
YOUR community YOUR community 
magazinemagazine

Summer 2021Summer 2021

V ILLAGE LiFEVILLAGE LiFE  

Exclusively provided free for the communities of Werrington, Cellarhead and Wetley 
Rocks - by the Werrington Community Volunteers.

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk



THIS NEW SERVICE HAS PROVED A BIG SUCCESS  
NEW DATES BEING ADDED 

BOOK NOW ON 01782 622546

As many residents know getting a 
hearing test can be a problem and 
as a result there is a large number of 
people are not receiving the service they 
need. This can lead to social isolation, 
particularly in elderly people, and there’s 
evidence that the use of hearing aids 
can reduce the risk of dementia.

The Werrington Wellbeing Centre is 
delighted to announce the launch of a 
new service which will be operated by 
Ridgways one of the leading specialists 
in hearing care. Village Life Editor David 
Shaw said that he was particularly 
pleased to “hear” the news as he is a 
Ridgway’s client and has benefitted 
greatly from their service so everyone 
can book with confidence.

The alliance comes after Craig 
Sandbrook, whose wife Wendy is Events 
Coordinator at the Werrington Wellbeing 
Community Voluntary Group, visited

Ridgway’s Hearing Care, in nearby 
Endon, to have hearing aids fitted.

Now Ridgway’s Hearing Care has 
joined forces with the volunteers to offer 
appointments in the lovely environment 
of the Garden Therapy Lodges at the 
Werrington Community Library and 
Wellbeing Centre when people need 
them.

Werrington residents can simply call 
Ridgway’s Hearing Care, which also 
has premises in Endon and Newcastle-
under-Lyme, to arrange an appointment.

There are no introductory fees and 
following your first visit you will get the 
expert advice you deserve and it’s easy 
to make a date – just call Ridgways on 
01782 622545. Hearing is believing!

Alison Ridgway owner of Ridgways 
Hearing Care
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The past year has 
been very difficult 
for many but there 
is a silver lining for 
Werrington as so much 
has been achieved as 
you will read as you 
go through this issue. 

The Werrington Garden Lodges are up 
and running, our new Sports Facility 
has been a remarkable success, the 
Primary School has achieved its aim of 
becoming an Academy, the library has 
now started to re-open, the village hall is 
ready for action and we will soon have 
a new Tommy Planter display on the 
crossroads, the list just goes on.

A very welcome development has been 
the influx of new volunteers which adds 
fresh talent and ability to our endeavors 
which means that we can embrace more 
projects for the benefit of all residents. 
We now have more volunteers than 
ever masterminding, developing and 

organising their own projects all based 
in the Community Library & Wellbeing 
Centre Hub. This really is great news.

But that not all. Werrington now has 
its own Estate Agency, specialist Cake 
Baker and the new folk at the Pharmacy 
have introduced a delivery service. All this 

plus the amazing JCB who 
have provided a vaccine 
facility par excellence 
in conjunction with our 
Village Surgery.

And finally I thought that you would like 
to know where the idea for the Village 
Centre Sports Facility came from. The 
suggestion was originally made to me by 
Kenn Griffiths and so we have to thank 
him for an idea which has given our area 
something really special. Thanks Kenn.

Werrington just gets better!

David

From the Editor ...Volunteers be praised

          Jiffy Bear is hiding somewhere in Village Life. Can you find him? >>>>>>>

Editor & Advertising:  David Shaw: david@dsaimaging.co.uk 
Administration: Donna Ruscoe: 01782 302840 or donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk
Design and Print: by VAST Digital: 01782 683030 or www.vast.org.uk

The next issue of Village Life is autumn 2021. Submission deadline for articles is  
29th August 2021 for delivery in October 2021

Citizens Advice Bureau is coming to Werrington Wellbeing 
Centre soon – call 01538 751816 for more details



Page 4

www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Werrington Wasps Community Coaching

All achieved 
without cost to 
residents and 
it raises funds 
for WASPS, 
the Werrington 
Community 
Library, 
Wellbeing 

Centre and Garden Therapy Lodges

Special report from Emily Woolley 
our new Sports Editor

Since the change of location in April 
2021, Werrington Community Coaching 
have increased in numbers each week, 
with between 50-70 children attending 
and enjoying their Saturday mornings at 
Werrington Primary School. Due to the 
generosity of both the Primary School 
and the Volunteers Group, Werrington 
Community Coaching has had the 
opportunity to flourish in their new 
home setting; something we are all very 
grateful for. 

Alongside this, our motivated and 
dedicated team of volunteer coaches 
help provide first-class football drills and 
activities. As an ex-pupil of Werrington 
Primary, myself, it has been an honour 
to be able to support and inspire young 
children to socialise and have fun, whilst 
also improving their football skills over 
the past couple of months and into the 
future weeks. 

Not only do we develop children’s fine 
motor skills through an array of warm 
up activities, but we also incorporate 
drills which are designed to improve 

confidence, resilience and fairness 
within the game. Having the ability to 
provide quality FA-Level coaching to 
local children is what continues to cause 
the Werrington Wasps to succeed, and 
we are determined to ensure that all 
children, more than anything, feel safe 
and motivated to achieve to the best of 
their abilities. 

Certificates of achievement and 
progress are awarded to individuals on 
a weekly basis, to promote the success 
of our up-and-coming football stars. 
We currently have groups available 
starting at the age of 3, and continue 
to support all children, no matter what 
age or ability, with community coaching. 
Each weekly session is £2.50 per 
child, for approximately an hour and a 
half coaching. Please don’t hesitate to 
contact the Werrington Wasps Facebook 
page for more information, as we’d love 
to see your child attend and embrace 
our Community spirit every Saturday 
morning. 

