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The flowers will still bloom
NEW WELLBEING SERVICES FOR WERRINGTON
See Page 2 for new hearing service and Page 3 for launch of Werrington 
Citizens Advice Bureau. 



MORE GOOD NEWS FROM THE WERRINGTON 
COMMUNITY VOLUNTEERS 

NEW HEARING SERVICE LAUNCHED AT WERRINGTON

As many residents know getting a 
hearing test can be a problem and 
as a result there is a large number of 
people are not receiving the service they 
need. This can lead to social isolation, 
particularly in elderly people, and there’s 
evidence that the use of hearing aids 
can reduce the risk of dementia.

The Werrington Wellbeing Centre is 
delighted to announce the launch of a 
new service which will be operated by 
Ridgways one of the leading specialists 
in hearing care. Village Life Editor David 
Shaw said that he was particularly 
pleased to “hear” the news as he is a 
Ridgway’s client and has benefitted 
greatly from their service so everyone 
can book with confidence.

The alliance comes after Craig 
Sandbrook, whose wife Wendy is Events 
Coordinator at the Werrington Wellbeing 
Community Voluntary Group, visited

Ridgway’s Hearing Care, in nearby 
Endon, to have hearing aids fitted.

Now Ridgway’s Hearing Care has 
joined forces with the volunteers to offer 
appointments in the lovely environment 
of the Garden Therapy Lodges at the 
Werrington Community Library and 
Wellbeing Centre when people need 
them.

Werrington residents can simply call 
Ridgway’s Hearing Care, which also 
has premises in Endon and Newcastle-
under-Lyme, to arrange an appointment.

There are no introductory fees and 
following your first visit you will get the 
expert advice you deserve and it’s easy 
to make a date – just call Ridgways on 
01782 622545. Hearing is believing!

Alison Ridgway owner of Ridgways 
Hearing Care
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Whilst the past year has been difficult, 
unpleasant and frightening for us all there 
is as always many good stories to come 
out of it and our wonderful Werrington 
community is a shining example. I would 
also like to thank our advertisers who 
make the magazine possible for sticking 
with us. Please shop with them and show 
our support. 

Normally I would write this page myself 
but I think I can do no better that hand 
over to PCSO Ashley Goodwin who 
sent in this item, which I think says it all. 
Thanks Ash... And there’s more – see 
Ross Ward on PAGE 10

“Perhaps you could include a little note 
from me in Village Life. I would like to 
say a huge thank you to the community, 
the last year or so has been extremely 
difficult for everyone but even when faced 

with a global pandemic the wonderful 
people of Werrington have stuck together 
and shown incredible resilience. 

The vast majority of people have adhered 
to the government guidelines and found 
new ways to help and support each 
other. I have seen 
some amazing 
acts of kindness 
over the last 12 
months, so thank 
you Werrington, you 
should be incredibly 
proud of yourselves, 
I most certainly am”

From the Editor ...The flowers will still bloom

          Jiffy Bear is hiding somewhere in Village Life. Can you find him? >>>>>>>

Editor & Advertising:  David Shaw: david@dsaimaging.co.uk 
Administration: Donna Rusco: 01782 302840 or donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk
Design and Print: by VAST Digital: 01782 683030 or www.vast.org.uk

Next issue of Village Life is summer 2021 for circulation in July 2021. 

Copy date is 15th May 2021. Please e-mail articles to - david@dsaimaging.co.uk

Citizens Advice Bureau is coming to Werrington Wellbeing 
Centre soon – call 01538 751816 for more details

PCSO Ashley Good-
win receiving his Comfort Teddies from 
the library Knit & Natter group
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THE LODGES ARE READY!

WERRINGTON CAN CELEBRATE A 
UNIQUE MILESTONE IN ITS HISTORY

Two years in the planning, with all 
required approvals obtained and, 
despite Covid-19, the Werrington 
Garden Therapy Lodges are now built, 
furnished and ready for use. Sitting in a 
fully landscaped area behind the main 
Library building, two of the lodges will 
be used for individual activities or small 
group work, with the third one being a 
disabled and dementia friendly toilet 
facility. 

All are accessed by a ramp with 
safety railing. The lodges are now fully 
furnished despite understandable delays 
in supplies and, the finishing touch is 
the  green, aesthetically-themed security 
fencing with disabled entrance. 

The Werrington Library and Wellbeing 
Committee members have been amazed 
by the generosity of many of the 
organisations and individual suppliers 
involved who have been so supportive 
of this initiative.

A number of projects, utilising the 
lodges, are in development with 
one was due to launch prior to the 
change in Covid-19 regulations and 
subsequent second lockdown in 
November. This will resume as soon as 
it is safe and possible to do so. Other 
programmes and support sessions 
are under discussion with a variety of 
organisations so that, once restrictions 
and safety requirements allow, this 
wonderful development can be utilised 
for events and activities to expand the 
successful wellbeing programme

Also, when possible, an official opening 
will be arranged in order to thank all 
of those who have made this exciting 
development possible. Further details of 
this and of the activities planned at the 
Lodges will be included in future editions 
of “Village Life” and also put on our 
website (werringtoncommunitylibrary.
org.uk). 

Another first for Werrington!

Best wishes for our future -  
Wendy Sandbrook

Lady’s Inspection Visit (L-R) Karen Bradley MP with project trustees Betty Johnson, Jean 
Fryer and Wendy Sandbrook
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SCARECROWS BEAT THE VIRUS!

After concerns that lockdown would 
prevent the 2020 Scarecrow Weekend 
from going ahead, the organisers, 
Werrington Community Volunteer Group, 
turned to technology to enable scarecrow 
makers to register.  There were other 
variations this year too; the original theme 
was amended to “Anything Goes” to make 
it easier for makers to create a scarecrow 
character whilst in lockdown and it was 
decided not to have a competitive element 
as it would not be possible to have the 
usual “Awards Ceremony”. The trail maps 
were largely online too, perhaps paving the 
way for the future.

