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THIS NEW SERVICE HAS PROVED A BIG SUCCESS  
NEW DATES BEING ADDED 

BOOK NOW ON 01782 622545

As many residents know getting a 
hearing test can be a problem and 
as a result there is a large number of 
people are not receiving the service they 
need. This can lead to social isolation, 
particularly in elderly people, and there’s 
evidence that the use of hearing aids 
can reduce the risk of dementia.

The Werrington Wellbeing Centre is 
delighted to announce the launch of a 
new service which will be operated by 
Ridgways one of the leading specialists 
in hearing care. Village Life Editor David 
Shaw said that he was particularly 
pleased to “hear” the news as he is a 
Ridgway’s client and has benefitted 
greatly from their service so everyone 
can book with confidence.

The alliance comes after Craig 
Sandbrook, whose wife Wendy is Events 
Coordinator at the Werrington Wellbeing 
Community Voluntary Group, visited

Ridgway’s Hearing Care, in nearby 
Endon, to have hearing aids fitted.

Now Ridgway’s Hearing Care has 
joined forces with the volunteers to offer 
appointments in the lovely environment 
of the Garden Therapy Lodges at the 
Werrington Community Library and 
Wellbeing Centre when people need 
them.

Werrington residents can simply call 
Ridgway’s Hearing Care, which also 
has premises in Endon and Newcastle-
under-Lyme, to arrange an appointment.

There are no introductory fees and 
following your first visit you will get the 
expert advice you deserve and it’s easy 
to make a date – just call Ridgways on 
01782 622545. Hearing is believing!

Alison Ridgway owner of Ridgways 
Hearing Care
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Our front cover shows 
the latest display from 
Werringtons very own 
Banksy, and wonderful it 
is. We do not know the 
identity of the person, 
nor perhaps should 
we but it has given our 

lovely village something very special and 
unique. It is said that the name of the 
Unknown Soldier is known only unto God 
and so, just maybe in this case, the name 
will be known only to the fallen in whose 
honour it was created.

Our crossroads has become a place 
of homage which has been warmly 
welcomed by our residents who have 
endorsed the permanent Tommy 
Commemoration and feel proud to have 
joined in with a national movement. 
Organised and funded by the Werrington 
Community Volunteers Group, it will show 
the world that we remember. 

David

From the Editor ...THANK YOU , WHOEVER YOU ARE

Next issue of Village Life is Spring 2022 for circulation early March 2022.  
Copy date for articles is 15th January 2022 
please e-mail to – david@dsaimaging.co.uk

GUESS THE CROW

So next 
year’s 
Scarecrow 
Weekend will 
be a slightly 
different 
format to 
previous 

years.  It will be a “Guessing Game”. 
The theme is “anything goes” but instead 
of publicising what/who the scarecrow is 
the fun will be trying to guess who they 
are as you make your way around the 
trail. 

So to make next year’s event the best 
it’s ever been we are going from one 
extreme to another and launching next 

year’s event. NOW!!! 

So get your thinking caps on folks, its 
open to all, don’t be shy and have a go. 
Everyone is a winner and everyone will 
receive a certificate for participating, the 
competition element for next year will 
be who can guess all the scarecrows 
correctly.

Entry forms and rules are available 
either by contacting Donna Ruscoe on 
donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk, on line at 
– www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.
uk or at Werrington Library. 

So save the date - 24th & 25th 
September
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BEST WISHES FROM HER ROYAL HIGHNESS

Encouraged to hear of our 
support

Recently Wendy 
Sandbrook, our Wellbeing 
Organiser, wrote to the 

Duchess of Cambridge on behalf of our 
group congratulating her on the launch 
of her Centre for Early Childhood. She 
received a lovely letter back which will 
framed hung in the libraries Wall of 
Fame - see the full text below

Dear Miss Sandbrook, 

The Duchess of Cambridge has asked 
me to thank you for your letter of 
20th July. I apologise for the delay in 
replying to you but, as I hope you will 
understand, recent events have limited 
this office’s capacity to respond to 
correspondence as quickly as we would 
like. 

It was kind of you to take the trouble to 
write to Her Royal Highness and you did. 
It is very encouraging to hear of your 
support for the Royal Foundation Centre 
for Early Childhood. The Duchess of 
Cambridge was interested to learn about 

the work undertaken by the Werrington 
Community Library and Wellbeing 
Centre to help support the wellbeing of 
children and families. 

The Centre for Early Childhood will 
drive awareness of and action on 
the extraordinary impact of the early 
years, in order to transform society 
for generations to come. Please 
continue to look at the website (www.
centerforearlychildhood.org) and social 
media channels for more information. 

Her Royal 
Highness 
would have 
me send you 
her very best 
wishes and 
thanks for your 
support.  

ALAN AND ANITA HAVE BEEN AT WORK AGAIN

This time raising funds for the Royal 
British Legion which is what they did 
their first project for last year by making 
wooden poppies. This year they have 
made poppies of various sizes and 
plaques with various images on them. 
How they find the time I don’t know. I 
always enjoy a chat with them when I 
go to collect my items and we always 

have a good laugh. I will treasure mine 
along with the others I had over the 
year. I hope the good folk of Werrington 
has supported them again this year, I 
am sure you have, so THANK YOU for 
supporting those who support our ex 
servicemen and their families.

Jean
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Maintaining our villages support for 
the Royal British Legion our new 
Tommy memorial
adds a new dimension to our 
commemoration of the fallen . . . Lest 
We Forget.
 
“A wonderful gesture” was just one of the 
many well done comments from villagers 
as they saw the new “Lest We Forget” 
Tommy Commemoration constructed 

by Werrington 
Community 
Volunteers 
father and son 
Howard and 
Jake Rylands on 
the Washerwall 
Crossroads. This 

was Howards original idea and not only 
has he followed it through - from concept 
to completion - but raised all the funds 
along with Treasurer Donna Ruscoe. 
This is part of a nation-wide campaign to 
site Tommy’s on  separate positions from 
War Memorials as they are permanent 
self-depicting displays which enable 
towns and villages to show their respect 
in a position which can be seen by more 
people. In our case the crossroads 
represented the perfect spot which was 
unanimously approved when many 
individual villagers offered their support.
 
Howard said that he was delighted with 
the number of positive comments he 
and Jake had received while they were 
building it and commented - “It has 
been heart-warming to know that every 

passerby said that it was a wonderful 
idea, some quite emotional and others 
making the point that Werrington should 
be proud” The Werrington Volunteers 
have always supported the Royal British 
Legion and a few years ago had the 
special accolade of being chosen to 
launch the Poppy Appeal for the whole 
of Staffordshire. Tommy we salute you 
and Howard and Jake for giving our 
village an honour to be proud of.
 
Just a few of the comments from 
passersby -  
“The old soldiers looking down must be 
very proud of you”  
“Wonderful achievement by the 
Werrington Volunteers”  
“Reflects Werringtons excellent 
community character”
“Re-news Werringtons Christian spirit”. 

Without doubt this is probably the most 
appreciated display Werrington has 
ever had and we hope the fallen will 
look down and be honoured that we 
remembered.