Emily Woolley–Werrington Community 
Coaching Coach and Village Life Sports Editor
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If you can walk or sit on it, we 
can clean, seal or restore it!

zerodrytime.comzerodrytime.com

Dry carpet cleaning
Upholstery cleaning
Leather restoration
Hard floor cleaning
Wood floor restoration
Ultra Guard protection

One of the most professional services I have ever come across! 
Highly recommend the Zero Dry Time team for anyone wanting 
their carpets cleaned, in terms of value for money, punctuality, 
end result & customer service.

“ “
What we do:What we do:

Get your home Get your home 
ready for Summerready for Summer

Get your 
main room or 
3-piece suite  

cleaned 

5500%%  OOFFFF  
on all further  

carpeted 
rooms

Call Liz todayCall Liz today  
07963 665 414
0800 180 4984

@ zdtcrewestoke

Carpets dry, ready for immediate use

Revived leather furniture looks like new

Sparkling bright tiled floors and grout lines

Fast, affordable wooden floor restoration
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The Egyptian Cinderella
by Molly Rose Bourne

If you can walk or sit on it, we 
can clean, seal or restore it!

zerodrytime.comzerodrytime.com

Dry carpet cleaning
Upholstery cleaning
Leather restoration
Hard floor cleaning
Wood floor restoration
Ultra Guard protection

One of the most professional services I have ever come across! 
Highly recommend the Zero Dry Time team for anyone wanting 
their carpets cleaned, in terms of value for money, punctuality, 
end result & customer service.

“ “
What we do:What we do:

Get your home Get your home 
ready for Summerready for Summer

Get your 
main room or 
3-piece suite  

cleaned 

5500%%  OOFFFF  
on all further  

carpeted 
rooms

Call Liz todayCall Liz today  
07963 665 414
0800 180 4984

@ zdtcrewestoke

Carpets dry, ready for immediate use

Revived leather furniture looks like new

Sparkling bright tiled floors and grout lines

Fast, affordable wooden floor restoration

Long ago in the land of Egypt, there lived 
a beautiful maiden called Rhadapis. She 
was originally from Greece but had been 
brought to Egypt as a lowly slave and 
had to spend all her time washing the 
linen, weeding the garden and grinding 
the grains. Her chores were hard, 
however her master was a kind man and 
sometimes helped her.

Rhadapis was a kind-hearted girl and 
had many animal friends. Her animal 
companions often felt very sorry for her. 
One day, to thank her for her kindness, 
they presented her with a glistening 
diamond ring.

“Oh my goodness!” exclaimed Rhadapis. 
“Thank you so much, I’ve never had a 
present from anyone before”.

The next day, just as the Sun God Ra 
started to climb into the sky, Rhadapis 
awoke. Her diamond ring glistened in the 
early morning sun as she made her way 
down to the River Nile to start her daily 
chores.

First chore of the day was to wash the 
linen. For this she had to wade into the 
river so she removed her ring and carefully 
placed it on the reeds. Suddenly a vicious 

snake sprung from the reeds. SNAP! The 
snake grabbed the ring in its jaws.

“Stop!” cried Rhadapis, but the snake 
slithered onto a piece of bark on the river’s 
edge and started to float away. Rhadapis 
had lost her ring. She sat and cried.

Sometime later, the bejewelled ring found 
its way to the King. He was amazed at the 
beauty of the ring and believed that it was 
a sign from the God Isis that he must find 
the owner of the ring and make them his 
Queen.

Lots of people travelled to try on the ring. 
People came from all over Egypt but the 
ring did not fit any of them.

The King travelled along the banks of the 
Nile to try and find the owner. Women 
flocked to try on the ring and piled on top 
of each other in the rush to see if the ring 
would fit their hand. The king saw one of 
the women get pushed into the Nile. He 
barged through the crowds towards her. 
As he saw her green eyes through the 
reed bed he said, “Please try on this ring”.

It was a perfect fit. The King and Rhadapis 
were married and lived happily ever after. 

At Werrington Primary School, our Year 3 pupils, aged 7 and 8, have been learning 
all about Ancient Egypt. As a part of their topic, they have created their own version 
of the ‘Egyptian Cinderella’ story
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JEAN FRYERS GOOD NEWS

POPPYING 2021

Hello everyone. 
Hopefully the 
Werrington Community 
Volunteers Group 
(WCVG) will be 
marking Remembrance 

Day again this year with another Poppy 
Installation at The Jubilee Garden. As 
2021 is the Centenary of the Royal British 
Legion I hope to include a tribute to their 
work whilst still remembering the fallen 
in two World Wars. I would like to hear 
from anyone who would be willing to knit 
or crochet some blue and white poppies 
to be included to make this another 
community project. 

It would be good if we could raise funds 
for the RBL again this year which we can if 
the library is fully operational for our usual 
activities and there is no lockdown. Please 
see the autumn edition of Village Life for 
more details. 

KIDZ2KIDZ. 

Our support is needed more than ever 
this year where domestic abuse has 
escalated due to lockdown restrictions and 
families losing income. Werrington Young 
Person Support Group are indebted to 
the Red Cow Golf Society and our local 
Co op for their continued support over the 
years which has enabled us to provide 
Christmas gifts to children who are victims 
of domestic abuse. 

We also like to supply toiletries etc. to 
parents who flee with only what they 
stand up in due to fear of further violence 
or mental abuse.  Our original donor of 
these items has struggled to help due to 
the pandemic so if you or anyone you 
know can help to fill this gap please let me 
know. Our help is needed more than ever. 
I can be contacted on 01782 304890 or 
jfryer229@gmail.com or call into the library 
to have a word. 