In the event, despite the unusual 
conditions, once again the standard of 

creativity was outstanding and never 
ceases to amaze. The weather over the
weekend was kind and trailers enjoyed 
viewing the scarecrows, though sadly,
as gatherings were not allowed, it was 
not possible to enjoy the wonderful 
refreshments usually provided by the 
churches. Trailers gave generously to 
the famous green scarecrow bottles and 
proceeds supported the NHS.

Thanks to everyone concerned the event 
not only brightened the village but
truly lightened the mood in unprecedented 
times.

Thanks to everyone - Alison Morgan
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If you can walk or sit on it, we 
can clean, seal or restore it!

Spots & stains gone

Cleans, sanitises & lifts pile like new

Odours, germs & viruses removed

Carpets ready straight away

zerodrytime.comzerodrytime.com

Dry carpet cleaning
Upholstery cleaning
Leather restoration
Hard floor cleaning
Wood floor restoration
Ultra Guard protection

One of the most professional services I have ever come across! 
Highly recommend the Zero Dry Time team for anyone wanting 
their carpets cleaned, in terms of value for money, punctuality, 
end result & customer service.

“ “
What we do:What we do:

Start Spring with aStart Spring with a  
Fresh Clean HomeFresh Clean Home

Get your 
main room or 
3-piece suite  

cleaned 

5500%%  OOFFFF  
on all further  

carpeted 
rooms

Call Liz todayCall Liz today  
07963 665 414
0800 180 4984

@ zdtcrewestoke
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HOW THE WORLD CHANGED
Well, the last twelve months, what a time it’s been 

The world in chaos because of Covid-19 
Normality suspended as things changed each day 

No usual mix of work, rest and play

Then from this darkness new heroes emerged 
In the nick of time, we were nearing the verge 

Maybe providing meals, or helping us to get fit or sing 
Just ordinary people doing extraordinary things

Delivering goods, transporting us around 
Bringing the post, doing newspaper rounds 

Emptying bins and removing the waste 
Emergency services still keeping us safe

Making, producing, constructing, from whatever they’d got 
Or still teaching our children and pre-school tots 

As the scientists battled to produce the jab 
That would steer us away from a world gone mad

There was Captain Sir Tom, sadly no longer here 
Inspiring an army of others and bringing such cheer 

Such selfless actions and all doing their bit 
As the virus geared up for another hit

But a second wave or mutations couldn’t dim 
These wonderful people, determined to win 

And there at the front leading the best 
Were Social Care and the NHS

They toiled for us all through day and night 
They did all that they could - even gave their own lives 

How do we re-pay them, where do we start, 
When “Thank you” won’t do even meant from the heart

We must take this chance that they’ve sent our way, 
To continue to sing, dance, love and play 

We can never forget them, remember we must 
For without there may be no me, you and us.

So many people from all walks of life have done so much to support and help others during 
the pandemic; it has been really heart-warming to witness.  We will all want to acknowledge 
and thanks to so many individuals, organisations and agencies but perhaps this little poem 
will go some way to say “Thank you” to those too numerous to mention.

If you can walk or sit on it, we 
can clean, seal or restore it!

Spots & stains gone

Cleans, sanitises & lifts pile like new

Odours, germs & viruses removed

Carpets ready straight away

zerodrytime.comzerodrytime.com

Dry carpet cleaning
Upholstery cleaning
Leather restoration
Hard floor cleaning
Wood floor restoration
Ultra Guard protection

One of the most professional services I have ever come across! 
Highly recommend the Zero Dry Time team for anyone wanting 
their carpets cleaned, in terms of value for money, punctuality, 
end result & customer service.

“ “
What we do:What we do:

Start Spring with aStart Spring with a  
Fresh Clean HomeFresh Clean Home

Get your 
main room or 
3-piece suite  

cleaned 

5500%%  OOFFFF  
on all further  

carpeted 
rooms

Call Liz todayCall Liz today  
07963 665 414
0800 180 4984

@ zdtcrewestoke
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JEAN FRYERS GOOD NEWS

HI! Everyone. I 
am thrilled to be 
writing for Village 
Life Magazine 
once more and 
we are able to 
get it distributed 

again. It has been a frustrating year 
for our groups not being able to 
meet and support the community 
as previously but we have done as 
much as we can to keep going.

The Werrington Young Persons 
Support Group has not been able 
to continue to run the Youth Club or 
put on the annual Fun Day but we 
hope to resume both as soon as 
we can. However we were still able 
to continue with our KIDZ2KIDZ 
Christmas appeal working with 

local Co ops again. I would like 
to welcome Laura Bailey the new 
manager at our Co op who is eager 
to continue being involved with 
what we do. Thank you Laura. We 
had so many toys donated from 

customers at Co ops in the area for 
children who would otherwise have 
no presents to open on Christmas 
day we were overwhelmed by 
their generosity. This photograph 
shows staff from participating Co 
ops delivering the toys. The one 
oposite shows some of the toys we 
received which were all distributed.

We were also able to donate 

£2,700 to needy parents in the 
Staffrdshire Moorlands  who are in 
refuges with childre to buy essential 
items as they go there with nothing. 
Our thanks goes to The Red Cow 
Golf Society who once more, 
despite the current difficulties and 
pouring rain on the day, held a golf 
day to help boost our funds and to 
the Co op for  thir support.