VILLAGE WELCOMES OUR SPECIAL TOMMY COMMEMORATION 
WITH PLANTS AND SEATS FOR ALL TO ENJOY AND REMEMBER.
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“Call us today f� y�r �ee quotati�”
STOKE-ON-TRENT: 01782 768982   LEEK: 01538 269333
CONGLETON: 01260 221551   STONE: 01785 594342

UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - FASCIAS/SOFFITS/GUTTERING - GARAGE DOORS - CONSERVATORIES

V I S I T  U S  O N L I N E  -  W I N D O W W I Z A R D R E P A I R S . C O . U K
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98%

• Double Glazed Units | Glass
• Repairs | Security Upgrades
• Locks | Handles | Hinges
• Letterboxes | Furniture
• Upvc Door Panels
• Locksmith Service

MISTED UP
DOUBLE

GLAZING ?

£25REPLACEMENT
GLASS
UNITS F

R
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M

W INDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
UPVC |  ALUMINIUM |  WOOD

• Double Glazed Units | Glass
• Repairs | Security Upgrades
• Locks | Handles | Hinges
• Letterboxes | Furniture
• Upvc Door Panels
• Locksmith Service

UPVC WINDOWS & DOORS - FASCIAS/SOFFITS/GUTTERING - GARAGE DOORS - CONSERVATORIES

20%
OFF

OR +
Made to measure | Price includes VAT & Fitting | Insurance backed guarantee included

FINALLY - CHOOSE ANY OF THESE COLOURS

All frames are White inside & out. Price subject to Survey

FRONT DOOR FRONT DOOR BACK DOOR

+
FRONT DOOR GLASS OPTIONS ONLY

=
OTHER DOOR STYLES, GLASS
AND COLOUR OPTIONS ARE 

AVAILABLE AT AN ADDITIONAL
COST. CONTACT US FOR MORE 
DETAILS . LIMITED TIME OFFER.
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As a young child my parents were 
concerned for my health as I often 
showed signs of exhaustion and blue lips 
after short periods of play with my sisters. 
This led to me being excluded from P.E. 
and play at school. Luckily for me at the 
establishment of the NHS a wonderful 
doctor (Dr Stock) with an interest in heart 
problems founded a separate Cardiology 
department.

At the ages of 7 & 9 I needed urgent 
surgery for the correction of a faulty 
pulmonary valve. As I understand I was 
the first child to receive the operation 
in the area. The operation took 9 hours 
and then required a 3 week hospital stay 
allowing me to be home with my family 
for Christmas. 

I feel that my health problems spurred me 
on to prove to myself that the chance I 
had been given had to be valued. I went 
on to train as a primary school teacher 
and a teacher of the deaf with 40+ years’ 
service.

I decided that 
November 2020 
was a time to 
plan celebrating 
60 years since 
my operation. 
I chose to do a 
600 mile bike 
ride in aid of the 
British Heart 
Foundation to 
pay back something for the research 
which had prolonged my life. By August 
my challenge was completed and I have 
to express enormous thanks to the many 
people who sponsored me and who have 
helped me raise approximately £800.

To all of you “Thank You” for the second 
chance you are offering to others.

If anyone would like to raise funds for 
research by the British Heart Foundation 
you can do this through my Just Giving 
page at: www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
RoseSawyers

WERRINGTON LADY ROSE RAISES £800 IN HEARTFELT THANKS

VILLAGE LIFE BOLDLY GOES GLOBAL ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

As time goes on we are getting more and more requests for copies of Village Life 
from folk outside our area, in many cases from past residents who have moved 
away, others with a family connection. And not just in this country but from countries 
around the world. 

To save postage we direct people to our website but it has become clear that 
global folk want an electronic copy sent to them direct and so Donna Ruscoe has 
come up with the idea of a dedicated Village Life Facebook page. This means that 
those with Facebook access can read it online. Check it out at www.facebook.com/
groups/2975374412715301/ and tell your far away friends that they can now get it 
“delivered” direct.
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We are SO excited to announce that 
Youth Club will recommence in the New 
Year AND we need your support to make 
it a success. The re-opening relies on 
restocking our team of volunteers in 
order to open the doors to the young 
people. We are in need of local people 
with a good heart, a wanting to make a 
difference in Werrington, a few hours to 
spare once or twice a month. A sense of 
humour and lots of energy are a bonus 
and so is any experience in running 
activities for young people though that is 
not a requirement.  

To join our team here’s what you need 
to know - Your commitment will be to 
join our rota and attend a min of 1 in 
4 sessions. We’d love you to be there 
more of course but that is up to you 
- You will be need to be available on 
a Friday evening between 7pm and 
9pm to have fun - Before we reopen 
we will invest in you to give you some 
training to get you ready to welcome 
back the kids - That training will include 
volunteer expectations, running activities, 
safeguarding, health and safety, 
emergency first aid

We have missed the kids, the activities, 
the fun and the energy! There will be lots 
of young people turned 9 in the last 18 
months that we have been closed and 
we’d love to welcome them in and of 
course welcome back the young people 
who attended previously too. I’m sure that 
they have all probably grown 6 inches in 
that time. Werrington Youth Club is open 
to all 9 to 15 year olds from Werrington 
or who go to Werrington schools. 

Admission is just £3 on the door, the tuck 
shop will be open and the games will be 
on! Activities are dictated by what our 
young people tell us they like to do and 
previously we have had a selection of 
things to keep them occupied each week 
– making things, games, sports, team 
challenges, computer games, colouring, 
dancing and so on. 

So don’t be shy! Come and join the fun 
and help us to keep the youth Club open 
and at least some of our kids off the 
streets on a Friday night. To volunteer or 
for further information contact:

TeeJay Dowe - 07886 234197  
teejay@backontrackteens.com 

WERRINGTON YOUTH CLUB RE-LAUNCHES IN THE NEW YEAR 
AND WE NEED YOU!
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WERRINGTON WALKERS
Fancy getting out and about with some nice folk and 
enjoying the local scenery? - then our local walking group 
is just the thing. A pleasant healthy stroll is good for us all 
to keep things moving and this is just the way to do it. They 
meet every Tuesday morning at 11am at the Armshead 
Road Car Park and all you do is go along and join in. More 
info from Joan Williamson on 07967 295633.

Having concluded 
our season with 
the Werrington 
Wasps Community 
Coaching, we 
have spent the last 
month reflecting on 
a highly successful 

and rewarding few months. It was 
fantastic to see so many young and 
upcoming football stars, as well as the 
confidence and social skills of our mini 
kickers progress throughout the weeks. 
We would like to take this opportunity 
to highlight how excited we are for the 
upcoming season to start again in April 
2022 for all our mini kickers. We would 
also love to see some new faces as well 
as old! Werrington Wasps Community 
Coaching is for all ages from 3+ and 
delivers high quality coaching from 
FA trained coaches. We also continue 
to look positively into the future with 
the current Werrington Wasps teams, 
who are playing weekly and proudly 
representing Werrington. Let’s go 
Wasps!!!

In addition, we have started to explore 
new avenues with regards to sports 
coaching and promoting exercise in the 
Werrington community. This includes 
coaching for children and adults with 
disabilities, as well as ‘Werrington Wasps 
Walking Football’ for over 50’s looking 
to get into fitness and sport. We feel 
both opportunities will help to support a 
range of people with a variety of needs 
within the Werrington community, and 
therefore we would love to hear from you 
if you are interested in either group. Both 
sessions will aim to boost fitness, social 
skills, confidence, and teamwork whilst 
catering to support your needs. 