Many thanks, Jean

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS AT 
THE JCB COVID CLINICS

A small band of volunteers from Werrington have helped 
by manning the car parks and directing patients….in 
all weathers…..snow, rain and now hopefully sunshine! 
Donna Ruscoe, Jason Cartlidge, Helen Rylands, Julia 
Marsden, Wendy Sandbrook, June Lewis, Chris Lewis, 
Chris Gerrald and Mark Evenden. Big thank you to one 
and all. Pictured Donna Ruscoe & Jason 

Cartlidge still smiling when they 
got home after volunteering on 
an icy windswept JCB car park in 
February.
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FOOTSTEPS IN THE PAST – JOHN’S STORY

is out and available at JFK in 
Washerwall Lane, and Penny’s Cabin, 
along with the other books in the series 
– AT REDUCED PRICES to those on 
Amazon.

If you have read “Footsteps in the Past” 
and “The Secret” this book is the third in 
the series and tells John’s story - from his 
youth in the countryside village of Hanley 
in the 1820s through its industrialisation 
and growth (following the great influx of 
people coming to seek work in the pottery 
and mining industries at the beginning of 
the Industrial Revolution), to a town with its 
iconic buildings,

John’s story starts with his life, work 
and youthful loves - the fun times of the 
Wakes and the horse races at Etruria. 
However, it also tells his poignant story of 
losses, the Cholera Pandemic of 1832, 
the workhouse, and the traumatic times 
and struggles of the people fighting for 
their rights, representation in Parliament 
and the vote. He eventually meets up with 
Jane, (from book 1), and they get into life-
threatening danger in the violent Pottery 

Riots of 1842 (told in more detail).

All the history is factual and most of the 
characters existed. 

(Also available from Amazon as paperback 
or ebook – ISBN 9781716818127).

WERRINGTON PATIENTS 
PARTICIPATION GROUP 
(PPG) NEEDS YOU TO HELP 
THE PRACTICE WORK WELL

Although we have 
not been able to 
meet for some time. 
Our PPG have 
been invaluable 
during Covid when 

we have had to change the way we work 
quickly (often the next day!) they have 

provided input from a patient point of view.  
Lots of the wellbeing work at the Library 
has come from the PPG … and we can’t 
wait to see the Lodges in full use.

Moving forward we would like to get as 
many people as possible involved to 
ensure your practice works as well as it 
can for all patients. If you would like to 
get involved contact the PPG Chair David 
Shaw on david@dsaimaging.co.uk



CAROLYN IS BAKING UP
SOME MOUTHWATERING 
CAKES

Carolyn is a self-taught 
baker who lives in 
Werrington. During 
lockdown, she enjoyed 
baking as a hobby but has 
now turned her hobby into 

a new business. Carolyn can cater for 
small buffets to afternoon teas, birthday 
cakes, cakes for special occasions and 
cupcakes. She has level 2 Food Safety 
and Hygiene in Catering, Food Allergy 
and Intolerance Training and is registered 
with the local council.

In just a few months, Carolyn has built up 
a long list of regular satisfied customers. 

Many readers will have met Carolyn in 
the library as she volunteers there. 

For more details and a price list, contact 
Carolyn at home on 01782 303726 or 
mobile 07824555212, or you can check 
out her face book page @Carolyn’s 
Creations



www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Page 11

68 Liverpool Road, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST4 1BG
01782 847952            www.geens.co.uk             info@geens.co.uk

Geens are the first chartered accountants in North Staffordshire to be licensed to 

offer Probate services. We have over 130 years’ experience and expertise in taxation, 

accounts and financial matters.

Contact us today to find out more:

What you can expect from us:

A dedicated accountant 
Assigned to personally manage your affairs from start to finish

Tax efficiency review
To help identify potential savings

Simple fees – no hidden costs or commissions
You only pay for the service and advice you need - we never charge a 
percentage of the estate

Probate Services you can trust

01782 847952

www.geens.co.uk
info@geens.co.uk
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NEW ERA DAWNS FOR WERRINGTON PRIMARY NOW WITH 
ACADEMY STATUS

Special report by 
Headteacher Philip 
McLauchlan

Following two years of 
associate membership, 
Werrington Primary 
School is proud to 

become full members of the Potteries 
Educational Trust. Our decision is the 
result of significant strategic planning and 
engagement, and we are energised by 
the opportunities to collaborate across the 
trust to further enhance the educational 
outcomes and opportunities for the 
communities we serve.

Our school still retains its distinctive 
characteristics, our teachers still provide 
the same high-quality education as they 
always have, but the trust will allow us to 
thrive in ways we could not have previously 
imagined, raising aspirations and sharing 
resources, finances and expertise to further 
enhance teaching and learning for all our 
children and young people.

It is exciting to join such a vibrant learning 
community. The opportunities for our pupils 
as they progress on their learning journey 
across the Trust from ages 3 to 18 are 
amazing. The Potteries Educational Trust 
is an exciting Learning Community working 
hard in the areas that we serve to maintain 
and develop excellent and innovative 
teaching and learning.

Their focus is to provide the very best 
education for every child and young person 
within the Trust, offering a high quality, 
broad, academic education for the children 
and young people of Stoke-on-Trent, 
Staffordshire Moorlands and beyond

They promise to deliver high-quality 
parental engagement, pastoral support and 
the pooling of resources and expertise to 

achieve an outstanding 
learning experience and 
outcomes for all our 
children and young people.

We are pleased to advise our members 
and those that may wish to join us 
that our activities which are held at the 
Werrington Village Hall are ready to 
restart within the current Government 
guidelines as follows;
• Table Tennis Mondays and 

Wednesdays 2- 4pm restarting 21 

June 2021. Contact Brian Thomas 
01782 304276

• Sequence Dance Tuesdays 2- 
4.00pm restarting 29 June 2021 
Contact Brian Cartwright 01782 
280859

• Art Class Wednesdays 10am to 
12 noon restarting 02 June 2021 
Contact Les Clowes 01782 766721

• Art Class Thursdays 10am to 12 
noon restarting 24 June 2021 
Contact Sheila Ellam 01782 303288 

• Attendance Fees are £1 per session.
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BANK ON ROSS FOR A NEW ROAD SAFETY STRATERGY

Traffic problems 
on Ash Bank have 
long been a bone 
of contention with 
residents but now 
there is a new 
3-element initiative 
from County 
Councillor Ross Ward 
which is aimed at 

making the road safer and better before 
someone is killed. 

