884. It has seen growth in recent 
years, with additional staff and a young 
management team led by Directors 
Steve Archer, Karen Staley, Carl France, 
Dean Clacher and Chris Beeston. Chris 
was made a Director at the age of 26 
after achieving national recognition from 
the Chartered Institution of Taxation.

To find out more about Geens, please 
telephone 01782 847952 or go online at  
www.geens.co.uk

68 Liverpool Road, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST4 1BG
01782 847952            www.geens.co.uk             info@geens.co.uk

Geens are the first chartered accountants in North Staffordshire to be licensed to 

offer Probate services. We have over 130 years’ experience and expertise in taxation, 

accounts and financial matters.

Contact us today to find out more:

What you can expect from us:

A dedicated accountant 
Assigned to personally manage your affairs from start to finish

Tax efficiency review
To help identify potential savings

Simple fees – no hidden costs or commissions
You only pay for the service and advice you need - we never charge a 
percentage of the estate

Probate Services you can trust

01782 847952

www.geens.co.uk
info@geens.co.uk

PAUL SUNDERLAND
High Class Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior 
Paper Hanging Specialist  
Quality Guaranteed
Prompt Attention
O.A.P. Rates  -  
25 years’ experience 

For a FREE ESTIMATE
call 01782 766884 or 07779 393896
E-mail - paulthepainter@ntlworld.com
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16th May 2020, 2pm-4pm
Free drop in activities for all the family provided 
by Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, alongside tea and 

cakes by  Werrington Community
 Volunteers Group.

F: /StaffsWildlife
T: /StaffsWildlife
I:/ Staffswt

@ Werrington Village Hall

Enjoy Staffordshire’s Wild Slide
Your nearest special wild place:

Hem Heath Woods
An urban oasis on the edge of Stoke-on-Trent

A perfect spot for Bluebells!
Barlaston, Stoke-on-Trent, ST12 9ER

Find out more: staffs-wildlife.org.uk
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Hem Heath Woods

Join us for bug hunting, natural 
crafts and outdoor adventures! 

We’ll be on the natural space behind the Village Hall & will be 

there whatever the weather! Access to shelter & toilets provided.

Find out more: getwild@staffs-wildlife.org.uk
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PAVING THE WAY” TO MORE BUSINESS.
I always find it 
interesting to talk 
to our advertisers 
about the response 
they get from 
Village Life and 
also about the work 
they do. One such 

case is Tom Hunt of Impressive Outdoors 
who has advertised with us since he 
started up and has used Village Life for his 
business promotion. Tom reckons that your 
community magazine has set him on the 
right road and is delighted with the level of 
business it has generated.

Based in Werrington Tom offers a 
comprehensive range of services including 
• UPVC fascias, soffits, guttering, 

frames and conservatory cleaning.
• Dry verge systems fitted
• Window Cleaning
• Drive-way cleaning & Jet washing
• Roof moss removal
• New guttering, fascias & soffits fitted
• Hedgehog gutter brushes fitted
• Hedge & lawn cutting/weeding
• Small trees cut/removed
• Painting
So if you fancy sprucing your home up 
give Tom a ring on 07581 033621 – there 
are quite a few jobs he can do for me

As part of a community initiative your Community 
Library & Wellbeing Centre will be joining in with a 
celebration on Friday 8th May 2020 at 3pm. You 
will be able to enjoy music from the war years plus 
a light buffet made up of food of the time – don’t 
you just love Spam sandwiches! – but there will 

be more food on offer – plus good company and chat -  and there will be a special display on 
the front lawn. Weather permitting we may even be able to enjoy the sunshine – otherwise 
indoors.  So make a date and celebrate the day that gave us freedom in Europe.

Mckenzie is riding high
12yr old Mckenzie Marshall, who is from Werrington and 
attends Moorside high School, is a national Motocross rider, 
finishing 1st, 2nd & 3rd in the 2019 Nationals & for the 2nd year 
running having the honor of representing Great Britain at the 
European Cup event in Belgium. Competing against 12 other 
countries & riding in the class above, Mckenzie was one of the 
youngest & inexperienced riders in his class but gave a solid 

performance with Team GB coming away with 4th position. 
Mckenzie has a growing natural talent for this sport and thoroughly enjoys it. For 2020 
Mckenzie takes on the Big Wheel 85cc and as well as UK Nationals is aiming to compete, 
for the first time, in the European Championship, with hopes of being selected for the 
World Championships in Greece! Mckenzie has been described as an unassuming young 
boy who with a bit of support could go a long way. If anybody would like to support with 
sponsorship to help this young boy realise his potential & dreams and show the world what 
he can do, please contact Village Life. To see Mckenzie in Action visit: YouTube: Mckenzie 
Marshall #555 
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WWEERRRRIINNGGTTOONN  

HHAANNDDYYMMAANN  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

FULLY INSURED 

RELIABLE & HONEST 

DBS CHECKED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

CALL DAVE ON  

0077992255  885522888877  

Come along and have a 
great afternoon out at 
Werrington Village Hall. 

From 2 to 4pm on the last Saturday 
in the month. Prizes, refreshments 
and good company. Just come 
along and enjoy yourself. Plenty of 
car parking too. Please note that 
there are no sessions in January, 
August and December

ASH BANKASH BANK

Orders taken for collection on 

01782 302365

E s t a b l i s h e d  2 4  y e a r s

Freshly prepared food with a 
guarantee of high quality, voted 
in the Top 3 Take-Away shops in 

Staffordshire.

Extensive menu and friendly 
atmosphere with Steve, Helen 

and Staff who thank you for 
your support.