If you are interested in finding out more, 
please email Mark Woolley at the email 

address below: 

markwoolley1959@
gmail.com

We look forward to 
hearing from you!

Werrington Wasps Community Coaching



TRICKS OF THE TRADE TO HELP YOU GARDEN.

Horticulture, like any other 
craft skill/ science has a 
number of skills which are 
easy to learn but if passed 
on, can make the amateur 
more skilled more quickly. 
These are a few which are 

topical, in fashion, and easy to absorb.

1. Timing. As in many aspects of life, 
timing in horticulture is vital to produce 
optimum results. Take pruning for 
example: Spring flowering shrubs 
such as Forsythia should always be 
pruned AFTER flowering never before. 
Summer flowering shrubs generally need 
encouraging to renew from the base by 
removing 20% each year in the winter. 
Finally shrubs grown for stem colour 
should be pruned at the end of winter to 
allow maximum growth and usually cut 
hard back to the base to encourage stem 
length.

2. Plants evolve to protect themselves. 
I now do not cut back my hardy Fuchsia 
plants until I can see the new spring 
growths. This ensures that the previous 
year’s growth will protect the new buds 
until they emerge the following spring.
(Gardeners can be too tidy in the autumn!)

3. Do not be tempted to plant summer 
bedding too early. I still plant into first 
week in June except for Sweet Peas 
which go in one week earlier. A late 
spring frost can ruin many early plantings 
especially those plants which are 
classified as tender.

4. Be aware that unless specified many 
composts run out of nutrients within 6 
weeks therefore feeding is required to 
allow continue growth.

In addition, the type of nutrient can 
change as the season progresses, usually 

from nitrogen to potassium therefore read 
and learn about what your crop needs

5. Order early, get the order to seedsmen 
before Christmas, that way you generally 
avoid having to accept substitute varieties.

6. The best period to plant evergreens 
is in October. The soil is still warm and 
usually moist which aids establishment. 
Do not plant these subjects when the 
ground is frozen because evergreens 
never stop losing water, cannot take it up 
from frozen soil and desiccate as result.

7. NEVER WORK IF TIRED that way 
accidents happen and also always be in 
full knowledge of any chemicals you wish 
to apply. One major U.S. manufacturer 
used to put on all agrochemical containers 
the following: IF ALL ELSE FAILS 
FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS.

With that I will leave you and wish you all 
the best!

Joe Smith.
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68 Liverpool Road, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire ST4 1BG
01782 847952            www.geens.co.uk             info@geens.co.uk

Geens are the first chartered accountants in North Staffordshire to be licensed to 

offer Probate services. We have over 130 years’ experience and expertise in taxation, 

accounts and financial matters.

Contact us today to find out more:

What you can expect from us:

A dedicated accountant 
Assigned to personally manage your affairs from start to finish

Tax efficiency review
To help identify potential savings

Simple fees – no hidden costs or commissions
You only pay for the service and advice you need - we never charge a 
percentage of the estate

Probate Services you can trust

01782 847952

www.geens.co.uk
info@geens.co.uk
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On Friday 24th September the Macmillan 
Coffee Morning was held in the library and 
proved to be so successful that it ended up 
running all day. It was lovely to see people 
enjoying a chat as well as the delicious bakes 
plus a welcome cuppa. Thanks to everyone 
who; helped to set it up, who kindly provided 

cakes, biscuits, produce and supplies, and especially to everyone who came and 
donated to this amazing cause. 

It was more poignant this year as we lost a lovely volunteer colleague and dear 
friend to cancer only a couple of months beforehand so we were delighted to raise 
£138.42 for Macmillan Cancer.

We plan to hold it again next year with the lovely Liz Sherratt back at the helm so we 
look forward to seeing you next September – look out for articles in this magazine, 
posters and Facebook notices.

KIDZ2KIDS GETS FUND BOOST THANKS TO JASON CARTLIDGE 
CAPTAIN OF GREENWAY HALL GOLF CLUB

Kids2Kids, which is organised by the 
Werrington Young Persons Support 
Group, has provided a very special 
service to folk in the Moorlands at 
Christmas time. Distressed mums 
are given a cash lifeline where we 
work closely with social services and 
charities to help ensure that as many 
disadvantaged children as possible have 
a good Christmas. 

Like many good causes we lost out on 
fundraising during the pandemic and 
became concerned that we may not 
be able to do the same this year and 
so we were delighted when Werrington 
lad Jason offered to help with a special 
Captains Golf Day which raised £800 
which topped up the fund and enabled 
the group to carry on their good work. 

It is heart-warming for the local 
volunteers to be able to carry on their 
good work which is one of the things 
that makes our village so special. Our 
photograph shows Jason presenting 
one of the cheques to volunteer K2K 
treasurer Jean Shaw on Captains Day.

MACMILLAN COFFEE EVENT A SWEET SUCCESS



www.werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk

Page 13

THE LOVELY LADIES KNIT FOR  
WERRINGTON . . AND BEYOND

Knitting for our community the ladies have 
now produced over 2,000 Comfort Teddies 
to help kids with problems - and that’s just 
one thing!

Now back in action the 
Knit & Natter Group is 
back in the library with 
needles clinking. This 
really is a fun session 
every Wednesday 
morning and I just love 
going along, not to take 
part as my Crocheting 

days are over, but to act as official cake 
sampler where there is always a mouth-
watering selection. The ladies do not shout 
about what they do but just take pleasure 
in each other’s company, have a laugh and 
enjoy a nice morning doing good.

It sounds remarkable but they have 
produced over 2,000 Comfort Teddies for 
PCSO Ashley Goodwin to use with his 
colleagues to give to children in traumatic 

situations, they are also used by Fire & 
Rescue, and there is more as they knit 
them for Cheethams Ward and Refuges. 
Ladies I salute you as their good works go 
on and on - such as knitting Blankets, Hats 
and Pads for the Premature Baby Unit - and 
then there are the Poppies which they knit 
to sell to raise funds for  the Royal British 
Legion. They also knit and sell baby clothes 
to raise funds for the Library Wellbeing 
Centre and Scotty’s Little Soldiers who look 
after the children of the fallen.

What a wonderful record and it all happens 
in Werrington. Lovely folk and wonderful 
achievements . . . and the Lemon Drizzle 
Cake is pretty good too!

Ladies who Knit Clockwise from top left - Frieda 
Carol, Jean Simpson, Jenny Whitehurst, Yvonne 
Chadwick, Linda Bailey, Barbara Hewett and top 
right the lady who organises it all, Barbara Hughes.

Natalie has been offering classes from 
Werrington Village Hall for the past 6 
years. Classes include Hatha Yoga, 
which is suitable for beginners to the 
well-practiced, Meditation and Pregnancy 
Yoga. Natalie is also trained in Baby 
Massage, Postnatal Yoga and Children’s 
Yoga. For more details please take a look 
at her website www.lovelightyoga.co.uk 
or send her an email at  
natalieblakeman@hotmail.co.uk. 