SpeedWatch will play an important part of 
the plan which will also include proposals 
to campaign for a speed limit reduction to 
30mph and for a Pedestrian Crossing near 
the top of the hill to accommodate the new 
Village Plan housing development behind 
the Young Offenders.

For SpeedWatch Ross is spear-heading 
a new “kill your speed” campaign with a 
newly formed Ash Bank Action Group made 
up of local residents who are keen to make 
a difference for everyone’s benefit. 

“I am really pleased to welcome Chrissie 
Machin on board with her group where 
she has recruited nearly 20 ‘speed-cop’ 
volunteers”, commented Ross who went on 
to say, “This will give power to the people to 
power-down the speed merchants to make 
Ash Bank safer than it has ever been”.

The new group will be based at the 
Community Library & Wellbeing Centre Hub 
where they will be able to hold guideline 
assured meetings and use all the facilities 
available there. Initial funding is already in 
place as Ross has organised the purchase 
of the equipment needed including Speed 
Cameras.

Community SpeedWatch is a partnership 
between the Community, the Police and 

Local Authorities. It gives local people 
the ability to actively get involved in road 
safety. The aim of Community SpeedWatch 
is to make motorists who speed through 
residential neighbourhoods aware of the 
impact their actions have on local residents, 
or the danger they pose to other road users 
and pedestrians. 

The scheme allows volunteers to monitor 
the speed of passing vehicles using a 
hand-held speed detection device. The 
equipment automatically records details 
of vehicles which are exceeding the 
speed limit by around 10%. This is then 
transmitted to the local police who will 
act if speed watch volunteers repeatedly 
report a vehicle. In such a case the owner 
of the vehicle will be sent an official letter 
reminding them of the law. If three letters 
are sent, the force will take further action.

There is always room for more volunteers 
and if you are interested you can contact 
Ross on 07712 640 810 or at  
ross.ward@staffordshire.gov.uk
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Since the last Village 
Life I’m delighted to say 
that our churches have 
reopened. There are still 
restrictions in place but 
we are looking forward 
to some more changes 

by the time you read this. Like a flower 
opening in the sun, the church buildings 
are gradually opening to more and more 
activities. 

Currently we are able to offer Sunday 
Worship and some church meetings 
under special provisions, and also Tiny 
Tots are meeting on Wednesdays. We 
hope to reopen Crossroads Café and 
Gems when we’ve worked out how!

Things have still been happening, onsite 
and online (that’s the new catchphrase!) 
Our church website, wwrbenefice.
wordpress.com or wwrchurches.com has 
links to many of these things. 

We offer a short recorded service on 
YouTube every Sunday at 11 am (as 
we have since March 2020). There’s 
also Messy Church on YouTube. Most 
of our other online activity is on Zoom, 
which allows us to see each other. We 
have morning prayer on weekdays at 9; 
prayers at noon on Thursdays. 

We are also about to start a new “Kick 
Start” course from Christians Against 
Poverty. This charity has branched out 
and made available material on a wide 
range of things that have challenged us 
over the last year. 

Kick Start is designed for churches to 
help people with a range of life issues, 
covering Mental Health and Wellbeing, 
Employment and Finance.  In addition 
there is material to help with the 
emotional impact of the Pandemic.  In 
all, nine bitesize sessions of 40 minutes 
can be offered using the Zoom platform. 
Each session has video input, group 
discussion and activities and offers 
additional support from the team and 
links with other organisations. There was 
encouraging positive feedback from a 
pilot course run in the autumn. 

You are of course invited, whether or not 
you go to church. Please get in touch - all 
details are on the website.

As we (hopefully) continue to move out of 
restrictions, we do need to learn lessons 
about what is important to us spiritually 
and as a community. We know that God 
was with us throughout 2020, and is the 
one constant in a world where we never 
know what tomorrow brings.

God bless,

Revd. Michael Follin

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St Philip’s and 
St John’s
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Since the beginning 
of 2020 pretty much 
everyone throughout 
the entire world has 
seen their lives changed 
by the coronavirus 
pandemic.  We are 

constantly told that change is good and 
the situation has certainly lead to plenty 
of changes including in our churches.  
Technology has enabled services to be 
held virtually – by zoom, YouTube, etc. 
and for some people this is seen as the 
way forward.  At our church we have 
even been told that there is no longer a 
need for a building to worship in!

However, for me there is a different 
perspective – and it’s not just because 
I’m useless with technology.  Whilst 
the whole essence of our faith is the 
worship of God, and I know that we 
all say our prayers at home, I feel that 
the coming together on a Sunday for 
collective worship has far more meaning 
that sitting in front of a screen with our 
slippers on. Our Sunday services are 
special times, set aside specifically 
to praise our Maker, a time to put on 
our “Sunday best” and sit up and pay 
attention. It is also a time when we come 
together to support and encourage each 
other in our faith and for many it is the 
only occasion throughout the week when 
they can meet other people – this is 
extremely important for the mental well-
being of people living alone.  

So, yes, change is good but some of 
us need to know that the foundations 

we have relied on throughout our lives 
are still there and are still supporting 
us.  We need the traditions and routines 
that have always been part of our lives.  
Change can come gradually - it can 
creep up on us whilst we are not looking, 
but to suddenly use the pandemic as 
an excuse to totally change our way of 
worshipping would, in my opinion, be a 
step too far.