 

  

WWeerrrriinnggttoonn    

SSccaarreeccrrooww  WWeeeekkeenndd  
1122tthh  &&  1133tthh  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  

  TThheemmee:: 
                    ‘‘TThhaatt’’ss  EEnntteerrttaaiinnmmeenntt’’  

  CCrreeaattee  aanndd  ddiissppllaayy  yyoouurr  tthheemmeedd  
ssccaarreeccrrooww  ttoo  jjooiinn  iinn  tthhee  ffuunn!!  

  

OOppeenn  ttoo  ffaammiilliieess,,  iinnddiivviidduuaallss,,  sscchhoooollss,,  
ggrroouuppss  aanndd  llooccaall  bbuussiinneesssseess  

  

    EEnnttrryy  ffoorrmmss//RRuulleess  aavvaaiillaabbllee  aatt  
  FFuunn  DDaayy  &&  aafftteerrwwaarrddss  ffrroomm    

WWeerrrriinnggttoonn  LLiibbrraarryy,,    
AAsshh  BBaannkk  FFiisshh  &&  CChhiippss,,    

WWeerrrriinnggttoonn  NNeewwss,,  JJuusstt  FFoorr  KKiiddss  

  
  

TTrraaiill  MMaappss  ffrroomm  WWeerrrriinnggttoonn  LLiibbrraarryy    
      **SSccaarreeccrrooww  TTrraaiill  MMaapp//**RReeffrreesshhmmeennttss  ((**CChhaarrggeess))  

  
  
  
                            
                              

                                  

WWeerrrriinnggttoonn  SSccaarreeccrrooww  eevveenntt  bbrroouugghhtt  ttoo  yyoouu  ccoouurrtteessyy  ooff  WWCCVVGG 

AAlliissoonn  MMoorrggaann  
aalliimmoorrgg@@nnttllwwoorrlldd..ccoomm    

0011778822  776666775533  

BBaarrbbaarraa  HHuugghheess  
hhuugghheess332211@@nnttllwwoorrlldd..ccoomm    

0011778822  330022449977  
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68 Liverpool Road, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST4 1BG
01782 847952            www.geens.co.uk             info@geens.co.uk

Geens are the first chartered accountants in North Staffordshire to be licensed to 

offer Probate services. We have over 130 years’ experience and expertise in taxation, 

accounts and financial matters.

Contact us today to find out more:

What you can expect from us:

A dedicated accountant 
Assigned to personally manage your affairs from start to finish

Tax efficiency review
To help identify potential savings

Simple fees – no hidden costs or commissions
You only pay for the service and advice you need - we never charge a 
percentage of the estate

Probate Services you can trust

01782 847952

www.geens.co.uk
info@geens.co.uk
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WIZARD SERVICE
Window Wizard Repairs, offer a cost 
effective REPAIR and LOCKSMITH service 
for all your windows and doors whether 
they be upvc, aluminium or wooden. They 
repair, replace and supply all parts such as 
double glazed sealed units, glass, locks, 
mechanisms, handles, hinges, letterboxes, 
upvc door and window panels, garage 
doors, replacement glass and polycarbonate 
sheeting for conservatory roofs, fascia’s, 
soffits and guttering all extended 
manufacturers guarantee at no extra cost. 
They also offer a very competitively priced 
same day locksmith service for entrance 
doors, windows and garage doors with no 
call out charges

All parts and labour are fully guaranteed and 
all their staff are fully insured for your extra 
piece of mind. The showroom has a great 
selection of range Solidor composite doors 
on display as well as made to measure ‘A’ 
Rated High Security Windows which are 

offered in a wide range of styles, colours 
and designs. 

On average Wizard reckon they can save 
our customers up to 85%+ of the cost of full 
replacement windows and doors by simply 
repairing or replacing the faulty parts with no 
need for a new window or door which can 
save £££’s and most repairs are carried out 
on the spot the same day where possible. 
Whether you require just one window 
handle, one piece of glass, a new letterbox 
or whatever it is you need, At Window 
Wizard Repairs, 
they offer a 
free call out 
and measuring 
service with no 
obligation. For 
more info and 
contact see 
advert on back 
page.

          Cars, 4x4s & Light Commercials

All Makes & Models
> Mechanical Repairs  > Diagnostic Testing
> Air Conditioning > Tyres & Exhausts
 > MOT Preparation  > Clutches & Brakes

> Servicing > Cambelts > Welding

                                Give us a Call On: 07739 570094
                                                                           DC Vehicle Repairs | Dave Collier | Caverswall Common | Stoke-on-Trent | ST11 9EU

Friendly, Reliable 
& Affordable
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My Patients and Other Animals

1750 Mrs D Arling: Dro-
go: Going bald
The final appointment 
of the day at Werrington 
and groaningly inward-
ly I called in Mrs Arling 
with Drogo. As well as a 
penchant for ‘Game of 

Thrones’, Mrs Arling was not averse to 
manufacturing something mountainous 
out of something mole-like. According-
ly, I was not expecting ‘Going bald’ to 
amount to much. How wrong was I.

Drogo is a powderpuff Chinese Crested 
stud dog. Emphasis on the stud. He 
has sired every single Toy class Crufts 
winner for the last 10 years. Apparently. 
Today, however, he looked decidedly 
sorry for himself and had lost all the puff 
along two large pigmented oval patches 
of skin on either side of his abdomen. 
It was obvious that his show days were 
over.
Mrs Arling was distraught, and I asked 

her whether the affected areas were 
itchy – a crucial question to differenti-
ate between infectious and hormonal 
causes of alopecia. Drogo wasn’t itchy 
and so I asked the next question related 
to hormonal disease: Is he ravenously 
hungry? No (Not Cushings syndrome 
then). Is he lethargic and cold all the 
time? No (Not underactive thyroid.) 
Does he have episodes of collapse? No 
(Not Addisons.) Getting desperate now. 