LOVE & LIGHT YOGA WITH NATALIE AT WERRINGTON  
VILLAGE HALL
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WETLEY ROCKS WOMENS INSTITUTE

It is good to be back and 
enjoying a great program 
of events together, we 
have been lucky to have 
several interesting talks 
on topics from Love and 
War – our relationship 

with wild garden birds and the life of 
Norman Wisdom since returning. The 
members are clearly glad to be back, and 
we have been fortunate enough to have 
several new ladies joining us too.

The provisional program for the next 
quarter covers varied and interesting 
topics. We have the planned Christmas 
Meal at The Queens in Freehay. This is 
an event I think we all look forward to as 
it is a wonderful chance to socialise and 
enjoy catching up with one another. The 
social aspect and its positive influence on 
mental health cannot be underestimated 
especially after so long in lockdown where 
people have felt more isolated than usual. 
It is also nice to see all the gifts that people 

bring for the local refuge.

The program for 2022 is well underway 
and in January we get the New Year off 
to a great start with the Reverand Steve 
Russell – the street preacher, followed 
in February by Val Alcock and her talk 
“Singing for the Brain”. 

We have also been fortunate in that we 
have been able to set up a small crafts 
and bric-a-brac stall for members and 
guest at each meeting. This is beneficial 
as it provides a forum for members to 
exchange hand crafted items with one 
another, whilst raising funds and it does 
add a new and welcome aspect to the 
meeting.

We meet on the second Tuesday of every 
month in the Wetley Rocks Village Hall, 
anyone wishing to join us will be made to 
feel welcome. If you require any further 
details, please contact Cynthia on 01782 
551077.
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BOUNCE AND RHYME
The past eighteen months have seemed a long time for all of 
us and it has been particularly difficult for parents and carers 
of our little community who have missed out on all social 
interaction with others. Now that life is returning to a new 
normality it is especially pleasing to be able to re-open the 
Bounce and Rhyme sessions at the Library.

Hazel, Carol and Eric (the Dragon) are again welcoming 
babies and toddlers up to 3 years to the sessions at 9.30am 
every Tuesday during school term time. It’s free and lasts 
just half an hour. In the future it is hoped to be able to 
resume the half hour ‘play time’ following the session. Eric is 

really looking forward to meeting all of you and, don’t worry, he is very friendly and he 
even has his own song!

WERRINGTON PRE-SCHOOL FUN, PLAY AND LEARNING

We have had 
a fantastic 
first term and 
the build up 
to Christmas 
has been 

wonderful full of fun, play and learning. 
As we look forward to the Spring term 
we cannot wait to explore more and 
grow in our learning together. We still 
have lots of room for new starters 

so if we are something you would 
be interested in for your child please 
get in touch. We offer every morning 
9am-12pm as well as 12pm-3pm on a 
Thursday and Friday. There are a range 
of funding options available. Children 
aged 2-4years are welcome from 
Werrington and the surrounding area. 
To arrange a visit please get in touch on 
07929904175.
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We’ve now passed the 
Autumnal Equinox: which 
means that nights will be 
longer than days. It can 
be quite a depressing 
time of year as the 
days get shorter and 
shorter. But even as we 

get to see less of the Sun, we have the 
wonderful seasons of Advent, Christmas, 
and Epiphany in which to celebrate the 
Son. There’s something about seeing 
bright lights in the darkness which brings 
a cheer to our souls – whether that’s 
gaudy Christmas lights or a simple candle 
flame. The presence of the light shows 
that the darkness will not win. This is the 
theme expressed right at the start of the 
gospel of St John, which we often read at 
carol services: 

“The Word gave life to everything that 
was created, and his life brought light 
to everyone. The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness can never 
extinguish it”. (St John goes on to show 
that by “The Word” he means Christ.)

So in the coming seasons we celebrate 
the Creator coming to the cradle. 

As we approach Christmas, things 
are beginning to look a lot like normal. 
(Although recent experience has shown 
that we can’t be certain.) 

The season gets underway with the 
Christmas Carol Concert on Friday 3rd 
December at St John’s (Contact 550555).  

We will also be holding our usual 
assortment of Christmas services:

There will be a Nativity at the morning 
service at St Philip’s on December 19th 
and a traditional carol service at 6 pm.

We will be joining with the local primary 
schools for services in church. 

Moorside school have decided that the 
community carol service this year will 
again be an online event, so look out for 
that too. 

On Christmas Eve, children (and adults) 
might like the Crib Service - 4pm at 
St Philip’s. Later there’s Christmas 
Communion: 11:15 pm at St John’s, 
11:30 at St Philip’s. And Christmas Day 
celebrations at 10 am (St Philip’s) and 11 
am (St John’s.)

Finally, as we also approach pantomime 
season, you may like one of the 
calendars that have been created at 
Wetley Rocks remembering the shows 
of years gone by with photos from past 
events (Contact 07881 800565).

Our usual Sunday services are 8:30 and 
10 am at St Philip’s and 11 at St John’s. 
There are also several extra services at 
8 am and in the evening - please check 
our website at wwrchurches.com. You’ll 
also find there links to our online services 
which are continuing in parallel with our 
onsite offerings. We hope to offer the best 
of both worlds. 
God bless,
Revd. Michael Follin

NEWS FROM THE PEWS

St Philip’s and 
St John’s
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“Saving Christmas”

“Saving Christmas”

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
son is given: and the government will 
be upon His shoulder.  And His name 
will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.”  

So wrote Isaiah, seven hundred years 
before the birth of Jesus.  When Jesus 
was born it was an earth shattering 
event.  No wonder the shepherds stood 
in awe and marvelled at the scene in 
that stable.  I wonder how we would 
react if an angel appeared to us and told 
us to go to a stable where a baby had 
been born.  That marvellous occurrence 
started the story of Jesus Christ, a story 
which has been told every single year 
since!  That means it’s been repeated 
for more than two thousand times and 
in just about every country in the world.  
There was no break for the World Wars, 
no break for the Spanish flu pandemic 
(1918 – 1920) or the Asian flu pandemic 
(1957 – 1958) so why are politicians 
and the news reporters going on about 
“Saving Christmas”

The truth is Christmas doesn’t need 
saving.  The celebration of the birth of 
Jesus will go on for ever and ever.  What 
the leaders of our country are worried 
about is the availability of turkeys and 
toys.  Of course it’s important that 
farmers and toy makers make plenty of 
money at this time of year but they are 
not fighting to save Christmas they are 
after saving the economy. 
To learn more about the true meaning of 
Christmas join us for a Sunday morning 

service at 10.40am, our Carol Service at 
6pm on 12th December, our Christmas 
Eve Service at 7pm 24th December and/
or our Christmas Day service at 10am.  
You will be made most welcome.

We also have an active social life at the 
church including :-
• Knit and Natter 2pm every Monday
• Ash Cafe 10am-1pm every Thursday
• Yoga 2.15pm every Friday
• Men’s Breakfast 9am second 

Saturday in the month.

Have a happy and 
peaceful Christmas and 
remember :-

“Jesus is the Reason 
for the Season”

John Smith

Werrington Methodist 
Church

The Willow Veterinary Clinic

Years of surgical experience 
with modern fully equipped surgical suites. 

Special interest in treating eye cases - the practices 
are equipped with a vast array of ophthalmic equipment. 