As the restraints of lockdowns and 
tiers become a thing of the past our 
priority has to be a return to the Sunday 
services we are all used to. Then we 
can think about “Knit and Natter”, yoga, 
men’s breakfast and all of the other 
occasions we come together.  Plans 
for the Werrington Open Gardens on 
11th July are, however, well advanced.  
Perhaps new ideas will be put forward 
and acted upon, thereby giving a degree 
of change but it will all rest on the tried 
and tested format of our collective 
worship.

One blessing the pandemic has brought 
to our church is that we have welcomed 
people who had not previously 
worshipped with us and I pray that this is 
a trend which will go on.  I’m not looking 
for a revolution but for a revival!

John Smith

Werrington Methodist 
Church
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July    53
August    178       
September   168     
October   116      

November    81         
December   132
Jan      68
Feb  118

Mar  94
Apr   31
May  141
Jun   35

WERRINGTON COMMUNITY LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS:

REMEMBER YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT!

Join “Win with Werrington” for as little as £1 per month 
and you will be  allocated a random number. You can 
have as many numbers as you like up to 5 and so 
increase your chances of winning. Numbers are 
entered into a draw on the third Monday in each 
month. Winners receive a cheque for 50% of the fund
For as little as £1 a month you could be in with a 
chance of winning a cash prize AND you will be 
supporting your local community. nd to date, the 
remaining 50% goes to benefit Werrington IN FULL. 

For more info 
Donna Ruscoe on 01782 302840 or 07970 575844 
donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk

Time served with over
28 years experience

References available on request

Clean, Friendly, Reliable Service
All aspects covered
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WERRINGTON COMMUNITY LOTTERY

SUE PICKS THE LUCKY WINNER IN DRAW AT WERRINGTON NEWSAGENTS

Despite the virus the Werrington Village Lottery has 
kept rolling on and the latest monthly draw took 
place in Sue’s Newsagents in Johnstone Avenue. 
Our photograph shows Sue on the right with Lottery 
Organiser Donna Ruscoe holding the bag containing 
the numbers from which Sue picked number 141

You have to be in it to win it and if you would like to know more about the Werrington 
Lottery which raises funds for village projects you can pick up an entry form at the 
Werrington Community Library & Wellbeing Centre. 

HELLO DONNA

Meet the new lady in charge of the Lottery – Donna Ruscoe – who 
is also treasurer of our volunteer groups. Having just taken over she 
has been out and about and has increased the number of businesses 
taking part. Her aim is to add to the list of people taking part, as she 
commented, “The Lottery is one of the main fundraisers which enables 
our volunteers to develop services and aspects to enhance the lives of 

our residents and so is a very worthwhile venture – so join in and you could win!”

If you would like to join in or help out contact Donna on 01782 302840 or 07970 
575844 or e-mail at - donna.ruscoe [donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk].

SOME OF THE SERVICES THE LOTTERY HELPS TO FUND

It organises Werrington in Bloom, Free full colour Village Life community magazine, 
community website, Community E-News information service, Jubilee Garden 
Project, Village Seating, Village Lottery,  Neighbourhood Watch, Village Life Radio 
Show, Free media promotion service for local groups,  Christmas Trees with 
community switch-on, Road Safety & Safe Parking campaign for Primary school, 
provided an Edible Garden for the Primary school. The new Werrington Library & 
Wellbeing Centre forms the backbone of our activities along with the new Garden 
Therapy Lodges and the Village Centre Sports Facility
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We are aware of a couple of phone scams currently operating featuring national 
insurance numbers.

Over the past few days we’ve received contact from residents reporting a phone scam 
where fraudsters are quoting a correct national insurance number and then attempting 
to gain payment for money “owed to the police”.

Reports indicate the fraudsters are referencing Longton Police Station in Stoke-on-
Trent and mentioning that a warrant for arrest has been issued as the resident owes 
the police money.

In another phone scam an automated message informs the resident that their national 
insurance number has been “compromised” and in order to fix this they are asked to 
press 1 on their handset. On pressing 1 the resident is tricked into sharing personal 
information which can be used to commit identity fraud.

These calls are both scams and if you receive a call like this please put the phone 
down and report it. For more information on scams, or to report fraud, visit the Action 
Fraud website www.actionfraud.police.uk

National Insurance 
Number Phone Scams
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TOMMY WILL SALUTE YOU

Werrington Will soon have its own permanent “Tommy” display to commemorate 
those that have fallen. The idea is the brainchild of Howard Rylands who has joined 
our volunteer group – he is also chair of WASPS who operate our village centre 

Community Football and is one of the volunteers 
who are down to help install a new kitchen in the 
library. The new display will be situated on the 
Washerwall crossroads, where it will be seen by 
every passing vehicle and help put Werrington 
on the “Least we Forget” map.
 
The Royal British Legion have backed the pro-
posal which is detailed below and is planned to 
be ready for 11th November 2021.  As you will 
see from the design below this is a well thought 
out idea which will give our village yet another 
important feature. Howard is on track to have 
this in place by November this year so it will fit 
in perfectly with the traditional Poppy Commem-
oration at the top of the village near the Rock 
Monument organised by Jean Fryer – and guess 
who is helping her – you got it – Howard!
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THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY

18th & 19th September 2021

Create and display your themed 
scarecrow to join in the fun! 

Open to families, individuals, schools, 
groups and local businesses 

Entry forms, rules and Trail Maps available 
on-line at 
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
Or at
Werrington Library, Ash Bank Fish & Chips, 
Werrington News and  Just For Kids 

Contact organisers
Donna Ruscoe - donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk
07970 575844 or 01782 302840

David Shaw - David@dsaimaging.co.uk
077780 439693 or 01782 302019

Werrington Scarecrow event brought to 
you courtesy of Werrington Community 
Volunteers Group based in the Library
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GROWING REFLECTIONS

I have been involved in horticulture since the age of fifteen and what never 
ceases to amaze me is that one of the greatest truisms in this science is 
that the only constant that the gardener has to handle is CHANGE.