I ducked out of the room. Time to phone 
a friend…

The vets are all members of a WhatsApp 
group called ‘Team Chat’ which has be-
come extremely useful over the last few 
years. I returned from a week away last 
Summer to find 573 unread messages! 
‘Possible differentials for bilaterally sym-
metrical alopecia?’ went out to the forum 
and sure enough a suggestion came 
winging its way straight back from our 
medicine guru – testicular feminisation? 
I hadn’t thought of that one…

With some trepidation I crept back into 
the room to re-examine Drogo. A size-
able pair of testicles and sure enough, 
the left one was about twice the size 
of the right one. An unusual condition 
where a Sertoli cell tumour of the testicle 
produces Oestrogen, inhibiting the other 
testicle and causing it to shrink and also 
resulting in symptoms attributable to 
abnormally high Oestrogen levels in a 
male dog.

A further battery of questions to a bewil-
dered Mrs Arling confirmed my suspi-
cion: Has he started crouching down to 
do a wee? Oh yes, he has actually, why? 
Have any of the other males shown any 
interest in him? Yes absolutely, Rhaegar 
won’t stop jumping on top of him. Has he 
been able to perform as a stud recently? 
No actually, he was completely uninter-
ested in Khaleesi last time. I was very 
surprised.

Diagnosis confirmed. Following an 
extremely tactful discussion with Mrs 
Arling, Drogo underwent castration and 
rapidly returned to behaving and look-
ing like the dog he had always been, 
minus the ability to produce more Crufts 
winners…
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You are more than 
welcome to join us study 
and celebrate during Lent 
and Easter this year as 
we remember Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection.

After Easter, we are 
having a special event 
all about weddings and 
marriage at St John’s, 
Wetley Rocks (details 
below)

God bless,

Revd. Michael Follin

On April 24th to April 27th 
inclusive, we are holding 
a Celebration of Marriage 
Flower Festival.  This 
will include displays of 
Wedding dresses from 
1940’s to the present 
day, as well as bouquets 
and memorabilia.   On 
the Friday evening, there 
will be a Gospel Choir 
concert, (Tickets & Times 
to be arranged) and on 
the Sunday, a Renewal of 
Vows service at 1045am 
followed by a performance 
of Wedding Hymns by the 
Church Choir.

The Church will be open 
from 10am to 4pm, Fri, 
Sat, Mon, and open 
Sunday for services and 

1 to 4pm.  Refreshments 
will be available.  

Any enquiries please 
contact Mrs Lynn Parker 
07582335813.

Some church services:
March 22 (Mothering 
Sunday) Family Services 
at St Philip’s  (10:15), St 
John’s (10:45)

April 5 (Palm Sunday) 
- walk to the rocks and 
outdoor service at Wetley 
Rocks

April 9 (Maundy 
Thursday) 6 pm - Agape 
meal at St Philip’s

April 10 (Good Friday) 10 
am Messy Church at St 
Philip’s; 2 pm Hour by the 
Cross at St Philip’s and St 
John’s

April 12 (Easter Day) 
Family Services at St 
Philip’s  (10:15), St John’s 
(10:45)

May 10 St Philips will be 
holding a Special Service 
to remember VE Day on 
At 4pm

Our usual Sunday 
services are 8:45, 10:15, 
18:00 at St Philip’s, 10:45, 
and 8:00 or 18:30 at St 
John’s – but do check our 
website at  
www.wwrchurches.com
We also do Messy Church 
at St Philip’s: crafts, 
songs, story, and food for 

children with an adult on 
Sundays 8th March and 
31st May; and on Good 
Friday at 10 am.

Lent studies: St Philip’s on 
Tuesday evenings at 7pm 
from March 3 to April 7

No matter how busy 
we think we are, the 
world keeps on turning 
and the seasons move 
on.  Christmas is now 
but a distant memory 
as we move towards 
the next great festival in 
the Christian calendar – 
Easter.  All churches will 
now have in place their 
plans for Easter services 
and we at Werrington 
Methodist Church are no 
exception:-

6th April, Palm Sunday – 
10.40am Morning Service 
led by Sister Barbara 
Crockett  
6:00 pm Evening Service 
led by our choir

9th April, Maundy 
Thursday  - 7:00pm 
Tenebrae Service led by 
Pastor Paul Owen

10th April, Good Friday 
– 2pm Service led by our 
own Worship Leaders

News from the pews

Werrington 
Methodist 
Church

St Philip’s 
and 
St John’s



www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Page 17
12th April, Easter Day – 
Morning Service led by 
Pastor Paul Owen

We, of course, have a 
programme of social 
activities too, including:-

7th March, Beetle Drive 
with fish and chip supper

28th March, Concert by 
the Dougie Mac Choir

4th April, Quiz with pie 
and pea supper

25th April, Ladies’ 
Breakfast

The second Saturday 
in each month we have 
Men’s Breakfast at 
9.15am

The Ladies’ Group meets 
at 7.45pm on the third 
Monday of each month

A Coffee Morning is held 
on the third Tuesday of 
each month

Knit and Natter meet at 
2pm every Monday

The Yoga Group meet at 
2.15pm every Friday

Ash Cafe is open every 
Thursday 10am – 1pm

Our social calendar 
enables us to spend time 
together but many of 
the activities are also a 
source of income which 
we use to help others. 
Last year, 2019, we raised 

a total of £3,616-96 for 
other charities.