Despite Lockdown and the 
restrictions it placed on people 
gathering together The Werrington 
Volunteers Support Group were 
determined to go ahead with our 
annual Poppy Project to pay tribute 
to those who served or lost their 
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lives in two World Wars. So this 
year we simplified the project and 
put up the three Poppied Arches 
which I hope gave a focus to those 

who wanted to remember in quiet 
solitude reflection. Unfortunately no 
Remebrance Sunday Service could 
be held or the refreshments in the 
Village Hall, neither was the library 
open where we always raise funds 
for the Royal British Legion but we 
did manage to give a scaled down 
donation.  

I must thank David Gray for all his 
logistical help with this. We also 
managed to replace the planter 
and Christmas tree outside the 
Co op.Although the tree is small 
it was the largest that could be 
guaranteed to grow on year on 
year. New lights were bought for 
this tree, the one at the top of 
Johnstone Ave and the Jubille 
Garden. As there is no power 
supply there battery operated lights 
have to be used which are not as 
bright but I hope they brought a 
little cheer to all who saw them. 

Once againn thanks to David Gray 
for all his help. 

Finally I would like to thank all 
those who have helped our 
community throughout this strange, 
unprecendented year and hope 
it isn’t long before everything is 
restored to normal. Thank you 
everyone and stay safe.   

Werrington based gardening service. 
Professional and friendly, will take 

on all aspects of gardening and 
outdoor maintenance.

Call Andy Sherratt on 07876 829813 
Or like us on Facebook.



WONDERFUL WERRINGTON

One of the joys of being County 
Councillor for Werrington is that you 
become involved in and become aware 
of so many of the things that go on.

For me it has always been a privilege 
to represent the village but this has 
become even more so over the past few 
months when a wonderful community 
spirit has taken on the virus . . . and 
won! My congratulations go to everyone 
involved in what I can only describe as 
being a remarkable achievement where 
folk have risen to the challenge and 
looked out for each other. 

Additionally, the doctors have won with 
“JCB JABS”, the Werrington Volunteers 

have completed its Garden Therapy 
Lodges, the Village Hall has had a 
miraculous make-over so all is ready to 
go when we can. 

Further thanks have to go to all the local 
businesses that have gone above and 
beyond, along with the street volunteers’ 
team and more recently the Werrington 
Food Support Project. 

There are so many more that I simply 
can’t mention them all! It really is a 
privilege to be with Werrington.

County Councillor and 
Werrington Volunteer 
Group member Ross 
Ward
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68 Liverpool Road, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST4 1BG
01782 847952            www.geens.co.uk             info@geens.co.uk

Geens are the first chartered accountants in North Staffordshire to be licensed to 

offer Probate services. We have over 130 years’ experience and expertise in taxation, 

accounts and financial matters.

Contact us today to find out more:

What you can expect from us:

A dedicated accountant 
Assigned to personally manage your affairs from start to finish

Tax efficiency review
To help identify potential savings

Simple fees – no hidden costs or commissions
You only pay for the service and advice you need - we never charge a 
percentage of the estate

Probate Services you can trust

01782 847952

www.geens.co.uk
info@geens.co.uk
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WERRINGTON PRIMARY MOVES POSITIVELY FORWARD

The item below 
has come from 
Philip McLauchlan, 
Headteacher at 
Werrington Primary 
School and in view of 
the many problems 
the school has to 

face readers should find this uplifting and 
reassuring for the future of our younger 
generation. Well done to everyone at the 
school.

The realities that you all face as parents/
carers are challenging. We are fortunate to 
have lots of communication with all of our 
parents and the frustration and tiredness is 
obvious. Many staff are feeling the same as 
they are trying to organise home learning 
for their own children whilst also trying to 
teach both in school and provide online 
content.

We understand that we do not live in an 
ideal world so some days you will need to 
say enough is enough and we are going to 
do something together as a family instead 
of staring at screens. You, like us, will have 

seen numerous people from both sides of 
the political divide saying that children are 
‘falling behind’ in their education – I say to 
you, ‘Don’t worry’. The teaching of deeper 
subject content will increase as soon as we 
can have our wonderful young people back 
in and we will ‘catch up’ where we need to. 
Trust us. 

The things that are being missed that make 
us the saddest are the trips out, the sports 
fixtures, the drama performances, and 
the socialisation with friends and all of the 
joy that comes along with being a young 
person going through school life. Right now, 
we all just need to manage as best we can; 
remembering that your best does not need 
to be compared to anyone else.

The news after half term should hopefully 
start to be more positive and that will make 
a massive difference to how we all feel.

Philip McLauchlan
Headteacher

Werrington Primary School

WERRINGTON PRE-SCHOOL 

What a year it has been! 
We are fully open and 
have recently enjoyed 
exploring themes like 
Winter, Chinese New Year 
and People Who Help Us. 
For the children, life in 

the pre-school has changed very little 
due to the pandemic. It is a safe place 
where the children can play, learn and 

enjoy themselves away from all the 
worries of recent events. They can be 
children. Our routines and procedures 
allow for safe and fun play. We are now 
taking bookings for September 2021 
and cannot wait to meet new friends and 
families. If you are interested in some 
more information please get in touch 
with Kirsty on 07929 904175.
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A MESSAGE FROM KAREN BRADLEY

At the time of writing this article we are 
all following national restrictions and 
though of course, this means that I am 
unable to do physical visits to schools, I 
was pleased to be invited to take part in 
a virtual assembly at Werrington Primary 
School recently.

I joined representatives from Parent 
Zone and Google to provide a welcome 
message for the livestream assembly 
they delivered on Be Internet Legends 
- the programme designed to help 
children from all over the UK learn about 
online safety.  