I was trained at a time when ‘chemical was king” in most sectors of 
professional life. In one instance I had 10 hectares (100,000 square 
meters) of shrub planting controlled by 2 herbicides (Paraquat and 

Simazine). Now, due to the potential of water table contamination all the chemical group 
of the latter are banned and because of the potential risk of poisoning, the professional 
use of Paraquat is avoided by many organisations. Insecticides once relied on the 
oregano-chlorine group (D.D.T., Aldrin etc) , these are now banned because of food 
chain related issues and long term potential human health issues. In greenhouse pest 
control the use of highly toxic oregano-phosphate pesticides such as Parathion are 
(developed from a war nerve gas) are no longer used and were only developed for the 
professional.

So what has the horticultural industry (and the gardener, done to manage the change 
and still grow good crops). In the area of weed control the extensive uses of mulching 
and weed control membranes will often produce a effective solution. Long lasting 
pesticides can be replaced on an amateur scale by targeted short term pesticides 
derived from plant material. The use of biological control in the greenhouse controls 
glasshouse whitefly and the use of soil based nematodes has developed to assist the 
control of slugs. In other words for every horticultural problem created by monocropping 
there is a solution.

Some solutions are reached by happy accident, one example I know of is a green keeper 
applying a wetting agent (to allow water from rain to penetrate) found that this tool was 
such an irritant that chafer grubs abandoned the fine grass and could be swept up!

Other issues are resolved by science itself. When I was training Clematis Wilt had no real 
solution, now a range of fungicides are available to the amateur. Also experience has 
found that if Clematis plants are actually planted 5 inches deeper than the nursery depth 
and have to be cut back to the ground they have a better chance of recovering from the 
wilt by producing new foliage from the base which should have a viable stem.

I cannot overstate the benefit obtainable from reading and accessing the internet or 
asking advice from qualified experts but please enjoy your garden during the summer, 
that is what it’s there for, try to reflect on your successes / failures but above all treat 
gardening as the pleasure it should be.

Good Luck and Happy Growing

Joe Smith

THE GOOD, THE BAD AND THE UGLY

18th & 19th September 2021

Create and display your themed 
scarecrow to join in the fun! 

Open to families, individuals, schools, 
groups and local businesses 

Entry forms, rules and Trail Maps available 
on-line at 
www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk
Or at
Werrington Library, Ash Bank Fish & Chips, 
Werrington News and  Just For Kids 

Contact organisers
Donna Ruscoe - donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk
07970 575844 or 01782 302840

David Shaw - David@dsaimaging.co.uk
077780 439693 or 01782 302019

Werrington Scarecrow event brought to 
you courtesy of Werrington Community 
Volunteers Group based in the Library
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WERRINGTON LIBRARY NEWS

It was good to welcome visitors back 
into the Library.  Thank you everyone for 
complying with Covid regulations. We 
were able to re-open the shop again and 
it has proved to be quite popular, getting 
busier as more people realise that they 
can browse once more.

At present we still only have the use of 
one public computer, but hopefully we 
will be able to extend this service in the 
near future.  We also hope to increase 
our opening hours, look out for details 
of new hours on Face Book and notice 
around the village and in the Library.

Last year we were unable to hold 
our Annual General Meeting and 
the same has applied this year 
so far but we will re-schedule it 
as soon as we can. The Summer 
Reading Challenge will be taking 
place again this year between 
July and September.   Look out for 
details which will be displayed in 
the Library shortly.   

Finally we are very short of volunteers to 
work in the Library and would welcome 
anyone who has a day or half a day 
to spare each week or even every 
other week.  If anyone is interested in 
joining us please contact me either by 
telephone: 01782 303576  or -  

bandp.johnson@
btinternet.com.

Betty 
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WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL
FUNDING AWARDED FOR BIKE TRACK

WERRINGTON PARISH COUNCIL HAVE BEEN AWARDED £25,000 
PLACES TO RIDE FUNDING FOR A NEW PUMP TRACK AT MEIGH 
ROAD PLAYING FIELDS

 A £25,000 grant has been awarded to Werrington Parish Council for the 
installation of a new pump track at Meigh Road playing fields, after a 
successful application to British Cycling’s Places to Ride capital grants 
programme. 

The funding will be matched by Staffordshire Moorlands District Council to enable a pump 
track to be installed at the bottom end of the playing fields.  

This project has been a long time in the making, with initial requests for such a facility coming 
from young people and parents several years’ ago. Since then, the Parish Council have 
conducted a survey and worked with local schools and residents, to identify exactly what was 
needed, before applying to relevant funders.  

A group of young people will now work with our appointed contractor, Clark & Kent, to agree 
the final design, before work starts.  The track will be designed to be used by riders of all 
abilities, from beginners to the more advanced.  We will also be working with Lyme Racing 
Cycle Club to deliver coaching sessions for those wanting to take their cycling further.

Delivered through a unique partnership between British Cycling, the Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media & Sport (DCMS) and Sport England, the Places to Ride programme has made 
£15 million available to ensure a lasting legacy in England from the 2019 UCI Road World 
Championships. The championships took place in Yorkshire in September 2019. 

Zoe Grindey, Clerk at Werrington Parish Council, said: “It is exciting to finally be able to make 
this happen.  A great deal of work has gone on behind the scenes to get the project to this 
stage and now I cannot wait to have such an amazing facility in place for our residents to 
enjoy.”

Councillor Mark Deaville, Deputy Leader and Cabinet Member for Sport and Leisure at 
Staffordshire Moorlands District Council said: “This is a fantastic project which will bring a 
unique facility not only to Werrington but to the Moorlands as a whole. 

“It’s a great example of the excellent partnership working between the District and Parish 
Councils which has resulted in us securing the funding required, including the significant and 
welcome contribution from British Cycling, to deliver this exciting project. 