Our church is a vibrant, 
dynamic family with 
people coming from as 
far away as Newcastle 
and Leek.  We would love 
to welcome you into our 
Church Family or perhaps 
you could just find a 
Sunday morning when 
you come to the 10.40am 
service, to see what goes 
on and to find out what 
we are like – I think you 
will come back again, and 
again!

John Smith

GOSPEL MEMORIAL FOR FOUNDER MEMBER
On Nov 1st Cornerstone Singers, a Gospel type lady’s choir based at Wetley Rocks 
Methodist Chapel, gave a memorial concert at St Philip’s Church in Werrington for 
one of their founder members, Jean Hodgetts. The concert was a great success and 
despite appalling weather on the night, £235 was raised for Cancer Research. A 
cheque was presented at a later rehearsal to Jean’s husband, Spencer. 

Jean had been a valued member of the choir and a friend to us all. She also 
served the Parish of Werrington for 12 years on the Parish Council. Thank you to 
everyone who supported the choir’s performance including the church and the ladies 
of Crossroads Café who kindly served the light refreshments on the night. If you 
missed this great night, check out the website - www.cornerstonesingers.co.uk - to 
find out what else we are doing and how to contact us.
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The onsiteGaming Cafe alsooffers free changingfacilities, toilets anda kitchen serving hotand cold food anddrinks during thesessions.

HAVE FUNAND MAKENEWFRIENDS!

WERRINGTON
COMMUNITY
FOOTBALL COACHING
Werrington Parish Sports Ground, Leek Road, Werrington, ST9 ODG

The Football Coaching sessions are

designed to help your child to learn and

develop basic football skills, grow as an

individual and make new friends in a fun

and safe environment. With the possibility

of being spotted to become a Wasp and

play with the teams!!
Each week the Children are rewarded with

weekly presentations, participation

stickers and a loyalty reward scheme.

Please contact Howard Rylands on 07976640450 for more information

Football sessions are
aimed at Children aged

6 to 12 years old of
all abilities.

Sessions areheld every
Saturday morning 

between
10.00am and 11.30am

Sessions are
£2.50 per week

Be sure to follow us on
Facebook for up to date
club information  

So why not come along to one of the Football
Coaching Sessions and join in the fun!!

Supported by

WASP FLYER 2020 REVISED:Layout 1  08/01/2020  15:57  Page 1
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WERRINGTON IN BLOOM NEEDS YOU

WOT – NO WI IN WERRINGTON!
We were amazed and saddened to discover that the 
Werrington Women’s Institute has packed in and no longer 
meet in the Village Hall. Our village has an unrivalled 
reputation for community activity and so it is surprising 
that this has gone. Is there anyone out there who fancies 
re-kindling this as the WI does such a great job? Derek 
Fielding will sort out arrangements for meetings in the 
Village Hall – call him on 01782 303093 – we will gladly publicise in Village Life, 
just e-mail david@dsaimaging.co.uk with the info. It will also go on our website and 
Facebook. Bet we can get a really good group going – see what Wetley Rocks do 
elsewhere in this issue.

The lovely planters around the village are organised by the Werrington Community 
Volunteers Group based in the library. We are planning a big planting session soon 
and could do with some help. If you would like to join in contact Jean McNicol on 
01782 304194 or David Shaw on 01782 302019.

Werrington Patients Participation Group
Chairman David Shaw, 5 Weston Close, Ash Bank, Werrington,

Staffordshire Moorlands, ST2 9QN.
Telephone – 01782 302019. E-mail – david@dsaimaging.co.uk

Do make a date for this year’s series of 
PPG Meetings. This year we are looking 
to bring people in who are putting on 
events in the Wellbeing Centre to inte-
grate activities.

Full details will be circulated later so 
send your contact info to - e-mail to  
david@dasimaging.co.uk. call on 
01782 302019 or leave a message at 
the Community Library on  
01782 302706

• February  20th
• April 2nd
• June 18th
• September  17th
• November 19th
 
At Werrington Village Surgery 13.00-15.00

Your comments, help and support are 
important for future health planning in
our village so please come along - all 
are welcome.
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VE day celebrations, your country needs you!
Well actually, it is your Parish Council that 
needs you…. 

This year marks the 75th anniversary of this 
important historic event in World War Two, 
when fighting against Nazi Germany came 
to an end in Europe. Traditionally held on 
a Monday in May, Victory in Europe day 
has become a THREE DAY EVENT OF 
CELEBRATION and COMMEMORATION 
STARTING ON Friday 8th May 2020. 

This will form three days of holiday and 
events throughout the Country. More 
than 20,000 pubs will raise a toast and 
churches throughout the land will take part 
in a Ringing Out For Peace peal. Events 

are already being planned in the Village, 
and we want to make sure that our Parish 
Council is fully involved and supporting any 
individual or organisation that needs help 
and guidance in planning their tribute to 
our fallen heroes and veterans. For more 
information 

please contact Cllr Jocelyn Morrison  - email 
cllrjmorrison@gmail.com 

We would also like to hold an exhibition of 
World War 2 memorabilia in the Village Hall 
on Friday 8th May. Do you have anything 
you can contribute? use the contact details 
as above.

Footsteps in the Past 
Following on 
from “Footsteps 
in the Past”, 
“The Secret” 
takes the main 
characters, Jane 
and John, 41 
years on from 
the Pottery 
Riots of 1842, 
to a mining 
disaster at 
Lilydale Colliery, 

Bucknall, in which their son is involved.  
While nursing John back to health after 
his attempt to rescue their son, Jane 
reminisces what has happened over the 
past 41 years.