Be Internet Legends is aimed at Key 
Stage 2 children, consists of a free 
PSHE Association accredited curriculum 
pack, a new teaching module on 
Digital Wellbeing, nationwide teacher 
training workshops, local professional 
roundtables, engaging family activities 

specifically aimed at parents and a fun 
interactive assembly for primary schools. 
The programme teaches children five 
key pillars to remember whilst being 
online; to be sharp, alert, secure, kind 
and brave.

With the current restrictions and children 
using the internet more and more, it is so 
important for children to learn all about 
online safety. It may be that a friend or 
someone they know is not being nice 
online or someone is trying to get them 
to do something they don’t want to do 
or they are worried or anxious about 
something and don’t know what to do.
It is so important that they are aware not 
only of the fantastic benefits of internet 
to learn and explore but also how to 
stay safe online and I thank parent Zone 
and Google for organising this fantastic 
assembly for the children at Werrington 
Primary.
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Greetings 
and a 
belated 
Happy 
New year! 

This time 
last year 
we were 

planning a flower festival, 
gospel concert, Easter 
services and many more 
events. Of course, things 
didn’t go according to plan. 

It’s impossible today to 
provide any dates for 
things that we might be 
able to do in church over 
the next few months. As I 
write this, our churches are 
closed on Sundays, and 
probably won’t be open 
for some time yet. It’s very 
sad to have to say that, but 
we decided it’s for the best 
for our congregations and 
for the village communities 
as a whole. 

But it’s not all negative. 
We’ve kept in touch on 
the telephone, and many 
of our church activities 
have moved online. 
Our church website, 
wwrbenefice.wordpress.

com or wwrchurches.com 
has links to many of these 
things. 

We offer a short recorded 
service on YouTube every 
Sunday at 11 am (as we 
have since last March). 
There’s also Messy 
Church on YouTube. 

Most of our other online 
activity is on Zoom, which 
allows us to see each 
other. We meet for a virtual 
coffee after the service; we 
have morning prayer on 
weekdays at 9; prayers at 
noon on Thursdays; and 
various other meetings like 
a Lent study starting soon. 

You are of course invited! 
(All details are on the 
Zoom page on the 
website.) 

So church is different, but 
is still happening. There’s 
no substitute for getting 
together in person, but we 
do what we can. God is 
still God and is there for us 
whatever we face in this 
world. 

Hopefully we’ll have more 
good news in the next 
issue…

God bless,

Revd. Michael Follin

By the 
time 
you are 
reading 
this article 
Christmas, 
New 
Year and, 

hopefully, the winter 
weather will be in the 
past.  It has been a 
difficult time for everyone 
and no less so for our 
church.  We were able to 
open during December, 
although our usual 
Christmas services were 
curtailed and then we 
went, once more, into 
lockdown.We have only 
closed the church when 
instructed to do so by 
either the government 
or the heirarchy of the 
Methodist Church.

Now that many of us have 
had the covid vaccine and 
restrictions are likely to be 
relaxed we look foreward 
to joining together again 
for collective worship.  
We have felt it important, 
for the well-being of 
our congregation, that 
things stay as normal 
as possible.  However, 
because of the limitations 
imposed by social 

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

Werrington 
Methodist 
Church

St Philip’s 
and 
St John’s
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distancing we are only 
able to accommodate 
about half of those who 
want to come to our 
weekly services.  We 
have, therefore, been 
forced to resort to an 
“invitation” system 
which has enabled us, 
generally, to attend every 
other week.  It is not an 
ideal situation because 
some things have to be 
repeated on consecutive 
Sundays and some 
people will inevitably miss 
specific dates.  Alas, it 
can’t be helped.

We are constantly 
focused  on the future. 
Will everything be back to 
normal in time for Easter?  
Will we be organising 
the Open Gardens?  The 
answer, of course, is 
that we don’t know, but 
once we are given the 
“all clear” it will be “all 
systems go” and we will 
quickly put the horrors of 
the pandemic behind us.

I have been asked several 
times where God is in all 
of this.  My reply is that 
God is not in the event 
but in the response.  God 

is leading us through, 
showing us the way, 
holding the light at the 
end of the tunnel.  We 
thank Him for being by 
our sides during these 
difficult times, we thank 
Him for granting wisdom 
to the scientists who have 
developed the vaccines 
and we thank Him for 
being our constant refuge, 
not just during these dark 
days but for all time.  So 
now we move forward, 
as always, in faith and in 
love.

John Smith

WERRINGTON BOWLING GREEN HISTORY by Tony McNicol

In 1999 The P.C were asked if we could provide a Bowling Club for people in 
Werrington. We looked into it and decided yes we could possibly afford to provide a 
club, but we could not afford to maintain it (because that is where the real expense 
is in a bowling club). 

Roy Dulson & Gordon Lounds came to a Council Meeting & asked the Council 
if we would help them to provide a club they would maintain it. The Council said 
that it would give them the use of a piece of land on the Meigh Road P.F. free of 
charge & gave them £5000 to start a club off, 
but explained to them that they would have 
to look after it themselves, and accept full 
responsibility for it, which they agreed to do. 

I was Chairman at the time and suggested 
that we should charge them a peppercorn rent 
of £10 pounds per year for it, If we didn’t, in 
the future the club could say that the Council 
had given them the land, but by charging a 
peppercorn rent it would prove that the Parish 
Council still owned the land. 

More information from - 
 werringtonparish@gmail.com or  
07775 328903
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January      152   
February   184    
March     7    
April     68       

May      9     
June    111         
July    53
August    178       

September   168     
October   116      
November    81         
December   132

WERRINGTON COMMUNITY LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS:

REMEMBER YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT!