24 hour on-site EMERGENCY service
provision for our registered clients.

Feel free to call the practice for more information 
or to arrange a visit to tour our facilities.

State of the art diagnostic facilities including colour

in-house blood analysis. 
ultrasound, endoscopy and bronchoscopy,  doppler 

C.D.Curry BVSc GPCert 
(Ophthal) MRCVS
V.Poole MA VetMB GPCert 
(EM&S) MRCVS
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It is 

The clocks have been 
put back and we have 
to become used to 
darker evenings and 
colder days. Maybe 
you look forward to the 
winter solstice on 21st 
December when we 

know that although that day is the official 
start of winter, it is also when the days 
very gradually lengthen and the hours of 
darkness reduce. It is into this time that 
we welcome Jesus, the Light of the World 
at Christmas 

Some of you, like me, enjoy the service 

of Nine Lessons and Carols from King’s 
College Chapel, Cambridge which is 
broadcast on Christmas Eve. The final 
Bible reading comes from the opening 
words of the Gospel of St John which 
refers to Jesus: ‘In him was life, and 
that life was the light of all people’. The 
light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it’. We have 
lived through some very dark times. You 
will recall Christmas last year when we 
hoped we could meet with family friends, 
although only for five specified days, 
but the impact of COVID-19 reduced 
that to just 24 hours. As I wrote in the 
Autumn magazine, many of you have 
experienced the darkness of the death of 
a loved one, made even worse because 
of the restrictions of the pandemic. The 
Good News of Christmas is that Jesus 
can bring some hope and joy and peace 
and light into our lives, through knowing 

Wetley Rocks Methodist 
Church
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WWEERRRRIINNGGTTOONN  

HHAANNDDYYMMAANN  SSEERRVVIICCEESS  

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

FULLY INSURED 

RELIABLE & HONEST 

DBS CHECKED 

FREE ESTIMATES 

COMPETITIVE RATES 

CALL DAVE ON  

0077992255  885522888877  

and loving him, in a personal way, and 
understanding that God enfolds us in His 
arms of love.

At the Wetley Rocks Methodist Church 
we will be celebrating this wonderful gift 
of Jesus by our giving. We will hold a 
Toy Service on Sunday 5th December at 
2.30pm when we will be glad to receive 
toys and gifts for the Salvation Army to 
give to families in greatest need. 

Our celebration of Christmas will be our 
Carol Service on Sunday 19th December 
at 2.30pm. From December and into 
2022 I am pleased to say that we will 
be meeting to worship every Sunday at 
2.30pm.

Rev Eleanor Smith
Eleanor.smith@methodist.org.uk    
01782 503228
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THINK YOU ARE A GOOD DRIVER? FIND OUT IF YOU ARE AT 
WERRINGTON VILLAGE HALL

ADEM is an advanced car driving group 
operating to the Roadcraft the Police 
Drivers Handbook, taking the RoSPA 
advanced driving test at the end of our 
course. We meet once a fortnight on a 
Sunday morning at the Village Hall.

“How does this help my driving I have 
years of experience and no accidents.” 
Advanced driving can help anybody with 
a full car licence and at least 12 months 
driving under their belt. We learn how to 
concentrate on the relevant road hazards 
and how to plan for these, by reading the 
road from horizon to horizon. So many 
drivers just react to what is happening in 
front of them and this can be too late. Our 
aim is to make you feel relaxed and enjoy 
your driving reducing stress; tyre and 
brake wear plus increase mpg.

Why don’t you call in on a Sunday 
morning and take a free assessment 
drive in your own car, a chat and coffee. 
Look forward to seeing you;  
Ian Lingard group co-ordinator 
Mob: 0797 1961 553 

Craig Sandbrook receiving his Gold Certificate on 
passing his test, he is now one of our tutors.

Orders taken online or over the phone: 

E s t a b l i s h e d 2 4  y e a r s
Freshly prepared food with a 

guarantee of high quality, voted 
in the Top 3 Take-Away shops in 

Staffordshire.

Extensive menu and friendly 
atmosphere with Steve, Helen 

and Staff who thank you for 
your support.

Order with Just Eat for delivery 
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CAROLYN IS BAKING UP MOUTHWATERING CAKES
If it is mouth-watering cakes you want look no further than If it is mouth-watering cakes you want look no further than 

Carolyn’s Creations.Carolyn’s Creations.

Carolyn is a self-taught baker who lives in Werrington. She enjoyed baking 
as a hobby but has now turned her hobby into a new business. Carolyn can 
cater for small buffets to afternoon teas, birthday cakes, cakes for special 

occasions and cupcakes. She has level 2 Food Safety and Hygiene in 
Catering, Food Allergy and Intolerance Training and is registered with the 

local council.

In just a few months, Carolyn 
has built up a long list of regular 

satisfied customers. Many 
readers will have met Carolyn 
in the library as she volunteers 
there. For more details and a 
price list, contact Carolyn at 

home on 01782 303726 or mobile 
07824555212, or you can check 

out her Facebook page  
@Carolyn’sCreations

Tracy Humphries - Podiatrist / Chiropodist

Friendly | Reliable | Professional 

£23 
Prices from 

Treatments include: 

• General nail maintenance.
• Diabetic footcare.
• Corns and hard skin removal.
• Ingrowing toe nails and cracked

heels.
• Assessment and diagnosis of

foot complaints.

Call: 07707074999 
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Disabled
Facilities Grants

Further information can be found at 
www.staffordshire.gov.uk or by calling the 
Staffordshire Cares team on 0300 111 8010

To apply, contact the Staffordshire Cares team on 0300 111 8010. 

For adults over 18 years the amount of grant you can get will be decided by a test of 
resources - your income and capital and that of your spouse.

The team will ask you what you find difficult and might need support with. They can 
recommend household equipment and gadgets or a free home assessment might be 
needed to recommend changes to help. The information that you provide about the 
changes you need will be passed onto the Support for Independent Living in Staffordshire 
service (SILIS), who can help you apply for a grant.

A Disabled Facilities Grant is funding to help a 
disabled person adapt their home to make it easier 
and safer to live in. It can be used for:
• widening doors and installing ramps and step rails
• improving access to rooms and facilities - e.g. stair 

lifts or level access bathing
• adapting heating or lighting controls to make them 

easier to use 
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GRAB AT YOUR DISABILITY

Recently I celebrated my 80th birthday 
and whilst I have been able to retain my 
looks (don’t write in!) my feet seem to 
have developed a sat-nav of their own and 
my knees are about as wonky as some of 
Morrison’s vegetables. I realised I needed 
some help.

Add to this the fact that I haven’t had 
a bath for years (again – don’t write in) 
and now use a shower I became aware 
that I was becoming more and more 
apprehensive about getting in and was 
holding on to the door frame and once in 

did not feel safe. 
The answer was 
to fit grab handles 
which have made 
showering a real 
pleasure and I feel 
a lot safer. If I am 
honest I should 

have had these fitted ages ago and so I 
have started to think of other things that 
could make my life easier.

And then if you aren’t careful things can 
fool you. Folk asked me how I went on 
going up and down stairs and I said it 
was a doddle. But then I realised that it 
was only a doddle because I had special 
handrails fitted years ago when my wife’s 
mother lived with us and I had forgotten 
about it. Without these I would have 
difficulty coping . . . even after I have had 
feet done.