Her stories unravel while desperately 
awaiting news if their son is still alive or not.  
These include the coming of the railway, 
the building of St Mary’s Church, Bucknall, 
and her work at the appalling workhouse 
hospital in Stoke.

The book brings in characters, who actually 

existed, (plus a few ghostly elements); 
and provides a glimpse of the 19th century 
hamlet of Werrington, before Werrington, 
as we now know it, existed. The historical 
events are accurate.

I will be at Werrington Library on: 
Saturday, 25th April from 9am – 1pm, 
if you wish to buy a copy - £10 (retailing at 
£12.95).   I hope to see you there.

HANDYMAN
                                                                
John
                                              
Local trades person, semi
retired
                                                         
Discount for OAP's
                                                       
                                                                 
Phone
                                                          
07727545004

HANDYMAN
John

Local trades person, semi-retired

Discount for OAP's

Phone: 07727545004                                                

For all your little jobs
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Holistic Therapy Taster Sessions
Book a holistic therapy taster session with ‘About You, owner Belinda 
Allen on one of the following dates:-
Indian Head Massage – 17th April 2020 between 1.00pm and 3.30pm. 
Reflexology – 15th May 2020 between 9.30 and 12.00pm
Both sessions will be held in the Werrington Library and Wellbeing 
Centre.  All we ask for is a small donation to the Library and 

Wellbeing Centre Fund.  Please contact Belinda on 07947 378266; email Belinda@
aboutyou-therapies.co.uk or visit www.aboutyou-therapies.co.uk to book a 
session or to find out more information about the therapies available at About You.

Join in the Fun
As readers of Village Life will know 
the services operated out of your 
Community Library & Wellbeing Centre 
are growing all the time and just as we 
want new services we also need new 
volunteers to help not just in the library 
itself but with things like Werrington in 
Bloom, the Friday Youth Club, Kidz2Kidz 

etc. There is a wonderfully wide range 
of rewarding things to do and so if you 
have a few hours spare and would like 
to join in the fun then come on board. 
Becoming a volunteer can open up a 
whole new life style where you will be 
with likeminded people who want to 
achieve whilst having a fun time. Have a 
chat about it in the library.

Celebration of Marriage Flower Festival
On April 24th to April 27th inclusive at St John’s the Baptist Church we are holding 
a Celebration of Marriage Flower Festival.  This will include displays of Wedding 
dresses from 1940’s to the present day, as well as bouquets and memorabilia.   On 
the Friday evening, there will be a Gospel Choir concert, (Tickets & Times to be 
arranged) and on the Sunday, a Renewal of Vows service at 1045am followed by 
a performance of Wedding Hymns by the Church Choir. The Church will be open 
from 10am to 4pm, Fri, Sat, Mon, and open Sunday for services and 1 to 4pm.  
Refreshments will be available. Any enquiries please contact 
Mrs Lynn Parker 07582 335813.

After the busy Christmas term we are not settled back in 
to a much quieter term here at Pre-School. We hope for 
some snow soon to fit in with our Winter topics. We enjoy 
experimenting with ice and melting, creating winter scenes 
with our farm and happyland and are enjoying finding out 
about all the seasonal changes going from winter to spring. 
We still have some spaces available for this term if any-
one would like to arrange a visit to find out more about us 
please get in touch on 07929904175 or check out our Facebook page.

Werrington Pre-school 
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BROOKSIDE Short story
It is a beautiful spring day! The Sun is 
shining, Blue Skies, the birds are singing 
sweetly and the Daffodils are swaying 
gently in the breeze, and I am sitting 
here at the bottom of the Garden by a 
babbling Brook. And I start thinking back 
to Days gone by when I first met my 
late wife by this very Brook and fell in 
Love. And we were married shortly after. 
It was the time when the late Donald 
Peers song was popular, Babbling 
Brook; we used to sing the song my wife 
sadly died of Cancer quite recently.

I lull of to sleep and dream of my Wife 
sitting here beside me, suddenly a shout 
awakens me your teas ready Dad! it 
was my only Daughter Jennie I get up 
and turn to face her she beckons me 
to  follow her suddenly she vanishes 
into thin air. I slowly walk to the local 
cemetery with a freshly picked bunch 
of Daffodils in my hand, and lay them 
on the graves of my wife Emily and 
Daughter Jennie. You see she was killed 
in a tragic road accident, which nearly 
finished me off as well with shock. 

Then another shout it was Joyce the 
Matron of the nearby Peaceful Haven 
care home, where I now reside it’s time 
for your Tea Bill! I slowly walk supported 
by the Matron to the huge Dining Hall 
where I sit down at the long table with 
the other residents, after tea I ask what’s 
on the tele tonight. Then one of them 
pipes up BROOKSIDE amid peals 
of laughter, They think it a huge joke 
,knowing my habit of sitting by that old 
Babbling Brook but they don’t know the 
real reason ,It is because I am with my 
wife and Daughter again.                      

© A.N.  Haunting                                                                   
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SPRING INTO ACTION

Just because the garden has been asleep these last few months doesn’t mean that 
the good gardener has been allowed to go into the same form of hibernation and for 
those who have, I have just two words WAKE UP!

Things now need doing in a fast and methodical way if your garden is to give you 
the best display possible in the new season. 

A. Firstly please order/ collect the seed/plants of the new or successful varieties you 
want to grow so that substitutes need not feature in your planting arrangements.