WERRINGTON COMMUNITY LOTTERY

During the lockdown the lottery has continued to be drawn each month and re-
minders have been sent out when each person’s numbers are due (if you pay by 
standing order this money has been collected as usual thank you).We appear to be 
missing some renewals. This may be because that person has sadly passed away, 
may have moved or forgotten to send in their remittance, if for any reason this has 
happened do not worry all is not lost, please contact me on 01782 303587 and I can 
reinstate your numbers collect your money and then you will be able to be entered 
for the next draw.

Many congratulations to all the winners, and a special thank you to all members for 
their support. 

If anyone would like to increase the amount of numbers they hold, or know someone 
who wants to join the Lottery, please feel free to call me on 01782 303587
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Time served with over
28 years experience

References available on request

Clean, Friendly, Reliable Service
All aspects covered
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FUNDED COVID-19 SUPPORT GIVEN DESPITE LOCKDOWNS 
THANKS TO SPECIAL WERRINGTON PROGRAMME

The Library & Wellbeing Committee would 
like to extend grateful thanks for their 
tremendous support during recent months to;
1. Lisa and Rachel from On The Horizon 

Counselling Services (OTHC),
2. Beckie from Crossroads Care 

Staffordshire (CC) and
3. Lou (Brighter Futures) and the 

Werrington Surgery’s Social 
Prescribing Link Worker (SPLW)

Though the regular Wellbeing Programme 
of activities was suspended in mid-
March 2020 due to the pandemic, we are 
delighted that a special Covid-19 Response 
Programme has been able to operate 
over recent month thanks to the above 
individuals.
After successfully bidding for funding from 
both the National Lottery Community Fund 
and Staffordshire County Council’s “Doing 

Our Bit” fund, our Wellbeing Coordinator 
worked in partnership with OTHC, CC and 
our SPLW to put together a programme of 
counselling support – including therapeutic 
art if wanted, and respite care where 
requested to help individuals, couples or 
small family groups to cope with the impact 
of the pandemic.  
Following advertising in the Leek Post & 
Times, on Moorlands Radio and via the 
Staffordshire Connects website, quite a 
number of residents took up the offer of 
support, supplemented by referrals from our 
SPLW. The professional counselling was 
available in person as regulations allowed, 
online and on the telephone.
We are delighted that we have been able 
to help and support residents in this way 
during such challenging times. Thanks to 
everyone.

SCAM EMAILS ABOUT CORONAVIRUS

We’ve received reports that scam emails linked to Coronavirus 
are being circulated by fake research organisations who state they are affiliated 
with the Centre for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the World Heath 
Organisation (WHO).The scam email contains a link, supposedly to a list of 
Coronavirus infected people in the recipient’s area, but in reality this is a link to a 
malicious website. In some cases the person who clicks on the link is also asked 
to make a payment in Bitcoin. Please be aware of any suspicious emails and avoid 
clicking links when you do not know the sender. 

If you receive any suspicious emails about Coronavirus you can contact Action Fraud 
on 0300 123 2040 or report it on their website www.actionfraud.police.uk
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WERRINGTON WASPS ALL 
READY TO STING INTO ACTION!

Werrington has Seven Wasp teams starting 
from U7s to U17s . The Wasps were 
progressing and forming new teams through 
our community football coaching until the 
endorsed lockdowns due to the Covid 
Pandemic . All of the teams were enjoying 

their football with various levels of success but the newly formed U7s Blacks were 
outstanding until the lockdown P10  W8  D2  L0. Hopefully the teams will be able to 
train and play fixtures again very soon.  - Howard Rylands

THE WERRINGTON MYSTERY CRAFTER STRIKES AGAIN 
AND ITS JUST GREAT!

The Washerwall Postbox has developed into an art gallery by a mystery crafter who 
has made it a centre of attraction and its just wonderful. So whoever you are thanks 
a million for giving everyone such great pleasure. Nice to have such a treat which 
just goes to show that our fantastic community spirit is alive and kicking and that 
there is still fun out there. So big thanks to whoever you are . . . “mail” or “femail” !!!

Thank you for whoever went to the trouble to put up the Anti-Dog-
Poo Station at the Jubilee & Memorial Garden Green. Sadly this 
appears to have become a bigger problem than ever all over the 
Village. There have also been instances of full dog poo bags just 
abandoned on the pavement and in hedgerows. There is a danger 
of people slipping on it and falling, pushchair and mobility scooter 
wheels picking it up and carrying it with them which could spread 
disease. It’s part of a dog owner’s responsibilities to clear up after 
their pet and there are several identified dog waste bins in the Village so there’s 
really no excuse. Lets keep Werrington clean in everyone’s interests. It is a pity 
when so much good is going on that some dog owners are letting us down.

KEEP WERRINGTON POO FREE
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW PHARMASIST 

Things seem to have got off to a really good start 
with the new owner of Werrington Pharmacy who 
has praised the people of Werrington for making him 
so very welcome – and with good reason as one of 
the first things he has done is to introduce a long 
awaited delivery service for which he has already 
purchased a new van – so the show really is on the road!

The man in question is Nicky Patel who already 
operates a number of pharmacies in Nottingham and 
Derbyshire and who wants to become involved in the 
community and so has offered to join forces with the 
Library Wellbeing Centre and the Surgery which will 
enable an even wider range of wellbeing services to be 
offered.
This can be nothing but really good news so we whole-
heartedly welcome Nicky and his team to our village and 

look forward to hearing more from him as he has offered to contribute to Village Life 
with up-dates on pharmacy services which will help us all.

Repairs, MOT and Servicing to any make of vehicle
www.ashbankgarage.co.uk   •   01782 303926

Supporting car owners since 1969Supporting car owners since 1969

ASHBANK GARAGE LTD
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REASONS TO BE CHEERFUL

1. Spring is just around the corner.
2. It’s time to put your gardening plans into action.
3. If you’re careful you can do that with minimal effort.