For my mum I had a stair lift fitted which 
changed her life, although I never got 
round to fitting slot machine! Having talked 
about age lets now forget about it because 
people can have problems at all ages. But 
how do you go about getting help? – well 
worry not as help is at hand and it is on 
the page opposite.

They will help you to get the assistance 
you need to lead a better life so if you can 
still manage to pick up a phone just give 
them a ring. It costs nothing to ring and 
you could reap a lot of benefits and enjoy 
life more. Off now to shower!

David
WHO TO CONTACT

Small aids and low cost adaptations under 
£1000 are funded by Social Services 
and you can contact them on 0300 111 
8010 (Staffordshire Cares), the Disabled 
Facilities Grants (opposite) funds larger 
and more expensive adaptions such as 
stair lifts, wet rooms and extensions, for 
example where an individual might need a 
ground floor bedroom & bathroom.
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WHATS ON WITH WENDY AND DEREK

Bookings have really come on a pace 
now with the main Wellbeing Room and 
lodges booked regularly by a number of 
different organisations.

At the time or writing we have the 
following regular bookings in the lodges: 

• Approach Dementia Support 10.00 – 
2.30pm on the first Thursday of the 
month. Tel. 01782 214999 to book.

• Citizens Advice Bureau 10.00 – 
1.00pm on the third Tuesday of the 
month. Tel 01528 751816 to book. 

• Frequent consultations, hearing 
assessments, and ear wax removal 

The Village Hall is also getting back into 
full swing at the time of going to press 
with the following activities and sessions:

• Preschool (2–4-years) operates from 
9 am to 12:15pm Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and 9 am to 3:15 pm 
Thursday and Friday.

• Express T’Dance new teaches 
young people dancing (2-12 years) 
Saturday between 9 am- 4 pm. and 
Wednesday evenings.

• Parish Council second Monday 
evening of each month.

• Table Tennis (50+) Monday and 
Wednesday afternoons.

• Yoga (all ages) Monday and 
Thursday evenings and Friday 
mornings.

• Sequence dancing (50+) Tuesday 
afternoon.

• Jujitsu (all ages) Tuesday evening.

• Endon Players certain Tuesday 
evenings.

• Art class (50+) Wednesday and 
Thursday mornings.

• Boogie Bounce fitness (all ages) 
Wednesday and Sunday evenings.

• Rosie’s Line dancing Thursday 
afternoon.

• Kickboxing Saturday mornings

• Drovers Line Dancing certain 
Saturday evenings.

• Advanced driving instruction Sunday 
mornings.

• Private ad hoc parties are now being 
booked for Saturday and Sunday, 
day or evening.  

For more information 
contact Derek: 01782 
303093 or  
derek.fieldingat2@gmail.
com
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sessions by Ridgways Hearing 
Care. Call them on 01782 622545 to 
book,

A number of activities have returned 
to the main Wellbeing Room attached 
to the Library: –

• The Family Health and Wellbeing 
Team holds the Baby Clinics, 
1.00 – 4.00pm on Wednesday with 
development reviews taking place 
when required in one of the lodges. 
Contact 0300 303 3923.

• Bounce and Rhyme on Tuesday 
9.30 – 10.00am. Contact Hazel on 
305208.

• Werrington Breast Babies, Baby 
Massage and Baby Yoga sessions 
are held during Thursdays. Contact 
Kate on 07759269652.

In the main Library we have:-

• The Knit and Natter Group every 
Wednesday 10.00 – 1.00pm. 
Contact Barbara on 302497.

• Police Surgery drop-in surgeries on 
Saturday mornings 10.00 – 12.00 
every 3-4 weeks. See Police advert 
in this issue.

There are also confidential bookings 
made by the NHS to provide advice and 
support to patients from the local area 

that have been referred to 
them by the GP or other 
statutory services. 

Details of activities 
and sessions are 

also available on our website 
werringtoncommunitylibrary.org.uk    

SUZANNE IS JUST A PHONE CALL AWAY

I have been asked a lot 
about getting help in the 
house when it is now 
longer possible to do it 
yourself. Well we have 
taken the decision that 
we need some extra help 

in our house to keep our standards up 
and I have to say that it has made the 
world of a difference. What we did was 
to use Village Life and contact one of 
our advertisers, Suzanne Turner. This is 
what Village Life is for to help folk home 
in on people who can help them lead a 
better life.
Suzanne now helps my wife to keep 
our home spick and span with general 
housework. She will also do your laundry 
and ironing, change the beds and even 
do your shopping. When we were on 

holiday she looked after my mum so we 
could relax without worrying. So don’t 
struggle on your own, give Suzanne a 
ring on 07870 728522 and take it easy.
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TO EXPAND OUR ALREADY 
RECORD BREAKING SERVICE

In saving the Werrington library from 
closure the volunteers can claim a 
remarkable turn-around in its fortunes 
and you can help take it forward.

Werrington Community Library has one 
of the best reputations for being happy, 
friendly and a lovely place to volunteer 
and be with nice folk.Volunteering is 

flexible, and designed around your 
interests so you can do as much or as 
little as you like and all the time you 
will be with lovely people who have 
made the Library, its Wellbeing Centre 
and Garden Therapy Lodges a unique 
experience in the UK. It really is very 
special.

This is the place to be if you would like 
to make new friends, easily develop 
new skills, make a difference in your 
local community and have the pleasure 
of finding a new-life interest. You will be 
surprised just how much you will enjoy it.

If you would like to know more just pop 
into the library and have a chat with 
the volunteers or give Library Manager 
Betty Johnson a ring on 01782 303576 
or e-mail: bandp.johnson@btinternet.
com Go on . . Give her a call. 
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JUST COME & BOOST!

Recently Jean 
and I got the 
call from the 
Werrington 
Village Surgery 
alerting us to 
our Jab Date to 
get the booster. 
I have to say 

that the facilities at JCB are amazing 
and you wouldn’t know it from a hospital, 
so thanks Sir Antony Bamford for 
organising a remarkable facility. Thanks 
also to our hard working surgery folk 
who, during times of extreme pressure, 
have provided a service second to none. 
Thanks should also go the Werrington 
Volunteers who have helped out in all 

weathers to keep the lines moving. 
None of these are easy jobs to do and 
they all deserve our thanks and, most 
importantly, our respect for helping us all 
get through this dreadful pandemic with 
kindness and professionalism.

Photographs show just a few folk on our 
Jab Day including your worthy Editor 
being brave!

David

EXPRESS T’DANCE

Hello my name is Thea, I am the owner 
of Express T’dance. Dance classes for 
children ages 2-12 years at present. 
Singing classes for all ages and abilities 
and also adult Dance Fitness. Classes 
are held at the Werrington Village Hall 
on Saturday and during the week.  

Follow us on Facebook- Express 
T’dance, Instagram-expresstdance 
or contact myself personally on 
07505710623 for more information!
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In the last issue you met 
the new lady in charge 
of the Lottery – Donna 
Ruscoe – who is also 
treasurer of our volunteer 
groups. Having taken 

over she has been out and about and 
has increased the number of businesses 
taking part. Her aim is to add to the list of 
people joining, as she commented, “The 
Lottery is one of the main fundraisers 
which enables our volunteers to develop 
services and aspects to enhance the 
lives of our residents and so is a very 
worthwhile venture – so join in and you 
could win!”