B. Remove all crop debris and importantly perennial weed from your garden. I 
donate these to my Council brown bin.

C. Do the necessary pruning to herbaceous perennials, which can be further cut 
back from 10 inches to 3 inches, and as the green shoots of new growth appear 
on hardy Fucshias  cut last year’s growth to ground level. Now is the time to prune 
Hybrid Tea Roses and Floribunda Roses. Specie Roses I never prune unless their 
growth gets in the way and even then as little as I have to. Shrubs which flower on 
the current seasons growth such as Buddlia need pruning now. For high quality but 
fewer flowers prune these hard, say to 6 buds, for lower quality but lots more flowers 
prune back to 50% of the previous seasons extension growth.

D. Cleanliness is next to godliness in the garden! Get a mulch on to prevent annual 
weed growth NOW. Remove ALL litter where slugs, snails or other pests/ diseases 
may hide.

E. Start to look for the first signs of pests/disease and deal 
with it at that stage, not when a major infection/ 
infestation occurs

These 5 ( not 10) commandments should 
ensure a good start to an 
enjoyable and rewarding 
2020 in your garden so it’s 
now time to SPRING INTO 
ACTION!

Joe Smith
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The Werrington Library & Wellbeing Centre is celebrating the 
installation of a super new staff toilet suite by linking it with the Toilet 
Twinning Organisation and twinning it with a toilet in the Ivory Coast. 
Toilets are needed in some parts of the world where communities do 
not access to hygienic toileting arrangements.
The idea came from Wellbeing Coordinator Wendy Sandbrook 
and the funding was unanimously agreed by the Committee. Our 

photograph shows Wendy with the framed certificate presented by the Toilet Twinning 
Organisation. Wendy said that she was pleased that the success of the unique 
Werrington initiative was able to reach out to provide aid to another part of the world.

“THANK YOU” FOR NEW TOILET FACILITY

CAROLYN AND FAMILY RAISE £240 FOR RBL

WETLEY ROCKS WI  
Last year had been a full and eventful 
year and finished off with an outing to 
Tissington Hall which was beautifully 
dressed on a Christmas theme with each 
room depicting a Christmas carol…. Just 
lovely.  In addition of course we enjoyed 
our Christmas meal at the Queens, 
Freehay.  Many thanks to Adrian and his 
team for their hospitality and hard work.  
We were also able to continue our tradition 
and donated a number of presents 
to the local Women’s Refuge which 
always seem to be appreciated by those 
residents.  After saying farewell to 2019 
we have already established ourselves 
in 2020 and by Spring there have been 
several events enjoyed by our members, 
not least a taster session of Tai Chi; flower 

arranging and an interesting talk about 
VAD (Voluntary Aid Detachment) nurses 
during WWI when no task was too great.  
Our growing membership have a feast 
of delights to come during 2020 with 
a different speaker (or activity) each 
month.  That’s not forgetting social events 
organised locally or by County.  Last 
but not least if anyone is interested in 
joining our WI please don’t hesitate to 
grasp an opportunity of coming to have 
a look at us on the 2nd Tuesday monthly 
at Wetley Rocks Village Hall, starting 
7.30p.m.  Tea and Cake is always on offer 
and scrumptious. Or contact Secretary 
Linda Brindley on 01782305002/
Mob.07799491356; wiwetleyrocks@btck.
co.uk; Facebook page Wetley Rocks WI.

A donation of £240 will be added to the funds raised by Werrington 
Community Library & Wellbeing Centre for the Royal British Legion 
thanks to a Coffee Morning organised by Carolyn Hollinshead who is 
one of the library volunteers. This was a family event as Carolyn was 
joined by Paul and Jeanette. There were even more helpers as Deb 
Hefferon baked gateau’s and some members of the pubic Donated 
cakes. Carolyn said that it was a lovely event that everyone enjoyed and 
was made even more special as it was for such a wonderful cause.
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K2 Plumbing & Heating
FEMALE PLUMBING & GAS ENGINEER

Tel. 07584 093788

K2 plumbing & heating, specialising in 
boiler and central heating installations.

 Baxi approved installer. 

All plumbing and gas work undertaken, no 
matter how big or small.

 Reliable, quality, friendly service.

Tracy Humphries - Podiatrist / Chiropodist 

Friendly | Reliable | Professional 

£20 
Prices from 

Treatments include: 

• General nail maintenance. 
• Diabetic footcare. 
• Corns and hard skin removal. 
• Ingrowing toe nails and cracked 

heels. 
• Assessment and diagnosis of 

foot complaints. 

Call: 07707074999 



Page 26

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

WHATS ON WITH WENDY AND DEREK

The village hall also 
has a very busy 
diary with on-going 
regular meetings and 
activities including; 
the Endon Players 
Dramatic Society; 
Weightwatchers; 

Werrington Parish Council and 
Werrington Village Hall Committee. 
There is a range of activities for all levels 
of abilities i.e. Yoga and pregnancy 
Yoga, Jujitsu, Ballet & Tap, Pilates, 
Kettlecise and Kickboxing.  There is a 
postnatal Yoga class on Fridays between 
10:00 – 11:00 and a new Yoga class on 
Thursday evenings. The Drovers Line 
Dancing group meet twice monthly on 
Saturday evenings and a small and 
friendly Line Dancing group meet on 
Thursday afternoons. There is Bingo on 
the last Saturday afternoon of the month. 

There is a regular Fitness class each 
Sunday morning between 9:30 and 
10:30 in the Main Hall and Advanced 
Drivers East Midlands meet every 
Sunday morning from 9:00 am in the 
Johnstone Room.

In addition to all that, there is also a wide 
range of 50+ activities - Table Tennis, 

Sequence Dancing and 2 Art 
classes. During the school terms, 
Preschool, which caters for 2 – 4 
year olds, is available Monday, 
Tuesday, Wednesday mornings 
and Thursday and Friday mornings 
and afternoons.