It is one of the greatest truisms in life that “TO FAIL TO PLAN IS TO PLAN TO FAIL 
“. The pursuit of developing a successful garden plan for the year is to ensure that 
the plants you need are ordered early enough. So please examine your needs, 
peruse the Catalogues or internet and put your order in time to avoid the need for 
substitutes.

Avoid unnecessary work, now or in the season by,

A. Limiting digging where possible. In now dig less than 10% of my garden.
B. Limit pruning wherever possible (remember spring flowering shrubs are NOT 
pruned until AFTER flowering.)
C. Don’t tie spring flowering bulb foliage into knots or cut it back to the soil (both 
practices reduce next year’s crop of flowers.
D. Do remove perennial weeds on sight and hoe off annual weeds before applying 
an annual mulch 3” deep to control further weed emergence. This will significantly 
reduce work later on.
E. Order plants which are self-supporting.

Take joy from the spring flowers which are now emerging, Primulas , Polyanthus, 
Snowdrops etc and remember the joys of last year and those 
that are to come.

Have a great season.

Joe Smith



The team at 
Werrington Village 
Surgery have 
been delighted to 
take part in the 
Covid Vaccination 
programme. They 
quickly answered 
the call in early 
December to set 

up a local vaccination centre and JCB 
Cheadle was fantastic at quickly offering 
a site. Because of the logistics and 
specialist equipment needed the first 
centres needed to cater for a population 
of 30-50K residents. Werrington worked 
with local practices in the Moorlands. Dr 
Deepa Muthumanickam and Dr Sreedhar 

Gubbi  both GP Partners at Werrington 
Village Surgery are the Clinical Directors 
for the group of practices. They have both 
been amazing in making this happen, 
and after countless hours, blood sweat 
and tears - the first Werrington patient  
received a Covid Jab on 18th December 
2020.
 
The team at Werrington  just wanted to 
get everyone protected as quickly as 
possible just  got on with the task, as well 
as keeping the practice running.  This 
meant countless very long days and 
working weekends. Werrington patients 
have been wonderful in reacting so 
quickly and the smiles on patients faces 
once they have had the jab has made it 
worthwhile.
Joy Brassington
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JCB JABS

Sister Alsion Davies smiling at 
the Covid Vaccination clinic

This is our nurse 
Lisa Waimar who is 
Werrington born & 
bred and still lives 
in Werrington giving 
the Covid jab to her  
grandmother Ivy 
Shenton of Meigh 
Road Werrington.

Strange man getting his jab – 
who is it? Its David your Editor!

Jean Shaw getting her vaccine
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WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
It is great to have the Village Life newsletter back after such a 
difficult year.  Despite the challenging circumstances, and in 
many cases personal heartache, it has been amazing to see that 
community spirit is alive and well in Werrington.

The Council’s Street Volunteer scheme has been an overwhelming 
success, with many residents supported with food delivery, 
prescription collections or just a friendly face during self-isolation.  In 

fact, the scheme has had such a positive impact that it has been recognised not only by 
the District and County Councils, but was also reported on by the BBC Midlands news.

The Werrington Power Fund, the Council’s grant scheme to support residents during 
the pandemic, has provided grants to Werrington Primary School and Moorside High 
School, to purchase laptops for Werrington students unable to access remote learning.  
The Primary school also received a grant for the children to create a ‘commemorative 
garden’.  The 105th Werrington Scout Group has also received a grant, and a 
donation was made to the Royal Stoke Hospital.

Behind the scenes, the Council have been progressing the Meigh Road Pump Track 
project and are waiting to hear if a funding application has been successful. Fingers 
crossed!  This will bring a much-needed facility for young people to the playing fields.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

Council meetings are currently being held using Zoom.  They are held on the 2nd 
Monday of each month, usually at 6.30pm.  A copy of the agenda will be available on 
the website, on the new Council noticeboard, and on our Facebook page.  A link to 
the meeting is provided at the top of the agenda.

LOGO COMPETITION

The Parish Council are holding a competition for Werrington children and young 
people to design a new logo.  Information has been provided to Werrington Primary 
and Moorside High Schools about how to take part.  The design must include 
the Werrington windmill, and be all your own work.  Prizes will be awarded to the 
winners of each group – KS1, KS2 and KS3 (high school), with the overall winner 
receiving a framed copy of their design.

To enter, send your design to werringtonparish@gmail.com with your name, age, 
address and contact number. 

Closing date for entries is midday on Monday 5th April 2021
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VILLAGE HALL POISED TO RE-OPEN AS SOON AS IT CAN

Continuing the committee’s on-going 
programme of maintenance and 
refurbishment the Village Hall continues to 
take advantage of the present situation to 
improve and develop the facility so that it 
can re-open at literally a moment’s notice. 
Unlike many our Village Hall is in excellent 
condition thanks to this on-going renewal 
plan and really is a jewel in our crown. 
Big thanks must go to Pauline and Derek 
Fielding who put in a tremendous amount 
of time and effort to make this possible – it 
is so good that we have special folk like 
these two.

WHERE WE ARE

Prior to the first lockdown the Village Hall 
was averaging 5 regular functions each 
weekday and one each Saturday and 
Sunday plus ad hoc bookings. After March 
2020 the hall was closed down completely 
until 2nd September when Preschool 
returned. On 5th October a few of our 
regulars returned and on 24th October a 
new group, Archery, joined the Village Hall.

By the beginning of November all activities 
except Preschool had stopped. On 5th 
and 6th December the Archers returned 
and continued twice weekly until 27th 
December. On 29th December Staffs 
County Council joined the Village Hall for 
regular Covid Testing sessions. These 

Testings’ continued through to 2021.
The current situation is; we are left with 
Preschool 5 days per week and Covid 
Testing Twice a week.