“We are all looking forward to seeing the finished pump track. It’s so important that a wide 
variety of facilities are provided across the District to enable people to take part in physical 
activity and we are sure this will be a very popular addition to the mix.”

NEW PARISH COUNCILLORS

We are pleased to welcome two new Councillors onto the Parish Council.  Cllrs Dan Bowman 
and Matthew Arnold were co-opted onto the Council in June.
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GOODBY . . AND WELCOME!

As many of you may know Mike and 
Barbara from J ‘f’ K on Washerwall Lane 
have retired, well semi retired I think 
from what they say! They have been a 
part of Werrington for 30ish years and 
provided an excellent service.  It was a 
joy to go into their lovely Aladin’s cave of 
a shop, so many beautiful things. They 
will be sadly missed.  The good news is 
that the business is continuing with Dave 
and Wendy. So it’s Goodbye to Mike and 
Barbara and thank you and it’s Hello to 
Dave and Wendy and welcome. Jean 
Fryer.

Here is what they have to say.

Mike & Barbara

A few of you will already know that Mike 
and I  have been considering retirement 
and after nearly 29 yrs of trading that 
time has come!!..So happy that JFK will 
be staying in our family.

Dave and Wendy the new owners will be 
taking over from  the 1st May.They are 
very keen to point out that the business 
will continue to be run as it always has 
been with very little change! (If it aint 
broke why fix it)!?! The  interior of the 
shop however has been extended and 
had a refurb and is looking fabulous.!!

We’d like  to say a huge “thank you” for 
all your support and custom over the 
years.

We will miss the chats the laughs and 
the banter which we had with so many of 
you but are looking forward to our next 
chapter. 

You will still see us for a little while as we 
will be helping out here and there (you 
can’t get rid of us that easily) ☺ 

Wishing Dave and Wendy good luck and 
every success in their new venture! 

Dave & Wendy

We moved to Werrington in 2020 
and instantly felt at home and part 
of a community which we have not 
experienced for some years.

Having the opportunity to take over a 
family business that has been at the 
heart of the Werrington community for so 
many years is really exciting for us and 
having Mike and Barbara’s continued 
support is going to make the transition 
seamless.

For those who may be worried that 
JFK will change, fear not as we are 
committed to continuing what Mike 
& Barbara have worked so hard to 
build over the years. The only change 
customers will notice is that I was busy 
with my hammer during lockdown and 
some alterations have been made within 
the shop.

We wish Mike & Barbara a very happy 
retirement, they will always be part of the 
JFK team and will be helping myself and 
Wendy out from time to time.
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The Willow Veterinary Clinic

Years of surgical experience 
with modern fully equipped surgical suites. 

Special interest in treating eye cases - the practices 
are equipped with a vast array of ophthalmic equipment. 

24 hour on-site EMERGENCY service
provision for our registered clients.

Feel free to call the practice for more information 
or to arrange a visit to tour our facilities.

State of the art diagnostic facilities including colour

in-house blood analysis. 
ultrasound, endoscopy and bronchoscopy,  doppler 

C.D.Curry BVSc GPCert 
(Ophthal) MRCVS
V.Poole MA VetMB GPCert 
(EM&S) MRCVS

J. GILMAN & SON
QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN

      Rewires
      Outdoor Lighting/sockets
      Mains Changes
      Sockets
      Lighting
      Showers
      CCTV
      Alarm systems

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SALES AND REPAIRS
DAVID RILEY

21WHITMORE AVENUE
WERRINGTON

MOB:- 07976 785233

WWEERRRRIINNGGTTOONN  

HHAANNDDYYMMAANN  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

FULLY INSURED 

RELIABLE & HONEST 

DBS CHECKED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

CALL DAVE ON  

0077992255  885522888877  
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WERRINGTON SERVICE SECTOR EXPANDS WITH NEW  
ON-LINE ESTATE AGENTS IT REALLY IS ALL HAPPENING IN 
OUR VILLAGE!

Great news for locals as we now have our 
own Estate Agency in the village and the 
founder is a local lass. Feeney Estate Agents 
was set up late last year and so has already 
built up a local track record. So welcome 
from Village Life to Sian Beech who has 

more than a decade in the industry and is 
already making her mark in the area.
 The mum-of-one’s previous credentials 
include being a branch manager and contract 
negotiator with a national chain of estate 
agents and so she is fully experienced. 
As she explained – “I have found that my 
background gives clients greater confidence 
and being Werrington based means that I 
can impart more information about the local 
area which helps potential purchasers make 
a more informed decision”.
 
Being on-line gives Feeney’s the best of both 
worlds. They are always available to answer 
questions or deal with queries electronically, 
in writing so you have a record. They can 
provide information quickly to reassure 
potential purchasers whilst maintaining 
a local presence with the background 
knowledge that only a local can have.
 
And what is more you know exactly how 
much your costs will be as Sian charges a 
fixed selling fee of just £995 on a no sale, 
no fee basis. We wish Sian well as she puts 
Werrington on the Estate Agents map.

Werrington based gardening service. 
Professional and friendly, will take 

on all aspects of gardening and 
outdoor maintenance.

Call Andy Sherratt on 07876 829813 
Or like us on Facebook.
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SUZANNE'S 
HELPING HANDS

Don't struggle on your own, 
I can help you with:

• General house work
• Laundry / Ironing
• Bed changing
• Shopping
Or anything else you need help
with. We can do the jobs together
OR I can do them for you.

Tel: 07870 728522
CRB Checked and fully insured.

Repairs, MOT and Servicing to any make of vehicle
www.ashbankgarage.co.uk   •   01782 303926

Supporting car owners since 1969Supporting car owners since 1969

ASHBANK GARAGE LTD
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STORIES OF ASH GROVE  
Continuing the series on former 
residents of Ash Grove.