For further information on; the 
village hall schedule, contact 
details for the activity organizers, 

how to make a room booking for a 
private event or to offer an activity, 
please contact Derek Fielding on o1782 
303093.

Following the refurbishment of the 
Village Hall car park, the committee 
intends to continue fundraising for future 
car park maintenance via; concerts, 
Saturday evening dances, Bingo and the 
Honesty Boxes.

The Village Hall could be the perfect 
location for your special event. The main 
hall is available for regular or ad hoc hire 
on; Saturday afternoons or evenings 
up to 11.45pm, Sundays from 11.00 am 
up to 11.45pm, Mondays from 8.00pm 
and, Fridays from 7.00 pm (both latter 
days either for as little as one hour or up 
to 11.45 pm).  The smaller Johnstone 
Room can provide a lovely alternative 
function room and currently has more 
availability for hire.  

 For further information on; the Village 
Hall schedule, contact details for the 
activity organisers, how to make a room 
booking for a private event or an activity, 
please contact Derek Fielding on  
01782 303093
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The Library and 
Wellbeing Centre 
continues to be 
a hive of activity 
offering the following 
varied programme of 
activities: -

Library Services, 
Computer access, Baby Bounce & 
Rhyme, Werrington Breast Babies, 
Staffordshire Police drop-in, Knit & 
Natter, the Ukulele Group, Foot Health 
Care, Mental health support/advice, 
Diabetes support (via GP referral), 
Police and District Councillor drop-in 
surgeries and a range of wellbeing 
events. Programmes and drop-ins. You 
can also buy a competitively priced 
cuppa (with a biscuit) as well as browse 
newspapers and magazines.

Creative children’s craft activities are 
offered during school holidays and the 
Community Shop continues to offer a 
huge variety of inexpensive items for 
sale to suit all tastes.  As always, thank 
you to all those who have kindly donated 
such a varied range of items for sale in 
the Community Shop. Donations are 
always greatly received.

Thanks also to our Knit & Natter Group 
members who create beautiful hand-
made items which are also for sale.

Proceeds from all sales go towards the 
Library and Wellbeing Centre upkeep 
and costs of activities. Look out for 
Easter-themed items for sale.

Special events and activities 
are referred to elsewhere in this 
magazine but you can also find 
details on the Library notice 
board, e-news and posters 
around the Village.  Additionally, 
you can call the Library on 
01782 302706, pop into the 
Library or Village Surgery for a 
monthly “What’s On” leaflet or, 
visit our website -  

werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
If you would like to offer an activity or 
put on a session please contact Wendy 
Sandbrook on 01782 302493.

Nails by Becky
Fabulous nails in the 

comfort of your own home.

 I cater for all ages and occasions.

Mobile: 07530 447400  



Page 28

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Introducing three more of our library volunteers.
 
Hello everyone and welcome to the Spring Edition of Village Life. Here are three more of our 
wonderful volunteers I’m delighted to introduce to you. Each one of them have contributed in 
their own unique way towards the success of YOUR Library and Wellbeing Centre. Thanks 
to all of you. More in the summer. Jean

Werrington Community Lottery
Happy New Year to all the precipitants and may I wish you good luck 
for the year ahead. If you would like to become a precipitant then pick 
up a leaflet from our Library and fill in the application form. If you are a 
player and are not sure when to renew your membership, don’t worry 
You will be sent a reminder which reminds you of your number and how 
much you need to pay. If you are a player and would like to have more 
numbers and get more chances to win the cash prize, just get in touch 
with me either by phone or e-mail or even just put a note in my letter box, 
and I will do the rest.

If you are about to change your address please let me know and I will amend my records, so 
I can keep in touch when your renewal is due. I usually send out a reminder at the beginning 
of the month that your payment is due, unless you pay by standing order, and then I send out 
another reminder if you have not paid. A final reminder is sent out on the third month which 
will states that if no payment is received by the due date your number(s) may be allocated to 
someone else.

To contact me Please ring 01782 303587 please leave a message if there is no answer. 
Email is: lewischristopher846@gmail.com Post to: 23, Moorland Avenue, Werrington  
Stoke-on-Trent, ST9 0EQ Or you can contact me at the Library on Thursday afternoon.

Olivia Capewell - Being on the library is amazing, fun and makes me feel 
happy. I like helping with Baby Bounce, the shop and the children’s activities 
in the holidays. 

Val Bloor - For me, volunteering has been a worthwhile and positive 
experience. I have met many interesting people of the local community and 
have made some marvellous friends along the way. I can highly recommend it.

Pam Holdcroft - I have enjoyed volunteering and giving back something to 
the Community. Also meeting people, selling and displaying the shelves in the 
Community Library. (Although Pam has left the area and therefore the library 
I wanted to include her as she was an important, well liked and respected 
part of the volunteer team who is missed already. She was invaluable to me 
personally in the shop. Thank you Pam and enjoy your new home. Jean)
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The Willow Veterinary Clinic

Years of surgical experience 
with modern fully equipped surgical suites. 

Special interest in treating eye cases - the practices 
are equipped with a vast array of ophthalmic equipment. 

24 hour on-site EMERGENCY service
provision for our registered clients.

Feel free to call the practice for more information 
or to arrange a visit to tour our facilities.