PREPARE FOR THE FUTURE

One day we will be back in style and 
folk are already making sure that their 
bookings are safe and potential new hirers 
are being put on a waiting list and will be 
accepted on a first-come-first-served basis 
so if you want to make sure there is room 
for you – in our Village Hall which is now 
better than ever - 

it would be wise to contact Derek 
Fielding without delay by e-mail -derek.
fieldingat2@gmail.com – or by phone on 
01782 303093.

Pauline 
and Derek 
Fielding
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The Willow Veterinary Clinic

Years of surgical experience 
with modern fully equipped surgical suites. 

Special interest in treating eye cases - the practices 
are equipped with a vast array of ophthalmic equipment. 

24 hour on-site EMERGENCY service
provision for our registered clients.

Feel free to call the practice for more information 
or to arrange a visit to tour our facilities.

State of the art diagnostic facilities including colour

in-house blood analysis. 
ultrasound, endoscopy and bronchoscopy,  doppler 

C.D.Curry BVSc GPCert 
(Ophthal) MRCVS
V.Poole MA VetMB GPCert 
(EM&S) MRCVS

J. GILMAN & SON
QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN

      Rewires
      Outdoor Lighting/sockets
      Mains Changes
      Sockets
      Lighting
      Showers
      CCTV
      Alarm systems

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SALES AND REPAIRS
DAVID RILEY

21WHITMORE AVENUE
WERRINGTON

MOB:- 07976 785233

WWEERRRRIINNGGTTOONN  

HHAANNDDYYMMAANN  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

FULLY INSURED 

RELIABLE & HONEST 

DBS CHECKED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

CALL DAVE ON  

0077992255  885522888877  
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OUR WONDERFUL WERRINGTON LIBRARY WILL OPEN ITS 
DOORS AGAIN SOON

We had a good year throughout 2019, membership increased again.  
Our young members eagerly took part in the National Summer 
Reading Challenge and the number who completed it equalled the 
|National average.

Things started off well in 2020, but then took a turn for the worst.

We were saddened when one of our most ardent supporters and two of 
our much loved and valued volunteers passed away, they are all missed very much.

Our volunteers have been much missed.  Thankfully we have been able to keep in 
touch through social media but look forward to being able to meet each other in person.

We were planning to celebrate four years as a Community Managed Library and 
arranging events to celebrate VE Day and VJ Day, then Covid 19 raised its ugly head 
and we were closed by lockdown.

When restrictions eased in early July we began planning for re-opening.  This involved 
a tremendous amount of work preparing Risk Assessments and “road maps” for all the 
Library processes.  

With approval of our plans by SCC, who provided us with protective equipment we were 
able to open on a very limited basis at the beginning of September.

After a couple of weeks we added a few more opening hours and were at a point where 
we could start to offer the use of other services when the second lockdown commenced.

It was unfortunate that we have had to remain closed for so long, but following the 
announcement by the Prime Minister this week we plan to re-open on 12 April.

You will be able to browse for your own books, use a computer and request photo-
copying.  Anyone not feeling confident to do this will be able to order books on the 
telephone or on-line.  Initially we will open on Tuesday afternoon from 2.00pm to 
5.00pm; Friday from 10.00am to1.00pm and 2.00pm to 5.00 pm; and Saturday morning 
from 10.00am to 12.00 noon.  Social distancing, wearing face covers and sanitizing will, 
of course still apply.  The hours will be increased in due course.

Thank you to all 
our wonderful 
volunteers who 
have supported us.  
We look forward to 
seeing you back in 
the Library soon.
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Launched in early 2021 is a brand new 
online radio service for the Staffordshire 
Moorlands. Churnet Sound will be 
launching online to broadcast local 
content for the moorlands made by 
locals. The service will be accessible to 
all via our dedicated smartphone apps, 
Alexa skills or via our website at www.
churnetsound.co.uk. 
The station will be available 24/7 
with live and local content. We will be 
providing a voice for local organisations 
across the area and will be actively 
promoting local causes that support 
thousands of north Staffordshire 
residents. Alongside this we will be 
helping people stay in touch with what’s 
going on in the are with regular local 
news bulletins on air and on our website. 
The station will be run by volunteers 

who are passionate about the area. 
We actively welcome volunteers of all 
interests and abilities to help provide the 
service which will be combating social 
isolation across the Moorlands. 
To listen head over to the website. www.
churnetsound.co.uk, download our free 
app from your phone and tablets App 
Store or ask Alexa to open Churnet 
sound radio. We look forward to hearing 
from you and joining us on our journey.

Local lad and Churnet Presenter Matt 
Hill taken at our Funday along with Jean 
Fryer and Alison Morgan
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Continuing the series on former 
residents of Ash Grove.

Speaking to 
people about 
Ash Grove, a 
name that has 
cropped up 
several times 
is that of Idris 
Isaac. Strictly 
speaking 
Idris and his 
family were 
not residents 

of Ash Grove but lived in the corner 
house, which is actually 205 Ash Bank 
Road, but what I was hearing about him 
encouraged me to investigate further.

Idris was born in 1915 and grew 
up in the Rhondda Valley, South 
Wales. He became a member of the 
Pharmaceutical Society and moved to 
this area in the late 1930’s, taking up a 
position with Gilbert Snow, the chemist 
in Werrington Road, Bucknall. It was 
while he was working there that he met 
his future wife Kay Callear, who lived 
in Northwood. The war determined that 
they would not marry for a few more 
years.

Idris enlisted quite soon after the 
outbreak of hostilities and served a 
few months in the Royal Army Medical 
Corps, before transferring to the King’s 
Liverpool Regiment in 1941. After 
attending Officer Cadet training, he 
gained a commission in the Royal Welch 
Fusiliers at the beginning of 1943.