ADAM CLEANS UP 
FOR LOCAL LOTTERY 
WINNER 
This month the lucky 
winner of the Werrington 
lottery was Number 140 
and our picture shows 

local cleaning service owner Adam 
Austin drawing the winning number. 

You have to be in it to win it and if you 
would like to know more about the 
Werrington Lottery to join in or help out 
contact Donna on: 01782 302840 or  
e-mail: donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk

HELP YOUR VILLAGE - JOIN THE LOTTERY

November    81         
December   132
Jan      68
Feb  118

Mar  94
Apr   31
May  141
Jun   35

July   167
Aug  101
September   140   
October   172

WERRINGTON COMMUNITY LOTTERY WINNING NUMBERS:

REMEMBER YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT TO WIN IT!

Join “Win with Werrington” for as little as £1 per month 
and you will be  allocated a random number. You can 
have as many numbers as you like up to 5 and so 
increase your chances of winning. Numbers are 
entered into a draw on the third Monday in each 
month. Winners receive a cheque for 50% of the fund
For as little as £1 a month you could be in with a 
chance of winning a cash prize AND you will be 
supporting your local community. nd to date, the 
remaining 50% goes to benefit Werrington IN FULL. 

For more info 
Donna Ruscoe on 01782 302840 or 07970 575844 
donna.ruscoe@hotmail.co.uk
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Performed by Moorland Voices 
Sunday 19th December 2021 at 6pm  
At St Giles the Abbot, Cheadle 

After a long lay-off due to the Pandemic 
restrictions, Moorland Voices, an 
inspirational local choir based in 
Cheadle, has decided to offer a 
traditional Christmas Service to their 
friends and the people of the Moorlands 
and beyond. 

Admission will be free but there will be a 
retiring collection for charity. 

Sue Wardle, secretary of Moorland 

Voices says:-

“ We are delighted to be able to offer this 
free performance to our local supporters 
after such a long time. Moorland Voices 
sang at 2 weddings in September and 
this really fired up their desire to perform 
again in front of a large audience. We 
are hoping that local people will come 
along to Cheadle to what promises to 
be a night of exceptional music. The 
audience will be invited to sing along 
with the traditional carols as well as 
listen to the choir’s seasonal offerings.” 

Moorland Voices has a space for a tenor 
who would love to join this hard-working 
but fun-loving choir who produce music 
to an exceptional standard. 

Please contact Sue Wardle on 01782 
550258 in the first instance.

A FESTIVAL OF 9 LESSONS AND CAROLS

Repairs, MOT and Servicing to any make of vehicle
www.ashbankgarage.co.uk   •   01782 303926

Supporting car owners since 1969Supporting car owners since 1969

ASHBANK GARAGE LTD
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ASH GROVE GUNNER

Continuing the series on former 
residents of Ash Grove.

On 14 August 1914 Great Britain declared 
war on Germany. On 9 September 19 year 
old insurance clerk Percy BATES of 31 
Lichfield Street, Hanley, enlisted in the 1st 
Battery of the 2nd North Midland Brigade 
of the Royal Field Artillery, a Territorial 
Force based at the Drill Hall in Shelton. At 
just 5’ 4¾” he was only just tall enough! 
He volunteered for overseas service. His 
brigade was often referred to as the North 
Staffordshire Artillery. At the time they 
were mobilised, the three batteries of 2nd 
NM Brigade were each equipped with four 
obsolescent 15 pounder field guns, until 
they were updated in 1915.

After 
training 
near 
Luton and 
Bishops 
Stortford, 
Gunner 
BATES 

embarked for France with his brigade on 
25 February 1915. His was one of the first 
Territorial Forces to see action. During 
the next three years, he would serve 
his country in many important artillery 
campaigns on the Western front.

Serving soldiers were all entitled to take 
leave. Lord Kitchener issued this advice 
to all British troops, which was to be kept 
in every soldier’s pay book - “In this new 
experience you may find temptations both 
in wine and women. You must entirely 

resist both temptations and, while treating 
all women with perfect courtesy, you 

should avoid 
any intimacy”. 
However, 
it was not 
uncommon 
for men of 
all ranks 
and ages to 

ignore this advice. As a result, associated 
infections became prevalent and caused 
massive problems for the armed forces. 
It has been estimated that 5% of all men 
enlisted in Britain’s armies succumbed. 
During the war there were over 400,000 
reported incidents, compared with just 
over 74,000 cases of Trench Foot! This 
was clearly a huge drain on the army’s 
resources. In itself, contracting the 
condition was not punishable as a crime, 
but concealment of it was. In the days 
before a National Health Service, any 
man admitted to hospital for reasons not 
connected with his military service was 
liable to have his pay docked, in order to 
recover some of the costs of treatment. 
This was known as “hospital stoppages”. 
Many men hoped to avoid Army sanctions 
by seeking treatment from sympathetic 
doctors. Also, many hoped to avoid the 
painful and invasive treatment by seeking 
alternative remedies.

In 1917 it seems that Percy received over 
2 months hospital treatment in Newcastle 
and Lichfield hospitals, not only for the 
above-mentioned condition, but also 
for boils, pyorrhoea and tonsillitis, all of 
which were common conditions caused 
by, or aggravated by conditions within the 
trenches. 
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After his discharge from hospital, he 
returned to the Western front, shortly 
afterwards becoming a signaller. Being a 
signaller was certainly no easy option. In 
order to pinpoint enemy strong points or 
guns, signallers often had to go out into no 
man’s land under cover of darkness, seek 
cover in a shell crater and look for the 
flashes of enemy guns. Because signallers 
were sometimes in very isolated, forward 
positions in order to provide this vital 
information, they were often vulnerable 
to enemy fire. Sometimes, enemy flares 
and bursts of machine gun fire made it 
impossible to return to friendly lines and 
it was necessary to remain hidden in the 
crater until it was safe to emerge.

Percy 
continued 
in the army 
as a clerk 
following the 
cessation 
of hostilities 
and during 

1919 lost a month’s pay for overstaying 
his home leave. He was eventually 
discharged later that year.

In 1927 Percy, apparently now a 
Stockbroker, married Florence POINTON 
at the Register Office in Hanley and in 
1929 they purchased one of the first 
houses to be built in Ash Grove, present 
day No 7. They remained in the house, 
which they named “Ashcot”, until 1937, 
when they sold it to Margaret JONES of 
No 1 Ash Grove.

Percy’s older brother Donald was an 
accountant, based in Cheapside, Hanley. 
In 1910 he was Musical Director of North 

Staffs Amateur Operatic Society and in 
1931 was President of Stoke on Trent 
Rotary Club. He was also very much 
involved with the North Staffs Cripples Aid 
Society and became a magistrate in 1932. 

Percy’s other brother Norman advertised 
regularly over many years in the Sentinel, 
offering loans, and eventually mortgages. 
In 1939 he appears to have been a part 
time Estate Agent in addition to his work 
as an Engineer’s Fitter.