When I started 
to research the 
residents of Ash 
Grove, I certainly 
had no idea what 
extraordinary 
stories I would 
uncover. Much 
of the following 
account does not 
relate directly to Ash 

Grove, but, having investigated, I thought 
that some readers might be interested. 

In May 1931, 54-year-old Rev John 
OLLERHEAD and his wife Bertha moved 
in to No 10 Ash Grove.

Of Welsh origin, John OLLERHEAD 
was educated at Grove Park School, 
Wrexham.  

He went on to obtain his BA at Selwyn 
College, Cambridge. He continued his 
studies at Lichfield Theological College 
and was ordained a deacon in 1902. He 
held several positions within the church in 
various locations, first coming to this area 
as Curate of Holy Trinity, Hanley from 
1907 to 1911 and Curate of St Luke’s, 
Hanley from 1911 to 1912. He went on to 
work for the Waifs and Strays Society and 
for the C of E Temperance Society. He 
was Vicar of Knutton for a while, before 
his posting to St. Mary’s in Bucknall, 
where he remained from 1929 – 1933, 
coinciding with the time he and his family 
spent in Ash Grove.

In 1933 John moved on to Winchester 
and Portsmouth, but by 1937 he was 

back in the area as Vicar of Keele, where 
he remained for the two years before his 
death in 1939. He was apparently very 
popular with the congregation and was 
known for his informal style of conducting 
church services. He preferred to walk 
up and down the aisles addressing the 
congregation rather than delivering his 
sermon from the pulpit. He was a keen 
amateur artist and sketching was one of 
his main hobbies. He had decorated the 
interior of the church with several of his 
paintings. 

During his time as Curate in Hanley, 
he married Bertha BIRCH. They were 
married at St Mary’s. Bertha was the 
daughter of George and Mary BIRCH. 
George was Rector of St Mary’s and the 
family lived in St. Mary’s Rectory (no 
longer existing), 
which was 
situated in Eaves 
Lane. Both of 
Bertha’s brothers 
were ordained. 

Bertha’s brother, 
George Thomas 
BIRCH, became 
Vicar of St Mary’s 
in 1892, taking 
over from his 
father and serving 
as minister for the 
next 41 years. 
Doug TWIGG, 
who lived at No 6, was very much 
involved with St. Mary’s as choirmaster 
and organist. He would have known 
the BIRCH family since childhood. The 
TWIGGS would certainly have already 
known the OLLERHEAD family, before 
they became neighbours.

Bertha’s nephew George Owen BIRCH, 
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son of her brother George, was a pupil 
at Dean Close School in Cheltenham. 
On reaching the age of 18, he applied 
for a commission and was gazetted 2nd 
Lieutenant to the 3rd Battalion The Welch 
Regiment. He was promoted Lieutenant 
in February 1914, being posted to the 
front on 21 August, the very day his 
promotion was gazetted. He reached his 
Battalion on 5 September. Just nine days 
later he was reported missing whilst in 
command of an escort for a Brigadier-
General on the heights north of the River 
Aisne. He was eventually reported as 
killed in action. According to eyewitness 
accounts, Lieutenant BIRCH was last 
seen alive bravely fighting the enemy with 
his sword. This may possibly be the last 
eyewitness account of a British Infantry 
officer wielding his sword in battle on the 
Western Front. It was not until 1955 that 
his remains were found and identified by 
his boots, collar badge and regimental 
buttons. 

His name is inscribed on the War 
Memorial in Bucknall, as well as in Dean 
Close School chapel. There is also a 
memorial to him in St. Mary’s.

Bertha’s brother Arthur was a clergyman 
in Salford. Bertha’s nephew Colin had 
been a pupil at Wells Cathedral School 
and had learned to fly at the Bristol and 
Wessex Aeroplane Club, gaining his 
pilot’s licence in 1938, months before 
his 18th birthday. He immediately 
volunteered for the RAF, gaining his 
wings in June 1939. In 1940 he was 
serving as a Flying Officer, helping to 
train bomber crews and based at 20 
OUT (Operational Training Unit) in 
Lossiemouth. On 28 November he was 
piloting a Vickers Wellington on a night 
exercise. The last message heard from 
the plane was an SOS indicating that 
the port engine had failed and height 
could not be maintained. The tragic loss 
of 9 lives in a single incident was the 
worst since the formation of the Bomber 
Command OUT’s. 

After her husband’s death, Bertha went to 
live with her sister in Rhyl. She survived 
John by many years, dying in 1966, age 
94.

Steve Williams
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UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - FASCIAS/SOFFITS/GUTTERING - GARAGE DOORS - CONSERVATORIES
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98%

• Double Glazed Units | Glass
• Repairs | Security Upgrades
• Locks | Handles | Hinges
• Letterboxes | Furniture
• Upvc Door Panels
• Locksmith Service

MISTED UP
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W INDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
UPVC |  ALUMINIUM |  WOOD

• Double Glazed Units | Glass
• Repairs | Security Upgrades
• Locks | Handles | Hinges
• Letterboxes | Furniture
• Upvc Door Panels
• Locksmith Service

UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - FASCIAS/SOFFITS/GUTTERING - GARAGE DOORS - CONSERVATORIES

20%
OFF

OR +
Made to measure | Price includes VAT & Fitting | Insurance backed guarantee included

FINALLY - CHOOSE ANY OF THESE COLOURS

All frames are White inside & out. Price subject to Survey

FRONT DOOR FRONT DOOR BACK DOOR

+
FRONT DOOR GLASS OPTIONS ONLY

=
OTHER DOOR STYLES, GLASS
AND COLOUR OPTIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL
COST. CONTACT US FOR MORE 
DETAILS . LIMITED TIME OFFER.

/WerringtonCommunityLibraryandWellbeingCentre
/WerringtonCommunityGroupandVillageLifeStaffordshire