State of the art diagnostic facilities including colour

in-house blood analysis. 
ultrasound, endoscopy and bronchoscopy,  doppler 

C.D.Curry BVSc GPCert 
(Ophthal) MRCVS
V.Poole MA VetMB GPCert 
(EM&S) MRCVS

J. GILMAN & SON
QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN

      Rewires
      Outdoor Lighting/sockets
      Mains Changes
      Sockets
      Lighting
      Showers
      CCTV
      Alarm systems

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SALES AND REPAIRS
DAVID RILEY

21WHITMORE AVENUE
WERRINGTON

MOB:- 07976 785233

Repairs, MOT and Servicing to any make of vehicle
www.ashbankgarage.co.uk   •   01782 303926

Supporting car owners since 1969Supporting car owners since 1969

ASHBANK GARAGE LTD
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Continuing the series on former 
residents of Ash Grove.
In 1948, Doug and Irene Twigg, and their 
17-year-old daughter Kathleen, moved 
in to No. 13. They had lived at No 6 for 
many years previously. The photo shows 
the family probably shortly before this 
time.

The Twigg family had a long and close 
association with the “village” of Bucknall. 
Doug’s grandfather Joseph had been the 
Parish Clerk, Sexton, and Collector of 
Rates and Taxes. 

Doug had been 
a pupil and a 
“pupil teacher” 
at Bucknall CE 
School. He 
progressed 
to Hanley 
Municipal 
Secondary 
School (situated 
on the site of 
the recently 
demolished bus 

station and later to become Hanley High 
School). After a brief spell in the armed 
forces in WW1 he returned to Bucknall 
as an unqualified teacher. He then 
undertook his training in Birmingham, 
returning as a certificated teacher. He 
served as Headmaster from 1946 till 
1962. Doug’s mother was a teacher 
there, as was his sister Elsie. His uncle 
William Scragg was headmaster from 
1895 until 1917 and his aunt Mary was 
headmistress of the Infant department 
during the same period. Doug’s parents 
Josiah and Selina were married at St 
Mary’s. Doug was christened there in 
1898 and married there in 1926. He was 
a member of the church choir as a boy 
and was Choirmaster and Organist for 
ten years.

Irene was the daughter of Fenton 
hairdresser Everard Ferriday and his 
wife Agnes. They moved to Bucknall 
some time after 1911, which is probably 
how Irene and Doug came to know one 
another.

The great love of Doug’s life was 
music. Irene was also a keen amateur 
musician, who loved going to the 
Theatre Royal and was a fan of G and 
S in particular. She even took part on 
stage at the Theatre Royal in Stoke on 
Trent Amateur Operatic and Dramatic 
Society’s 1924 production of “The 
Arcadians”. (see photo)

Doug’s interest in music started at an 
early age. Apart from a few lessons, 
he was a self-taught musician. He 
conducted the Bucknall Choral Society, 
was founder and organiser of the 
North Staffordshire Music Festival 
and organist and choirmaster at a 
number of local churches. He was in 
demand as an accompanist, taught 
private piano lessons and was also 
quite an accomplished composer. 
His compositions were mainly choral 
and some of them were published 
and are still available! In 1937, at the 
Victoria Hall, he conducted the North 
Staffordshire Symphony Orchestra 
in a performance of his composition 
“Moods”, but his biggest achievement 
was a symphony, a movement of which 
was performed to much acclaim by the 
NSSO under the baton of Mr John Cope 
in 1949. Apparently he wrote much of 
this symphony on holiday in the Lake 
District in 1948. 

Doug and Irene’s daughter Kathleen 
married local lad James Craddock in 
1955. James had served as an officer in 
the Fleet Air Arm during the war. I am in 
touch with their two sons Tim and Mike, 
who told me that Irene and Kathleen had 

ASH GROVE COMPOSER               
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vivid memories of standing at the end of 
Ash Grove one night in 1940 looking at 

the distant night sky 
lit up by the bombing 
of Coventry.

Former Ash Grove 
resident and pupil of 
Doug, Barry Slann, 
remembered “Mr 
Twigg’s polished 
cane. The crack 
brought tears to the 
eyes and made one 
draw breath for ten 

minutes, when the only sound was the 
hiss from the injured party.”

Another memory from Leonard Brunt 
who taught at the school from 1948 in 

“…the long room, where there were 
two classes, over 100 children and one 
stove. The desks were long – 3 children 
to each – and very close together. On 
cold days we had instructions (from 
Doug?) to move the children as much 
as possible and do physical exercises 
at regular intervals to keep them warm. 
Because of lack of space children had to 
stand on the desks to do the exercises… 
I thought, “Is this called teaching?!” How 
times have changed?

If anyone has any comments, further 
information or photos relating to Ash 
Grove, please get in touch with Steve 
Williams on 07903 746410 or at 
mrstevewilliams@hotmail.com

NEW GROUP ON THE BLOCK HELPINGRAISE 
FUNDS FOR GOOD CAUSES

They are called The Adolescent  
( no “s”) Drums Theo 15 Bass guitar Tom 
16 Lead guitar Luca 15 Guitar Brandon 
15 Lead singer Ollie 15 A group of 5 great 
lads who are a great example young 
Local kids doing good for their school/ 
charity/ community. Contact for booking 
07444404040 or via Facebook The 
Adolescent. 

Mr Meakin at Moorside has supported the band so much and was fundamental 
in their creation He attends most gigs and helps them set up He offers his room 
at school for practice even in the school holidays he went into school so they 
could practice As most of the boys are in their GCSE year they are limiting their 
performances to a couple a month and taking a break in December for Mock 
exams They have advanced bookings which is amazing as they only formed early 
this year and their first real gig was in August February 7th 2020 they do their own 
gig at Moorville hall to raise funds for 2 causes the first being cancer research as 
most of the boys have know someone close who has been affected by cancer and 
Werrington charity to be decided ( we think this will be the young person’s charity) 
Tickets will be £5  we hoping for donations of some great prizes for a raffle and the 
gig will be followed by a disco Check their Facebook page for more details.