In February 1938 Percy obtained the 
licence for the Pax Alehouse in the village 
of Thorp Arch, near Wetherby in West 
Yorkshire. Florence had been born in 
Yorkshire, which is perhaps why they 
decided to leave Stoke on Trent. Percy 
died in Yorkshire in 1956. It seems that, at 
some point, Florence returned to Stoke on 
Trent, where she died in 1979 at the age 
of 81. 

Steve Williams - 07903 746 410 
mrstevewilliams@hotmail.com
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J. GILMAN & SON
QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN

      Rewires
      Outdoor Lighting/sockets
      Mains Changes
      Sockets
      Lighting
      Showers
      CCTV
      Alarm systems

DOMESTIC APPLIANCE SALES AND REPAIRS
DAVID RILEY

21WHITMORE AVENUE
WERRINGTON

MOB:- 07976 785233
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NEWS FROM OUR MP KAREN BRADLEY
WE LOVE THE MOORLANDS

The Moorlands is a special place not 
just because of its natural beauty, but 
also because of the people who live 
here. One of the many highlights of 
being the Member of Parliament for the 
Staffordshire Moorlands is getting to see 
first-hand the great sense of community 
that we have in places like Werrington 
and in other parts of this very lovely area 
that I am so proud to represent.

This month I had the pleasure of 
attending the official launch of 
the Community Foundation for 
Staffordshire’s We Love the Moorlands 
fund which was launched earlier this 
year.  

We Love the Moorlands is a local 
fund that provides small grants to a 
wide range of projects based in the 
district of the Staffordshire Moorlands. 
It is so important that charities and 
organisations in the Moorlands can 
thrive and not just survive and the fund 
is here to help them achieve just that. 
Many people and businesses want 
to give something back to their local 
community and the Foundation ensures 
that charitable giving in the Moorlands is 
used for causes that people care about 

locally. Organisations can apply for 
grants between £100 and £1000 that will 
help to enhance or increase the services 
they provide.    

It was lovely to join the trustees, staff 
and supporters of the fund at the 
official launch and hear from some of 
the beneficiaries such as Approach 
Dementia Support and Checkley village 
hall who have already been awarded 
grants.  

To apply for a grant, local groups can 
present their application to a panel 
who then decide which projects will 
be awarded funding. The aims of the 
project must be to improve the lives of 
local people, provide a local service 
or to bring communities together. So if 
you are a local charity or organisation 
that is eligible for the fund, please see 
Staffordshire Foundation’s website for 
We Love the Moorlands and apply!

Karen

Karen with Werrington volunteer Wellbeing 
Coordinator Wendy Sandbrook at the launch of 
the Garden Therapy Lodge initiative, a special 
Moorlands project, which Karen helped to 
spearhead.
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Hello again, it’s Lou 
from Brighter Futures 
-your local social 
prescribing link 
worker. I just wanted 
to talk about benefits 
for retired people, 

there are two main ones, pension credits 
which are means tested and Attendance 
allowance which is a disability allowance 
and not means tested.

Pension Credit is an income-related 
benefit made up of 2 parts – Guarantee 
Credit and Savings Credit. Guarantee 
Credit tops up your weekly income if 
it’s below £177.10 (for single people) or 
£270.30 (for couples). You don’t pay tax 
on Pension Credit. Guaranteed Credit per 
week. Single people top up to £177.10. 
Couples top up to £270.30.

Savings Credit is an extra payment for 
people who saved some money towards 
their retirement, e.g. a pension. You may 
not be eligible for Savings Credit if you 
reach State Pension age on or after 6 
April 2016. You don’t pay tax on Pension 
Credit. Savings Credit per week. Single 
people up to £14.04. Couples up to 
£15.71.

You might get more if you are a carer, 
severely disabled or have certain housing 
costs.

You might be eligible for other benefits 
when you get Pension Credit – like 
Housing Benefit, help with Council Tax, 
Cold Weather Payments and NHS dental 
treatment. Free TV licence for over 75. 
You might also be eligible for Pension Tax 
Relief.

Pension Service helpline Telephone: 
0345 606 0265. Textphone: 0800 169 
0133. Monday to Friday, 8am to 6pm or 
go onto gov.uk website and search for 
pension credit.

Attendance Allowance is a benefit for 
people over State Pension age who need 
help with personal care or supervision 
because of illness or disability.

Lower Rate - £60.00 You need help 
during the day or at night

Higher Rate - £89.60 You need help 
during the day and at night, or you’re 
terminally ill

Claiming Attendance Allowance won’t 
reduce any other income you receive. It’s 
tax-free. If you’re awarded Attendance 
Allowance, you may become entitled 
to other benefits, such as Pension 
Credit, Housing Benefit or Council Tax 
Reduction, or an increase in these 
benefits if you’re already receiving them. 

Attendance Allowance isn’t means-tested 
so it doesn’t matter how much income 
and savings you have. If you receive 
attendance allowance, someone else 
may be able to claim carers allowance 
for looking after you, this is means tested 
though. You can apply for this on gov.uk 
website.

If you need help to claim, go to CAB, 
or ask at your GP surgery for a referral 
to Social Prescribing Link Worker, who 
can signpost you to the right help. Go to 
gov.uk website to print off a form or call 
Attendance allowance on 0800 731 0122 
for a form to be sent.

BENEFITS EXPLAINED  
BY LOU YOUR SOCIAL PRESCRIBING LINK WORKER
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Police Surgeries 

Do you have any issues or concerns? 
Your local officers are holding drop in 
sessions on the below dates, come 
along and have a chat. All dates are 
Saturdays 10am to 12 

PCSO Ash Goodwin Dates

18th December 2021 - 8th January 2022 
29th January 2021 - 19th February 2022 
12th March 2022

PCSO Paula Lownes Dates

13th November 2021 - 15th January 2022 
26th February 2022 - 9th April 2022

PAUL SUNDERLAND
High Class Painter & Decorator
Interior & Exterior 
Paper Hanging Specialist  
Quality Guaranteed
Prompt Attention
Free Estimates
Established 1990
call 01782 766884 or 07779 393896
E-mail - paulthepainter@ntlworld.com

28, Meigh road, Werrington

PCSO 8872 
Ash Goodwin

PCSO 8872 
Paula Lownes

Time served with over
28 years experience

References available on request

Clean, Friendly, Reliable Service
All aspects covered

YOUR LOCAL 
ESTATE AGENTS
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Get your 
main room  

or 3 piece suite 
cleaned 

5500%%  OOFFFF  
on all further  

carpeted 
rooms

Get your home Get your home 
ready for a very ready for a very 
special Christmasspecial Christmas

Christmas
BOOK NOW IN TIME FOR

One of the most professional services I have ever come across! 
Highly recommend the Zero Dry Time team for anyone wanting 
their carpets cleaned, in terms of value for money, punctuality, 
end result & customer service.

“ “

Carpets fresh, dry and ready for immediate use

Revived upholstery looks like new again

Sparkling bright tiled floors and grout lines

What we do:What we do:
Dry carpet cleaning
Upholstery cleaning
Leather restoration
Hard floor cleaning
Wood floor restoration
Commercial cleaning

zerodrytime.com

Call Liz todayCall Liz today  
07963 665 414
0800 180 4984