In June 1943 he attended a Preliminary 
Training Camp for the Special 

Operations Executive and was 
subsequently accepted by SOE as 
a trainee instructor. His subsequent 
commando style training would have 
included the use of sub-machine guns 
and pistols at close quarters, unarmed 
combat, bridge, railway and industrial 
sabotage, parachuting, using radios, 
codes and ciphers, and other skills 
essential to operating with resistance 
forces in enemy occupied territory. He 
finished this training in October 1943 
and was subsequently promoted to 1st 
Lieutenant. 

Idris spent time at several SOE 
establishments throughout the country, 
but in March 1944 he was posted to 
Milton Hall, near Peterborough, where 
special training for a covert operation 
codenamed JEDBURGH had been 
taking place. The small JEDBURGH 
teams generally consisted of an 
American or British Officer, an officer 
from the country where the team was 
to be deployed and a radio operator. 
The teams were trained to work alone 
and deep within enemy territory. Their 
role was to prove crucial in Operation 
Overlord, which began, of course, on 
D-Day. During the Battle of Normandy 
93 such teams were deployed in French 
territory.

In August 1944 Idris was promoted 
to the rank of Captain and on 27 
September HMS Urania dropped him 
and his JEDBURGH team, codenamed 
FRANK, on the beach at Sable 
d’Olonne, South West France, with the 
intention of harassing troops in the La 
Rochelle area as part of the allied siege 
of that city, which was an important 

ASH GROVE SPECIAL OPERATIONS           



www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Page 31
German Naval base. In December 1944 
he returned from that mission and, as he 
had no wish to volunteer for service with 
the SOE in the Far East, he returned 
to his regiment. However a short-term 
Captain’s posting became available at 
HMS Mount Stewart, a Naval Special 
Operations training base in Devon, 
where Royal Navy ratings were prepared 
for “Irregular Warfare” in the Far East. 
Idris accepted the position, which 
finished in July 1945, by which time of 
course there was no further need of his 
very specialised services.

On his return to Stoke on Trent, Idris 

married Kay at St Mary’s Church in 
Bucknall. Idris went on to do very well 
for himself, becoming the owner of the 
Chemist’s in Bucknall, along with others 
in the area, including the Chemist’s in 
Werrington.

Idris enjoyed horse racing and became 
acquainted with Alex Bird, a professional 
punter. In his book “The Life and Secrets 
of a Professional Punter” Alex Bird 
describes Idris as “A calculating man 
with a broad Welsh accent and a sharp 
brain, both for dispensing prescriptions 
and taking on the bookies.” As Idris was 
so good at “form”, which he studied 
closely, he became very good at taking 

on the bookies, who eventually refused 
to take bets from him. Undaunted, 
he developed a telephone network of 
associates, who would place bets on 
his behalf. On behalf of Alex Bird, Idris 
and his network placed one such bet of 
£650. The horse came in at 20-1! A good 
friend of both Alex and Idris was Billy 
Carter who I believe lived in the house 
at the end of Ash Hall drive, opposite 
the Lodge, and who was also very much 
interested in horse racing.

Idris also enjoyed snooker, and this 
picture, taken at Ash Bank Country Club 
(Ash Hall?) shows Idris and Billy Carter 
with Ray Reardon and Joe Davis.

Many thanks to Idris and Kay’s family, 
especially daughter Judy, for their 
invaluable help.

If anyone has any comments, further 
information or photos relating to Ash 
Grove, please get in touch with Steve 
Williams on 07903 746410 or at 
mrstevewilliams@hotmail.com

EDITORS NOTE - Small world. When 
I was a boy we lived in Mynors Street, 
Northwood and Kay Callear was the girl 
next door. Years later when I worked at 
Photopia International the MD Charles 
Strasser arranged a special visit for 
Idris who somehow knew I worked there 
and asked if he could meet me and I 
finished up taking him on the tour. He 
told me that when they first moved into 
Ash Grove/Ash Bank they didn’t have 
a telephone but they made good use 
of the Phone Box by their house on 
the main road and Kay would ring him 
at the chemist shop he then had in the 
Ironmarket, Newcastle to see what time 
he would be home - David.



“Call us today f� y�r �ee quotati�”
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 01782 768982   LEEK: 01538 269333
CONGLETON: 01260 221551   STONE: 01785 594342

UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - FASCIAS/SOFFITS/GUTTERING - GARAGE DOORS - CONSERVATORIES
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• Double Glazed Units | Glass
• Repairs | Security Upgrades
• Locks | Handles | Hinges
• Letterboxes | Furniture
• Upvc Door Panels
• Locksmith Service

MISTED UP
DOUBLE

GLAZING ?
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W INDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
UPVC |  ALUMINIUM |  WOOD

• Double Glazed Units | Glass
• Repairs | Security Upgrades
• Locks | Handles | Hinges
• Letterboxes | Furniture
• Upvc Door Panels
• Locksmith Service

UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - FASCIAS/SOFFITS/GUTTERING - GARAGE DOORS - CONSERVATORIES

20%
OFF

OR +
Made to measure | Price includes VAT & Fitting | Insurance backed guarantee included

FINALLY - CHOOSE ANY OF THESE COLOURS

All frames are White inside & out. Price subject to Survey

FRONT DOOR FRONT DOOR BACK DOOR

+
FRONT DOOR GLASS OPTIONS ONLY

=
OTHER DOOR STYLES, GLASS
AND COLOUR OPTIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL
COST. CONTACT US FOR MORE 
DETAILS . LIMITED TIME OFFER.

/WerringtonCommunityLibraryandWellbeingCentre
/WerringtonCommunityGroupandVillageLifeStaffordshire


